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Editorial

The 40™ issue of "Indian Journal of Archaeology (www.ijarch.com)" has eight articles. The
tirst article titled “Haplogroups of different castes and ethnic groups of India" by Neeraj Rai
gives the pie charts of different Y-haplogroups of 176 castes/tribes and ethnic groups of India.
It gives the real picture of genetic diversity in Indian population. The second article titled
“Preliminary Report on the Excavation of the Early Historical Site Barpali Asurgarh,
Odisha” by Dr. Atula Kumar Pradhan, Dr. Umakanta Mishra, Dr. Santosh Kumar Mallik, Dr.
Paramatap Pradhan and Chudamani Rana gives the details of the finds from the excavation,
especially coins, terracotta figures and stone tools, which help establish a clear cultural
timeline for the site. The dig has revealed three phases at this site namely Early Historic, Early
Medieval and Late Medieval. The third article titled “Seals, Sealings, moulds, ring and
jewellery moulds kept in the collection of Aditya Agarwal, Prayagraj U.P.” By Vijay
Kumar, Alok Ranjan and Aditya Kumar Agarwal gives the details of of 1 bronze sealing, 14

bronze seals, 16 bronze rings, 3 bronze objects, 69 terracotta seals and sealing, 25 stamps, 12
moulds and 40 jewellery moulds kept in the collection of Aditya Kumar Agarwal, Prayagraj -
Uttar Pradesh. The fourth article titled “Typo-Technological analysis of Pottery of Sundar
River Valley, Odisha" by Kshyeera Sagara Rana gives the details of the potteries found in
Sundar river valley and their type, colour and fabric. The fifth article titled “When Stone
Speaks Narratives in Early Historic Art of Sanghol” by Ardhendu Ray attempts to study the
Kushana art of Sanghol and specifically emphasizes the female beauty frequently referred to, in
ancient texts. The sixth article titled “Babur and the Persianate Influence Shaping the
political and Geographical landscape of India” by Hamid Amin Dar examines the
contributions of Babur, the Timurid prince and founder of the Mughal Empire, in
propagating Persianate culture through his literary works and imperial initiatives in India.
The seventh article titled “The Role of Rivers in the Civilizational Process of Ancient
Manipur Understanding of the Cultural Landscape” by Oinam Ranjita Devi and Dr. Hidam
Ajit Meetei the paper gives critical insights into the political, social, and economic
consolidation and advancement of the civilization in Manipur throughout history. The eighth
article titled “Theoretical Framework, Professional Requisition and Significance of the 21st
Century New Archaeology Specific Revelations from the Archaeological Findings in
Excavations” by Dr. C. B. Kamati illustrates the nature and scientific limits of archaeological
claims to knowledge of the preceding era in different ways: the way in which material culture
relates to other aspects of cultural identity, and the significance of changing patterns of

B/

Vijay Kumar
Chief Editor

Indian Journal of Archaeology

cultural variation in the past.
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Haplogroups of different Castes, Tribes and ethnic groups of India

Niraj Rai
Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow

Introduction: This article gives the Y-haplogroup percentages of 176 Castes, Tribes and ethnic
groups of India. The list of groups includes 16 Castes/Tribes of Andhra Pradesh, 2 Castes/Tribes of
Arunachal Pradesh, 9 Castes/Tribes of Bihar, 8 Castes/Tribes of Chattisgarh, 5 Castes/Tribes of
Gujarat, 1 Caste of Himachal Pradesh, 15 Castes/Tribes of Jharkhand, 11 Castes/Tribes of Karnataka,
8 Castes/Tribes of Kerala, 7 Castes/Tribes of Madhya Pradesh, 14 Castes/Tribes of Maharashtra, 2
Castes/Tribes of Meghalaya, 7 Castes/Tribes of of Mizoram, 12 Castes/Tribes of Orissa, 1 Caste of
Punjab, 2 Caste/ethnic group of Sri lanka, 21 Castes/Tribes of Tamil Nadu, 4 Castes/Tribes of
Tripura, 15 Castes/Tribes of Uttar Pradesh, 16 Castes/Tribes of West Bengal and pan Indian
percentages of 3 Castes. The Y-Haplogroup percentages of 176 Castes/Tribes and ethnic groups are
shown in the form of pie chart as follows:
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Introduction: The Eastern Indian subcontinent during the Early Historic period saw a noticeable rise
in urban settlements spread across various ecological environments. Each environment played a
unique role in the complex processes of social and cultural development as well as urban settlement!.
The fertile alluvial regions of the Gangetic and Mahanadi deltas, rich in agricultural possibilities, the
mineral-rich uplands filled with stones and metals, and the coastal areas positioned for overseas

trade collectively created a setting that was favorable for the growth of early urban communities.
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These geographic factors, combined with contemporary social and cultural changes, led to the
establishment of fortified settlements that represented the height of early urban development in the
region?.

One of the most notable examples of this trend is the fortified city of Sisupalgarh, located near
present day in Bhubaneswar. B.B. Lal’s systematic excavations in 1948 revealed a carefully designed
square citadel covering about one square kilometer. Its geometric layout, strong walls, and structured
design show a remarkable correlation with the ideal urban plan outlined. In Kautilya’s Arthasastra,
which described a city plan extending to nine square kilometers. The architectural style, grand
gateways, and features like moats or defensive embankments found at Sisupalgarh and similar sites
demonstrate a high level of civic and military organization that goes beyond regional specifics,
positioning Eastern India as a significant part of the early Indian urban landscape®.

Archaeological fieldwork over the last few decades in various regions of Odisha, especially in
the middle Mahanadi valley and the Chhattisgarh area, has revealed several fortified sites from the
Iron Age and Early-historic period. Most of these sites are circular or square in shape*. In the western
part of Odisha, some of the fortified sites are referred to as the Asura sites. Odisha is thus filled with
numerous Early Historic archaeological sites, and scientific investigation has continued steadily since
the mid-20th century. The initial excavations at Sisupalgarh set a new standard for future research,
leading to many more discoveries throughout the state. Similar sites like Asurgarh in Kalahandi,
Jaugarh in the Rushikulya valley of Ganjam, Manamunda in Boudh, Khalkattapatna and Manikpatna
in Puri, Radhanagar in Jajpur, and Kharligarh and Budhigarh in Kalahandi create a complex picture
of early urban development and the formation of fortified communities within Odisha’s geographical
framework®. Together, these archaeological efforts have shed light on the transition from the proto-
metallic to the fully developed metallic phases of cultural production. The spread of iron working
marked a crucial turning point in science and technology. Mastering iron technology improved both
military capabilities and agricultural output, changing the economic foundation of Odishan society
and leading to the rise of fortified settlements along major rivers. The combination of environmental
resources, technological progress, and social organization made Eastern India, particularly Odisha, a
center of early urban development and metalworking skills, with effects extending well beyond its
boundaries®.

The Mahanadi River, flowing through the diverse landscapes of central India, along with its network
of tributaries and alluvial valleys shaped over millennia, created a highly favorable setting for human
settlement across different periods. The rolling uplands and lush forests that make up today's Odisha
and Chhattisgarh quietly highlight the development of fortified settlements in the early historical
period. In the upland region of Chhattisgarh, fortified sites like Tarighat, Mallhar, Damroo, and
Jamraon emerged, reflecting the evolving social and political order based on control over key trade

routes and metal resources’.
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At the same time, in the adjacent cultural area of western Odisha, the growth of Asurgarh-type forts
evident in Narla Asurgarh, Manmunda Asurgarh®, Nuagarh, and sites like Badmal, Taraporegarh,
and Kharligarh shows a regional pattern of defensive urbanism. The design of these sites shows
architectural diversity; for example, Taraporegarh has a circular layout, while Narla-Asurgarh
features a grid-like plan that suggests advanced urban planning. Excavations, especially in the
Subarnapur and Boudh districts extending into the Kalahandi forests, have provided strong evidence
of a clear path of material and cultural development, moving from initial metalworking to a peak
period of urban complexity®. The rise of iron metallurgy, representing both technological progress
and social change, acted as a driving force for urbanization along the key and smaller river corridors
of Odisha!®. The creation of tools and weapons made from iron led to a complex relationship among
warfare, economy and governance resulting in fortified settlements serving as centers for early state
formation. Among these, Asurgarh stands out, tracing its origins back to around the 8th-9th century
BCE, a period marking the early stages of Proto-historic urban development in the area. Excavations
in the Chhattisgarh plains, particularly along the Mahanadi River, have revealed signs of early
historical earthen walls and mud fortifications, highlighting the defensive strategies of emerging
polities. However, no fortified settlement has yet been thoroughly excavated in the Bargarh area of
the upper Mahanadi basin, despite its rich Prehistoric cultural background.

In the context of early historical layers, the site of Malhar in South Kosala (modern Chhattisgarh)
holds special importance, providing a timeline for understanding the region’s cultural history!.
Alongside Malhar, the locations of Tarighat, Damroo, Rewa, and Jamraon are important parts of this
archaeological narrative. Meanwhile, the western part of Odisha area shows a number of Asura
fortifications, including Narla-Asurgarh, Manamunda- Asurgarh, Nuagarh-Asurgarh, Badmal-
Asurgarh, Rampur-Asurgarh, Barpali-Asurgarh and Adgaon-Asurgarh, with only a few of them,

like Narla, Manmunda, Nuagarh, and Badmal, having received systematic excavation.

Asurgarh Site: The site Asurgarh archaeological complex, located in the Barpali administrative area
of Bargarh district, is a site rich in historical and cultural value. It is located at 21°11'37" N latitude
and 83°33'10" E longitude, about two kilometers west of the Barpali Tehsil headquarters. The site
features a double-moated and double-fortified mud fort, showcasing sophisticated early urban

defensive design (Fig. 1& 2).
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Fig. No. 02: General View of the moat and fortification
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The outer fortification, with its impressive earthen ramparts, served both as a defense and a system to
collect and conserve water. The main fort area has four main gates, traditionally protected by
guardian deities. The outer wall also includes three more gates for entry. The Barpali-Asurgarh
complex covers about 17 hectares and has a distinct circular shape. It is surrounded by a man-made
moat, a remarkable engineering achievement likely filled with rainwater and a small stream called
the Badgaon Nala, which is a tributary of the Rani River, part of the Jira River system. Ingenious
sluice gates directed excess water to the southeast, preventing flooding and allowing for controlled
drainage. The layout of the site shows a unique architectural feature with its two concentric
fortifications, reflecting a complex settlement structure.

Scholars have found many artifacts here, including pottery fragments, brick pieces, copper
punch-marked coins, semi-precious beads, and decorated stone tools. These items provide strong
evidence of the site's long-term occupation and economic activity. Asurgarh was once part of ancient
Kosala and played a significant political and economic role. It was strategically located along trade

routes connecting the northern and southern regions of early historic India.

Previous work: Earlier the archaeological remains of Barpali Asurgarh were briefly documented by
N. K. Sahu and other scholars, but no organized excavation had been done before. In 2021, the School
of History at Gangadhar Meher University, Amruta Vihar, Sambalpur, conducted a detailed survey.
This marked the first scientific exploration of the site. Preliminary surveys revealed a landscape
dotted with human-made mounds of various sizes, potsherds, broken bricks, saddle querns, and
fragments of sculptures each a reminder of a vibrant past. As a result, a formal proposal was
submitted to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), which granted an excavation license for the
2021-22 field seasons. The first author as a director and the project, with second author as co-director.
Fieldwork began at the center of the settlement mound, where the area was carefully divided into a
grid of 10 m x 10 m trenches for accurate excavation. Due to the early arrival of the monsoon, the

project did not reach the natural ground layer.

Excavation: The excavation began in the central part of the settlement. The layout shows that each
mound is a separate occupation zone, marked by long depressions that may be remnants of ancient
roads or defensive walls. Among these, the central mound, characterized by its pointed shape,
indicates long-term habitation and final occupation phases of the proto-urban settlement. Excavation

mainly took place in Quadrants I and III, with additional work starting in a nearby trench (Fig. 3).
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Fig. No. 03: General view of the Excavation site, Barpali Asrugarh

Chronology: The excavation revealed around one meter of cultural deposit, showing three to four
distinct layers of occupation above the sterile natural ground (Fig. 4). Layer 1, which has a light to
dark grey color, consists of semi-compact to compact silty-clayey material. The deposit contained a
large collection of potsherds, stone pebbles, brick fragments, iron tools, semi-precious stone beads,
and many ceramic discs or hopscotches. The ceramic types include red ware, red polished ware,
black ware, rouletted ware, and occasional grey ware. These types feature bowls, handi, mini pots,
and vases. Importantly, red and buff-red wares are prevalent, indicating a developed ceramic

tradition in the early historical period.

183



Preliminary Report on the Excavation of the Early Historical Site Barpali Asurgarh, Odisha

Fig. No. 04: General view of the cutting, Barpali Asrugarh

Layer 2, identified by its grey color and fine texture, contains potsherds, iron artifacts and broken
brick pieces without clear structural evidence. The ceramic collection features red ware, black ware,
red polished ware, black polished ware, black-and-red ware and black slipped ware, showing high
craftsmanship and variety, particularly in vases, handi, basins, shallow and deep dishes, bowls, and
small vessels. The most notable ceramic type in this layer is the knobbed ware of black slipped

design, a key marker of the Early-historic ceramic period (Fig. 5).
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