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Editorial

The 37% issue of "Indian Journal of Archaeology (www.ijarch.com)" has eight articles. The first article

titled “Prehistoric Exploration in the Kharagpur Hills of Bihar — A Preliminary Report” by
Ravindar and Manoj Kumar Singh, gives the details of the survey of 6 prehistoric sites namely
Dubratari, Parsatari, Kumartari, Chormara, Gurmaha and Manjalitand in Kharagpur hills located in
southern part of district Munger in Bihar where the authors found Palaeolithic tools. The second
article titled “Understanding settlement and abandonment of Ancestral sites Oral tradition and in
Nagaland” by Dr. Aokumla Walling, summarises the previous works on archaeology of Nagaland
and gives the details of the following sites Chungliyimti ,Kiibok, Khusomi, Khezakeno, Phor, New
Phor (Burakha), Liiratvii (Laruri) and Nokpu. The third article titled “Coins of Panchal Kings Kept
in Collection of Sanjay Agarwal, Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh” by Vijay Kumar, Sanjay Agarwal and
Nidhi Agarwal, is the detailed catalogue of 154 coins of Panchal kings and 10 anepigraphic coins
found from Panchal area. The fourth article titled “Brahmanical and Buddhist Traditon of
Panchayatana Puja” by Dr. Amar Singh, gives the development of Pancayatana-puja in Buddhism,
Shavism, Shaktism and Vaishnavism.The fifth article titled “Past and Present Architectural and
Cultural Setting of Trilochan-Nath Mahadera Temple” by Ankush Sharma, Dr. Ashwani Kumar,
Shruti Gupta and Saba Parveen, This study focuses on the Trilochan-Nath Mahadera Temple,
situated in the Basohli region of the Kathua district in Jammu and Kashmir. The sixth article titled
“Two Mahishasuramarddini Sealings in the Collection of the Nalanda Archaeological Museum”
by Prashant Srivastva, analyses two sealings respectively of 7" and 9" Century AD and shows that
Shakta cult of Mahishasuramarddini in Buddhist strong hold of Magadha area.The seventh article
titled “The role of Meitei-Pangals in Shaping the History of Pre-Colonial Manipur” by S Abrar,
gives the details of the rise of Maitei speaking Muslims namely, Meitei Pangals in pre-colonial
Manipur as an important ethnic group providing soldiers and specialised artisans to the society. The
eighth article titled “The Struggle for Existence Athmallik for publication” by Dr. Bandita Biswal,
gives the result of field survey about the tradition of making terracotta objects for decorative,

ritualistic, utilitarian and other purposes in four villages of the Athmallik block of the district Angul,

Odisha.
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Introduction: Prehistory deals with the unwritten past of humankind which can be traced through
the material remains, mostly found in the form of lithic artefacts. These lithic artefacts are deafeningly
silent, yet prove to be one of the most important sources of information about the bygone culture.
Robert Bruce Foote (30" May 1863) reported the first Palaeolithic implement in Pallavaram near
Chennai which commenced the Prehistoric research in India®. The Acheulian culture is dated around
1.5 Ma from the Attirampakkam site?, Tamilnadu and the Isampur site® in Karnataka dated around
1.2 Ma. The only fossil evidence of an early hominin skull cap was reported from the Hathnora site in
Madhya Pradesh on the bank of the Narmada river?. India is lacking in terms of fossil evidence but
the stone artefacts are found to be in abundance which signifies the presence of a Pleistocene hominin
population in archaeological exploration was conducted in the Kharagpur hills of Bihar in search of
Prehistoric remnants.

The first discovery of a handaxe in the Kharagpur hills of Bihar was made by Tagore and Kar
(1944-45), approximately one-mile northeast of the Bhimbandh village in Munger district. Later, the
region was explored by Bose and others (1960) who reported the Acheulian artefacts®. Then in 1960-
61, two research teams worked independently one from K. P Jayaswal Research Institute, Patna
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represented by Roy and others and another team was supervised by Dr R.C.P Singh from Patna
University. At the Bhimbandh region, they reported the findings of Palaeolithic tool types®. Again,
Singh in 1962-63 conducted exploration in the same region and added some more information about
the lithic culture of this region’. Further, the region was reinvestigated by Joshi and Singh (1965-66)8,
they found the Palaeolithic tools of advanced Acheulian near the Maan River and the Neolithic
artefacts along with Late Stone Age tools were reported near the guard’s hut locally known as Reha.
They surveyed the hilltop contiguous to the left bank of the Rajjan river and reported the Acheulian
assemblage wherein the rarity of cleavers is a very interesting feature for this kind of forested region.
They have also found the Acheulian implements on the left bank of the Teparpani stream about 5 km
from the Bhimbhandh®. In 1978, P.C Pant, V. Jayaswal and R. Tiwari reported a rich Acheulian site
known as Paisra in the Munger district. This site yielded a thousand artefacts along with debitage,
indicating it to be a factory site'. In addition, Manoj Kumar Singh (2013)" explored the Kharagpur
hills of Bihar between 1996 to 1999; resulting in the discovery of 11 new Prehistoric sites known as
Sohdiwa'?, Pathalgarwa'®, Jurpaniya!4, Adhwariya'>, Jogiya!¢, Banargarh!'”, Rakatrohniya Tad,
Satbehariya, Kushitari, Tetariya and Goratad.

These initial investigations around the Bhimbandh region highlighted its potential to provide
clues related to the Prehistoric past. There is scarcity of cultural evidence because it is mostly
available in the form of lithic artefacts, it is necessary to extract every possible information about the
economic and adaptive behaviour of our earliest ancestors with the help of these artefacts. They must
have used tools that were made up of organic materials but over a long array of time, they got
decomposed. Only a few archaeological sites yielded evidence of organic tool types'®. So, Prehistoric
evidence in the form of lithic artefacts are the predominant finding which gave us the insight to

investigate our unwritten past further.

Physiography of the region: The Kharagpur Hills are named after Kharagpur town; situated on
the eastern boundary of the hills. These are composed of isolated peaks and numerous low-range
hills which is an outlier of the Vindhyan series of rock formations. The Kharagpur hills spread over
an area of approximately 40 km in length from the north-south direction and 55 km in breadth
toward the east-west direction. It formed a roughly triangular shaped block which extends from
Jamalpur to Jamui railway station. The area comprises several steep ridges which rise from the plain
surface from all the borders and at places they have the scraped faces of giant quartzites, these are
irregular formations. A significant part of the range is covered with forests but the patches of the
valley can be easily seen which is used for agricultural purposes'’. Maruk is the highest point which
is 1628 ft. above sea level. It is a table-topped hill that is surrounded by forest vegetation and the
surface is capped by a thick lateritic layer®. The Kharagpur hills are mostly composed of a variety of

quartzite, phyllites, slate, sericite, schist, intrusive granite, quartz vein and laterite?.. The presence of
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the numerous hot springs is another notable feature of these hills. These have been classified into
three distinct groups by Mr V. H. Jackson?. The first group includes faults presented on the
southernmost edge of the hills, it comprises some of the best hot springs named Bhimbhand,
Malnipahar and Karmandhari. The maximum temperature of these hot springs ranges from 149° to
151°. The second group which is relatively cooler and situated on the eastern border comprises the
Rameshwar Kund near Kharagpur town, Bhurka and Rashikund. The maximum temperature is
about 114°. Another group of springs extends further north-east which includes Sitakund near
Munger town and its neighbouring springs. The presence of hot springs can be explained by the
thermodynamics action?. There is a very famous story about the Sitakund?, in which Lord Shri Ram
defeated Ravana in a fierce battle to rescue his wife, Sita. She has to undergo fire or deal to prove her
chastity. After that, she took a bath in the pool and released all her heat into the water (absorbed from
the fire). The minimum recorded temperature of the spring is 92° and it heats up to 138° F. The
discharge of the water from the springs are dependent on the monsoon. The various mature and
immature river streams that flow in this region include Maan, Anjan, Morwe, Karewar, Dokra nala

and Bangalwa nala etc?.

Description of the sites: This section provides general information about the location and some

important features of the Prehistoric sites.
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Fig. No. 01: Map shows the location of Prehistoric sites

DUBRATARI (DBT): The site (25°02'14”” N 86°24’02” E) is located in the north (approximately 800
m) of the Dubratari village, which comes under the Anantpur panchayat of Laxmipur block in Jamui
district. The site is situated in the pediment of Sureiya Pahad (Anjan Hill). The Amjari cold spring
originates from this hill. At present, the flow of water in the spring is very low. It is located on the
west of the site and the Karewar river is estimated to be 3 to 4 km west of the site near the Anantpur

village.
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Fig. No. 02: General view of the Dubratari site

The spread of the artefacts are noticed after crossing the village (north) on the flat plain of the hill but
inside the forest, due to the washout of thick soil cover (about 1 to 3 meters in height), the
implementiferous surface yields a large concentration of artefacts. Boulders and Cobbles are noticed
to be spread over the site. The surface of the site seems to be undulating. The high frequency of
artefacts is reported over the patches which contain rubbles, various shapes and sizes of stone with

lateritic pellets.
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Fig. No. 03: Artefacts from the Dubratari site

The large cores and flakes are found in an abundance over the site along with the finished artefacts
which include hand-axes (finished and unfinished form), cleaver, levalloisian core and flakes, a

variety of scrapers, borers, burins, points, notches, blades etc.
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PARSATARI (PRT): The site (25° 7 2”7 N 86° 22’ 16” E) is situated toward the northeast of Tola
Parsatari village which comes under the Barhat block of the Jamui district. The occurrence of lithic
implements is noticed just after crossing the village while heading toward the Karmaegh Baba
temple. The vegetation on the site is not very dense. Anjan river, locally known as Bhatakol Nadi is
located (approximately 1 km) to the west of the village. The artefacts are reported in the base of the
hills locally known as Nipaniya Pahad and Ratam (Ratma) Pahad which are located towards the north
and east direction of the village. Over the site, they seemed to be standing opposite to each other and
formed a valley-type structure. The site is spread over to the Tola Bhorbhandari village where it can
be accessed from the north direction.

Several rain gullies are noticed over the site, cutting the surface in a wavy manner. The
boulders and cobbles carried by the seasonal water flow or other geological activity are found to be
spread on the surface but they are accumulated in profuse amounts when moving toward the hills.
The thick soil cover (estimated up to 8 meters in height at places) sealed the artefact-bearing layer.
The fluvial activity like gully formation, sediment transportation, and creep formation over the site

cut the upper soil surface due to which these artefacts are visible.
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Fig. No. 04: General view of the Parsatari site

The frequency of artefacts are reported more on the calcrete and lateritic pellets with soil. The
erosional soil surface around the tilas (deposition of soil) also contains the artefacts in a very mint-
fresh condition. In some cases, the artefacts seem to be standing alone on a thin platform of soil (1 to 5

cm in height) because their surrounding soil has been washed away.
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Fig. No. 05: Artefacts from the Parsatari site

A variety of artefacts have been reported from the site ranging from Acheulian to Blades in a mixed
state with large cores, flakes and waste chips. One Chopping tool and two broken pieces of Neolithic
Ring Stones are also found at the site.
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CHORMARA (CHM): This site (25° 6" 8” N 86° 21’ 51” E) is situated near the Chormara village
which comes under the Barhat block of Jamui district. The village has two parts which are known as
Badka tola and Chutka tola. The artefacts are found outside the village (approximately 500 m), on both
sides moving from Laxmipur to Chormara. This site is an extension of the earlier reported
Pathalgarwa site?. The place where the artefacts were found first is locally known as Patwakharna
tand. The vegetation over the site is moderate and towards the lower slope of the hills, it becomes
dense. The artefacts are found on the slope to the lower plain of the hills locally known as Nirbhaiya
Pahad (southeast) Dhanabad Pahad (south) and adjacent to this (southwest) Ammakol Pahad. They form
a roughly V-shape formation. The Anjan river (Bhattakol Nadi) flows to the northwest direction of the
village (approximately 700 m). Several rain gullies noticed over the site cut the surface in a wavy
manner. This site is surrounded by several big tilas (deposition of the soil) which are estimated 2 to 7
meters in height at places and formed a zig-zag pattern of pathway over the site. The artefacts are

exposed due to the erosion of thick soil cover.
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Fig. No. 06: General view of the Chormara site

The spread of artefacts are reported all over the surface but the rich concentration is noticed over the
calcrete and lateritic pellets with soil. The prehistoric man selected this region for the manufacturing
of artefacts because of the accessibility of the various shape and sizes of stones over the site.
Numerous big blocks of Quarzite have been noticed which contain large and wide marks of flake
beds. Some artefacts were found to be trapped in the hard lateritic depositions. The evidence from the
site points toward that extensive quarrying activity must have taken place during the Pleistocene
time.

11
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Fig. No. 07: Artefacts from the Chormara site

The tool types ranging from Acheulian to Blades are reported from the site along with the raw
material and its byproducts. The rich concentration of artefacts and their fresh state of preservation
indicates that it is a primary site.
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GURMAHA (GRM): The site is situated near the Gurmaha village (25° 5" 7” N 86° 19" 43” E) which
comes under the Barhat block of Jamui district. The Anjan river flows to the west of the village
(approximately 400 m). The site is divided into two findspots based on the occurrence of artefacts.
Findspot-1 (25° 5" 19” N 86° 19" 48" E) is locally known as Malikwa Ghat on the left bank (south) of the
Anjan river.

Another Findspot (25° 5" 14” N 86° 19" 59” E) is locally known as Chaamra Pahad which is
situated to the east of the village. This spot is near old forest department building. The patches of
lateritic deposition are visible on the surface over which the clusters of artefacts are reported. Some of
the artefacts were found to be embedded into the hard deposits.

N omnan i P I e AdS %
v ) N

Fig. No. 08: General view of the Gurmaha site

The spread of artefacts are noticed approximately 200 m north of the village in a sparsely scattered
manner but toward Findspots-1 and 2, the frequency of artefacts are reported to be high. Boulders
and Cobbles are found on both the find-spots. The erosion of thick soil cover which was

approximately 1 to 4 meters in height at places exposed the artefacts.
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Fig. No. 09: Artefacts from the Gurmaha site

The raw material in the form of cobbles and pebbles was also easily available near the Anjan river.

The tool types reported from the site ranges from Hand-axes to Blades along with the cores, flakes

and waste chips. Findspot-1 also fielded the Microlithis.
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KUMARTARI (KMT): The site (25° 5" 45” N 86° 19’ 18” E) is located to the north of Kumartari
village which comes under the Barhat block of Jamui district. This site is located near the foothill of
area Dhawa Malin Pahad which is located to the north of the village. The site is spread over a wide
range and it can also be accessed from the north of Bichla Tola village. The Anjan river is located
toward the south direction of the village. As there is no overbridge on the river, one must cross the

river either by foot or motor vehicle from the locally known Malikwa Ghat to reach the site.

T

Fig. No. 10: General view of the Kumartari site

The clusters of artefacts are reported over the lateritic pellets and weathered rock chips. The whole
production sequence from procurement of raw material to removal of flakes and fashioning it into
artefacts are visible over the site. The tool-bearing surface was covered by a thick homogenous soil
cover that is still visible in the form of tilas (approximately 2 to 5 meters in height at places). The
boulders and cobbles are reported to be more toward the hill.
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Fig. No. 11: Artefacts from the Kumartari site
This archaeological site is extremely rich in prehistoric evidence ranging from Acheulian to Blade tool

types. The fresh state of preservation and the sharp edges of the artefacts prove it is to be a primary

site.
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MANJALITAND (M]JT): The site (25° 9" 35” N 86° 24’ 12” E) is located near the Tola Manjalitand
Bariara village in Dharhara block of Munger district. It is situated approximately 1 km west of Paisra
village. A Central Reserve Police Force Camp (CRPF) is located near the village. The rich clusters of
artefacts are reported in the northwest direction from the camp (approximately 200 m). Earlier,
investigations and excavation in the vicinity of the area were done by Pant, Jayaswal and Tiwari¥;
Jayaswal?; Pant and Jayaswal®.

Towards north of the village, a hill is situated locally known as Ghar Pahar. A high frequency of
artefacts is reported near the foothill. The artefacts were found (25°8’59” N 86°25’7” E) approximately
500 meters before the village. The locally known Badki Nadi is located in the south direction of the
site. It is a seasonal river but sometimes during heavy rainfall, the water gets stored in the dug which
is reported to be used by the villagers. The vegetation over the site is not very dense and is mainly
dominated by Sakhua (Shorea robusta), Kendu (Diospyros melanoxylon) and Mahua (Madhuca longifolia)
trees. The accumulation of boulders and cobbles have found to be high when moving toward the base
of the hill. The large flake beds are also visible on the large blocks of Quartzite. The number of tilas
(deposition of soil) are noticed over the site which are the remnants of earlier thick soil cover
(estimated up to 5 meters in height at places) on the implementiferous surface. The table top land
over these tilas yields not even a single artefact. The evidence of the chipping activities was clearly

visible over the site.
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Fig. No. 12: General view of the Manjalitand site

The clusters of artefacts was found over the surfaces which are primarily covered by lateritic pellets
and weathered chips of rock. The lower soil surface around these patches also contains the artefacts.
The tools are reported along with the raw material and debitages which signify that these were the
spots where our earliest ancestors manufactured these artefacts. During the field investigations, it has
been observed that some of the artefacts were deposited into hard lateritic depositions which may

have occurred after the artefacts were left on this site.
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Fig. No. 13: Artefacts from the Manjalitand site

The site has reported a rich concentration of artefacts in a very fresh state of preservation ranging
from Acheulian to Blade tool types. Three fragments of Neolithic Ring Stones have also been found at
the site.

19
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Discussion: This preliminary exploration resulted in the discovery of 6 new Prehistoric sites in the
Kharagpur hills of Bihar. All these are open-air primary sites. The easy availability of nearby water
sources, raw materials for the manufacturing of stone artefacts and food in terms of wild animals and
forest produce pushed our earliest ancestors settle down in this region.

The erosion of thick soil cover is the main cause due to which these artefacts are visible over
the surface. These sites yield a variety of tool types ranging from Acheulian to Blade. Of all these
sites, Gurmaha (Findspot I) is the only site where the Microlithic evidence is recorded and a few
broken fragments of Neolithic Ring Stones are reported from the Parsatari and Manjalitand sites. A
detailed typo-technical analysis of the sites will be conducted in subsequent research that will
provide a deep insight into the lithic culture of a particular site and the region.

It seemed that the region was populated by our earliest ancestors as it is proved by the
occurrence of several Prehistoric sites. The archaeological context and state of preservation of the
artefacts suggests that the artefacts faced the least amount of transportation. All these sites show a
rich concentration of artefacts along with debitages which was produced during the reduction
sequence.

In general, these tool types pointed towards the hunting and gathering economy of our earliest
ancestors. It is a very common phenomenon till now for the people who reside near these sites, where
the males are predominantly involved in hunting. The male adolescent child of age between (7-10
years) can be easily seen with the small bow and arrows. They mostly hunt the birds and small
animals like rabbits etc. The girls are involved in various gathering activities, taking care of their
younger siblings and other household chores. They play a negligible role in hunting practices. It is a
very important observation from the point of Ethnoarchaeology where the role of socialization of a

child to become a hunter and the male dominancy is clearly visible in the hunting practices.
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Fig. No. 14: (A) Shows a boy with their hunting implements & (B) Shows the gathering of Mahua flowers (Madhuca
longifolia) by the females of a house.

This preliminary report is an attempt to explore this region to uncover the dust from layers to reveal
the richness of the Kharagpur hills in terms of the prehistoric past. Further, exploration might result

in the discovery of new prehistoric sites and add some new dimensions to the present study.
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Introduction: In archaeology, sites are the areas where people live which can be permanent or
temporary settlements. These sites also reflect the settlement pattern in the landscape. Selection of a
site and the settlement pattern are influenced by various agencies like the natural environment, level
of technology, interaction of social and cultural institutions and other factors which are natural or
men made!. Abandonment of a site on the other hand, is the process whereby a site or an entire
settlement is discarded or left, transforming it into ‘archaeological site’2. It involves movements that
may possibly be part of an ongoing strategy of shifting residence, a reorganization of local social and
economic patterns, or a migration®.

Human settlement and causes of abandonment are vital in understanding society. The study
can be done to identify the reason for settlement and abandonment from ethnographic data as well as
from the oral narratives of pre literate societies. Naga society has plenty of oral narratives on
individuals and groups” movement, settlement and abandonment of sites frequently across social and
environmental boundaries. It is important for researchers who are trying to reconstruct the ancient
settlement of such societies to understand such events. Employing the available oral narratives from
Naga society and incorporating archaeology, this article explains that tribal societies moved
frequently as a result of so many social issues. Such movement and abandonments involve decisions
to move, which may be promoted by dire circumstances, but which are most often settlement

strategies.

Role of oral tradition: Different Naga tribes have their own local legends and mythologies which
are imprinted in their oral narratives. It talks about ancestral places from where the origin of man and
customary practices, the development of cultural ethos, the migration of different groups and its

spread, formation of villages took place. There are various accounts of such ancestral places spread
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across various landscapes in Nagaland which are marker of cultural identity to various Naga tribes.
Most of the sites are abandoned, some are inhabited till present times, where as some abandoned
sites are resettled by different groups of people. According to Aier* the oral narratives behind these
ancestral sites are so central to the Nagas that it occupies a focal point in origination, migration and

the structuring of the social and ritual practices.

Ancient settlement and the Nagas: Any settlement of the Nagas could not be established by its
own. It required various factors of social importance. Whenever it became necessary for the Nagas to
establish a new site for settlement and form a village, the geographical topography of the new site
and its picturesque view was reconnoitred carefully. Ancient Naga society was a society of
headhunters and it was essential for a person to save him from the hands of the enemies. Enmity with
any village caused recruiting the people of enemy’s village. Thus, in order to select a site for
habitation a hillock was searched and occupied. This strategic location of a hillock offered best
defence against attacks. However, there can be elevated plains around; a hillock was preferred for
habitation. Secondly, availability of water sources was an important consideration for the Nagas in
selecting the location of a village. There are villages or sites, which are abandoned due to drying up
of water sources. Therefore at least two perennial sources of water were essential requirements for
selecting a village site. Thirdly, accessibility to forested areas where the villagers could collect woods
and hunt animals for food and for providing land for later usage was looked into®.

In addition to the natural suitability, Naga’s also considered dreams and omens before they
settle in a new site or form a village. Only when such signs were revealed, they decided to move into
the new place. Sometimes a batch of selected people representing as many clans of the group or the
village would first go to the site for inspections. A portion of land digging at the site is carried out to
know the fertility of the soil as well. The settlers will dig a hole and refill the dugout with the same
soil. If the soil which has been taken out does not fill up the dugout, the site is discarded. However, if
after filling up some soil remains, it proves that the land is fertile and decides to settle®.

The shifting to a new site is decided mostly after a year’s harvest. While forming a village, at
least two-three clans were required. Since Nagas are an exogamous society, intermarriage within the
village required different clans. Each village constituted several exogamic clans, with each clan
composing of several lineages and phratic groups. For the Ao Nagas, after the selected site is cleared
the important areas for the village like the ‘Morung’ or “Arju’ -Bachelors” Hall; the housing of the
village war drum /log drum -Siingkong and other common activity areas is selected. The ‘Arju’- Ar-
enemy, ju- clash/meet/fight “where one meets or fights with the enemy’, is always constructed near
the village gate at the entrance of the village and the Siingkong (log drum) is also kept near the Arju so
that any information or turning up of enemies could be made through it. On each end of the village

there are gates. In the olden days, it was closed with a wooden door hewn out of a single piece of
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wood and designed with carvings and circles. Another important feature of the settlement is that, a
belt of bamboo clump and light jungle should surround it so that it can provide woods and other
necessities to the inhabitants of the village.

The creation of new Naga villages were due to various reasons like over population leaving no
scope for further expansion, any social reasons such as development of
misgivings/misunderstanding, enemy attack or even following a leader. Abandonment of a village
may also occur owing to shortage of water supply (natural calamities affecting the basic subsistence),
lack of strategic physiographic locations providing natural defence, absence of suitable land for better
harvest are some common reasons. Normally abandonment of a site is decided by the common
consensus of the settlers. However, there can be instances where only a group of people leaves the
village due to population pressure or moving out for better pastures or in some instances the

episodes of misunderstanding between the fellow villagers.

Origin, migration and settlement: The Ao Nagas: The Ao Nagas are one of the major tribes in
Nagaland residing primarily in the district of Mokokchung. They belong to the Mongoloid stock
showing the characteristic traits like their black hair, black eyes, epicanthic eye- fold. The languages
spoken by Aos belong to the Tibeto- Burman group of languages. The dominant languages of the Aos
are Chungli, Mongsen and Changki. Both the Mongsen and Chungli linguistic groups have different
versions regarding the origin of the Aos. According to the Chungli version, Ao’s are believed to have
emerged from six stones Longterok at Chungliyimti, at present a village occupied by the Sangtem
tribe, under Tuensang district. The Mongsen group is believed to have settled first in the present Ao
region in different pockets like Kiibok, Chuchu, Mongsenyimti, Mulongkong, Mongoya etc” before
they merged with the Chungli at Chingliyimti. Mills® regarding the origin and migration of the Aos
also says that the Mongsen came out of the earth first and settled at Kiibok, a site running down from
Mokongtsii (earlier name for Mokokchung village) towards the Dikhu and the Chongli in turn
emerged and settled at Chingliyimti. Later the Kiibok Mongsen group joined with the Chungli at
Chunglyimti residing side by side. This oral narrative of the settlement at Chungliyimti is held not just
by the Aos but by other tribes like Phom, Sangtem, Chang and Konyak tribes who at one time stayed
together at Chungliyimti. What the oral narrative says is that, later a group of people decided to leave
Chungliyimti in search of new spacious places.

According to a common oral narrative, when all were together at Chungliyimti, a group of
people saw a spacious elevated area beyond the Dikhu River towards the west of Chungliyimti and
decided to migrate to that area by crossing the Dikhu River. The people constructed a suspension
bridge of cane called as Arr apu (Cane Bridge) to cross over the Dikhu River. This group of people,
who crossed the river, were called as ‘Aor” meaning “those went ahead” by the people who were left

behind at Chungliyimti . Aos after crossing the Dihku River settled in a fertile, forested virgin land
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with broad, plain elevation, which they named as Aonglenden (Aong- forested land, lenden- plain).
Both the Chungli and Mongsen groups were supposed to have crossed the river together. As they were
staying at Aonglenden, the legend has it that one night ten women gave birth to ten sons. Thus, the
place came to be known as Soyim (So- birth, Yim- village), meaning ‘birth village of ten sons’. However,
this new settlement had to be abandoned within a short period of time as the son of the Unger
(Councilor or chief) was killed by a tiger. They migrated to another place called as Koridang (Kori-
plant fiber rob for holding the basket, dang- broken).

From Koridang, Aos scattered to different places. Due to the shortage of water, food and other
problems compelled a group of people of Koridang to leave the place and move to another to form a
new village. Oral tradition opines that since they went away from Koridang, the name Kupza
(meaning ‘going into’) was given to that group and their village is known as Kupza today. While at
Koridang, another group of people went back to Soyim and called that place as Ungma (meaning “loss
of Unger’). It is said that when this group were staying at Ungma, a man called Kuradi, went for
hunting and found a new place suitable for habitation. Returning to his village he suggested to some
of his friends to settle in the newly found place. However, the people of Soyim/Ungma did not agree
to his proposition. The villagers pleaded not to go away and wanted to stay together but the group
determined to leave and did not listen to villagers. They went away from the parent village and
established a new village in defiance of the wishes of the parent village and named it as Mokokchung
village ("Mokok” means “defiance’ and ‘Chung’ means ‘refuse/stop’). From there onwards from all these
settlements, various off settlement offshoots happened which lead to the formation of various Ao

villages, extending till to the border of Brahmputra valley.

Archaeology in Nagaland: Foundations: Notably the first archaeologist as well as the first Naga
to undertake archaeological research in Nagaland was Vikousa Nienu. According to Jamir®, credit
must go to Vikousa Nienu for being the first Naga archaeologist towards pioneering work and
adopting a problem- oriented approach towards archaeological research in Nagaland. During the
1970’s, at least 13 sites (some ancestral sites with oral narratives behind) were reported and few
excavated - Chungliyimti, Changsang, Hutsu, Laruri, Longe, Maksha, Mimi Cave, Phor, Burakha,
Rajbari (Dimapur), Satuza, Tobu and Washelo. The first radiocarbon dates from two of the sites in
Nagaland, Burakha: 2580+200: 1390+200 and Rajbari: 1300+180; 1530+180%,!,12 are significant
contributions of him as well. Along with the archaeological practices, extensive ethnographic
investigations were carried out by Nienu, detailing accounts in adaptation, exploitation and
subsistence pattern in relation to environmental, cultural, social, physical and other significant
variables 13,14,

Another noteworthy contribution towards pioneering study of ancestral sites is the

contribution of T. C Sharma, whereby for the first time we notice the participation of academic
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institution in the archaeological reconstruct of the region, when he came as the visiting professor
(1990-94) in the Department of History and Archaeology, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong,
Kohima Campus, Nagaland. In the year 1992 under the guidance of T C Sharma and M Alemchiba
(then director, Directorate of Art and Culture, Govt. of Nagaland), the Dept. of History and
Archaeology, North East Hills University, Kohima Campus and the Directorate of Art and Culture,
Govt. of Nagaland, undertook archaeological study at the site Chungliyimti. A number of test
excavations at Chungliyimti revealed the evidences of grinding stones, spindle whorls, vessels, beads
of rare stones and earrings. Pottery was handmade, coarse with gritty tempering material, made by
the beater and pad technique and ill- fired, with grooved beater impression>,'® Some neolithic celts
recovered from the site by locals in the course of cultivation were also documented which were
identified to be of the quasi- shouldered type prepared from grinding technique. However, no
scientific dating method was carried out from the work.

What follows in the footstep of Vikousa Nienu and TC Sharma is the remarkable work by
Tiatoshi Jamir, Dept. of History and Archaeology, Nagaland University from the early part of the 21+
century. Jamir not only carried out intensive archaeological works at the sites previously explored
and excavated by Vikousa Nienu and TC Sharma (New Phor (Burakha) and Chungliyimit) but also
identified and excavated a number of ancestral sites like Khezakeno, Kiibok, Khusomi, Luradvii
(Laruri), Phor, Movolomi, Aonokpu, Cheithu, Kalozie 7,'8,1%20 2lJamir’s works heralded a new phase
towards fieldwork procedure, the theoretical approaches and analytical techniques which have direct
impact on the reconstruction of the regions pre-colonial history. Other branches of sciences along
with the application of detailed scientific methods were also integrated in the archaeological
reconstruct, producing a more comprehensive and meticulous result. Credit should also be given to
Jamir for the initiation of community archaeology in Nagaland,?* *whereby the voices and the
involvement of the local were incorporated in the preservation, protection and interpretation of

archaeological resources.

Oral narratives of some Naga ancestral sites: The incorporation of such oral traditions in
archaeological research in Nagaland heralded during the latter part of the 20th century which

signalled a new phase towards reconstructing the ancestral history of the Nagas.

Chungliyimti: Chungliyimit is situated at Chare Village, under Tuensang district. The Ao Naga
identify their ancestral village with Chungliyimti which is interlinked with the myth of Longterok. Ao
Nagas talks of “Longterok” (‘long’- stone, ‘terok’- six, ‘otsu’- story, Aos are believed to have originated
from the six stones) an oral tradition of how they came into being. The oral narrative of “longterok” is
so significant to the Ao world-view that in Ao folklore, songs, narratives and all other customary

practices are traced to Longterok. The oral narrative of Longterok and Chungliyimti among the Aos tells
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of the segmentation of the society into clans and kinship groups, origin of village polity, cultural and

social customs and beliefs, warfare and the details of the migrations of the Aos®,%,%,%.

Kiibok: The site Kiibok is situated south of Mokokchung Village, Mokokchung district. It is an
ancestral village of Ao Naga related to Mongsen speaking group. JP Mills (1926) also remarked on the
site stating that the mongsen came out of the earth first and settled at Kiibok. Oral narratives of the
Aos talks much about the contact and relationship of the Kiibok and Chungliyimti during the ancient

times®,%,

Khezakeno: Khezakeno is located under Pfiitsiiro sub- division, Phek district. It is regarded as one of
the earliest Naga settlement and an important ancestral site. It was a centre of dispersal for several
Naga tribes which is closely related to another legendary village Maikhel. Many Angami, Chakesang,
Lotha, Rengma and Sumi villages considers Khezakeno as their ancestral village and talk about
migrating from this village. Khezakeno is also known by the legend of Tsotawo, a magical stone,
which is located at the old khel of the village, having the magical power to double paddy when
spread on it. All those villages and tribes who hold this legend trace it back to Khezakeno and

consider it as the place of their “origin”3!32.

Khusomi: Khusomi is another ancestral site situated under Chazouba sub- division in Phek district.
There are various oral narratives related to migration stories in the form of mythology and legends
with historical details such as place names and other natural markers which identifies Khusomi as
one of the ancient settlements of various Naga groups. One such narrative is the origin of the legend
Vadeo which bears a more mythological and legendary form which is narrated in Khusomi, linking
Vadeo as the elder son of Khuso the founder of Khusomi village. Later he migrated from Khusomi to
Makhel, an important centre of population dispersal, which finds mention in the oral narratives of
Angami, Chakhesang and Siimi villages®,3.

Luradvii (Laruri): Luradvii is an abandoned village located in Meluri subdivision under Phek district
of Nagaland. It is the old village of the present Laruri and Siitsii village, which lies not far from these
two villages. In the year 1948 a few members of the village being converted to Christianity left the
village and established the new village, Siitsow (Siitsii) and later in the year 1967 the rest of the
villagers abandoned Luradvii and moved to a new place not far from the old village which is known

as Laruri®,3¢ .

Phor: Phor is under Phek district, Nagaland. Phor belong to the Pochury tribe. Legend says that the
people of Phor sprang from an underground hole at a place call Zhetipfiifwi (located above Wuzu

village) and gradually grew to about 600 household’s overtime. According to the oral sources (see
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Aier 2018) during the ancient days Phor was a large village which used to receive tribute from the

Tiichoya area in Myanmar?¥,,

New Phor (Burakha): The folklore of Phor village also talks about another ancient group of people
called Tsiikhiir who lived near the present village of Phor, in a location called Burakha which is now
known as a new settlement called New Phor. At one point of time the ancient population of Phor
lived alongside another ethnic group called Tsiikhiir who later moved to away to an unknown

region®,%,

Nokpu: Among the Ao Naga villages, Nokpu village had a cordial relationship with the Ahoms
(1228-1819). According to Nokpu oral narrative the relationship between the Nokpur and the Ahoms
started around 1335AD during the time of Ahom King Sukrangpha with the opening of a Duar, for
economic interest. This was called as Asheimba- Yimyudangba Duar, which was constructed on account
of friendship between king Sukrangpha and the Nokpur. The relationship between Nokpur and Ahoms
grew when later King Godapani (also known as GadadharSingha, the 29" Ahom king who ruled from
1681- 1696 AD) married a Nokpu girl by the name Sentishila who was the daughter of Assiring of
Nokpu village. The king married Sentishila and granted a huge demarcated area- Khat, to Nokpur at
Naganijan (located at Jorhat district, Assam, bordering Nokpu village, Naganijan meaning ‘Naga girl

has gone taking alive’) naming it as ‘AssiringKhat™!.

Data from excavated ancestral sites
Chungliyimti: The importance of Chungliyimit (Tuensang district, Nagaland) was identified from
the early part of the twentieth century, which captured early colonial observers from the perspective
of its folklore. One of the earliest documented ethnographic records of Chungliyimti is the work of J
H Hutton in his Diaries of Two Tours in Unadministered Area East of the Naga Hills*?, who during his
visit to the village in 1923 remarked on its folklore and the archaeological potential of the site. During
the 1970’s archaeological exploration was carried out for the first time at Chungliyimti by V. Nienu*
reporting the evidence of stone bowls, pestles, stone ball, hammer stone, querns, mullers, whorls,
scrapers, cores, flakes, terracotta and stone smoking pipes. Later in 1992 TC Sharma carried test
excavations at the site*. Though the initial works lacked detailed excavation report, systematic
stratigraphic analysis and the lack of application of scientific method in dating the site it laid the
foundation of the future archaeology. It also laid the ground for constructively utilizing and
understanding the early Naga settlements.

Seeing the potential of Chungliyimti and the need for systematic excavation, in the year 2008,
under a major research program initiated jointly by the Anthropological Society of Nagaland and the

Directorate of Art & Culture, Govt. of Nagaland, archaeological excavation was carried out at
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Chungliyimti, Kiibok and adjoining areas under the guidance of Tiatoshi Jamir*> Seven localities were
marked out of which four were excavated. One of the most significant findings is the excavation of
several residential areas concentrated around localities 1-3 where a few ancient megalithic structures
are standing. In all, seven residential areas were excavated and their plans reconstructed. The
excavations exposed 25 large pits from locality 3 (Longtrok area), and one each from localities 2 and
6. The tool assemblage from a stratified context is predominantly lithic with being iron rarely used.
Material evidences from the sites includes some few unfinished stone celts (both sandstone and
phyllite) along with some terracotta objects like smoking pipes and pottery lids, stone bowls, stone
pestles, hammer stones, sharpening stones, spindle whorls, saddle querns and beads made from
glass, tile, jade, agate, amethyst, carnelian and poshan and iron tools. Pottery evidence indicates a
complex of traditions ranging from coarse, simple and twisted cord marked wares, basket impressed
and geometric and paddle impressed design as well as some wheel made pottery similar to the
Ambari ware of Assam. Besides the wheel-made variety, trading in hand-made pottery is further
known by the presence of a few uncommon pottery types such as the perforated ware, the ‘wash’
type, and the appliqué and punctated types. Flotations samples revealed charred remains of both
wild Oryza sp (cf. nivara); Oryza sp (cf. rufipogon) and cultivated rice (Oryza sativa) and millet (Setaria
sp.). In addition, there was also presence of introduced cereals such as wheat (Triticum aestivum) and

barley (Hordeum vulgare).

Kiibok: Tiatoshi Jamir* carried out another excavation at the site of Kiibok located at Mokokchung
village under Mokokchung district. The site is located on a long spur with steep ridges on the
northwest and northeast corner having two stretches of residential areas with an Ariju or morung
above the residential area high above a small hillock. Two trenches were laid over the residential
area, one on the slope to the northwest and other on the settlement area. The depth of the trenches
was between 10cm to 106 cm, revealing postholes with a good number of paddle impressed
handmade pottery along with some wheel made pottery. The wheel made pottery is found to be an
intrusive element of ‘Kaolin” clay thin in section similar to the ‘Ambari ware” of Assam. Exterior
decoration of the paddle impressed includes mostly basket patterns over cord markings. Few vertical

bands and horizontal bands associated with it showed superimposition.

Khezakeno: The site of Khezakeno is the only site presently inhibited. Excavation was carried out
under Tiatoshi Jamir?¥, where three trenches were laid in the lower khel of the village; another trench
on north of the dolmen Tsotawo or ‘Spirit Stone” and standing menhir and two other trenches were
laid to the northeast of the dolmen. In the course of the excavation, four human burials were
uncovered and documented from Trench- 2 and Trench-3. Other cultural materials from the

excavation include iron spearheads, points, terracotta smoking pipes. The pottery at the site of
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Khezhakeno is handmade with a few plain and incised ones but mostly cord impressed. Most of the
surface treatment of the sherds is coarse though a few are fine and smooth. Fine clay perhaps
collected from nearby stream or ponds was used for pot making and tempered with small stone
granules and particles. The potsherds are mostly washed, both on the exterior and interior. The
colour of the potsherds includes various potsherds of brown, dark brown, yellowish brown and
greyish brown as the dominant colours. From the sherds fragments, the pots appear to be of two
types, which can be identified as storage jars and cooking pots. Varieties of designs are also evident
on the pottery such as oblique/edged pattern on rim; pinched projections (appliques) with deep
notches on rim-neck sherds and vertical cord impression. Most sherds appear to be plain (particularly
on the rim area) but it is possible that such plain sherds occurring as rim fragments might have
formed parts of vessels impressed with cord marks when originally manufactured. The botanical

remains from the site consist of millet (Setaria sp.), Echinochloa sp and Macrotyloma uniflorum.

Khusomi: Khusomi is a Chakhesang village located about five kms from Chozouba village.
Considering the importance of Khusomi as an important ancestral site, archaeological investigation
was carried out during the year 2009 lead by Tiatoshi Jamir*. Five trenches of varying sizes were laid
at different locations (four confined to lower settlement and one at the upper settlement) in relation to
the village settlement and excavated to ascertain the chronological set up as well as its relation to the
oral tradition. The depth of the trenches was between 38 to 163 cm. Both finished and unfinished
stone axes, blades made from flakes, large quantities of crude cord mark potteries, particularly on
coarse wares and few traces of iron are reported from the excavation. Five capstones were
encountered positioned north-south direction from trench -3, all placed in leaning position. Beneath
the capstone were found some few stone boulders and pebble, with absence of any bone materials.
Across the habitation site, several burials in the shape from rectangular, semi- circular, oblong to
circular ones were noticed and documented as well. Almost all the sherds bear distinct twisted cord
marks, while the rest are plain in nature. The colour of the sherds varies from grey, dark brown,
yellowish brown, pale brown, greyish brown and brown. Sherds are from medium coarse to coarse.
Cord impressed patterns from Khusomi site represents of three types- thick and prominent
impressions, fine impression and very fine impression. Evidence from flotations samples revealed
charred remains of cultivated rice (Oryza sativa) and millet (Setaria sp.) along with Oryza sp (cf.
officinalis) in addition there was also presence of Macrotyloma uniflorum, Vigna sp., Echinochloa sp.,
Ziziphus sp., Bombax sp.

Liiratvii (Laruri): Liratvii is a small village situated at 23 km from Phor village. Excavation was
carried out under Tiatoshi Jamir during 2009¥. The site shows evidence of the vestige of house

structures, a ritual place (Miingowlung), numerous earth- cut terraces with neat stone packing on the

31



Understanding settlement and abandonment of Ancestral sites: Oral tradition and Archaeology in Nagaland

slopes around the western periphery of the village of what was once the village granaries, and
hundreds of jar burials seen within the habitation area. Two areas were chosen for excavation, one
towards the habitation area and the other towards the funerary jar disposal site (within and outside
the settlement). Three trenches were laid towards the habitation area, two trenches around the
granary and other towards the ancient garbage disposal area. Because of the tradition of disposing
funerary jars away from the settlement, a jar burial complex, Rikheliiwong, above the main habitation
site was also chosen for excavation. Excavations revealed the cultural horizon from the surface
continuing up to a depth of 266-270 cm (Trench 1) till the sterile layer. Artefacts include ground stone
celts in the form of a spillite celt with its butt- end broken, a split pebble (unfinished celt) a roundish
stone (hammer stone), two unfinished stone celts, some worked stones, handmade potsherds, stone
pestles, pottery stone anvils, fragments of smoking pipes and iron sickle, beads, brass bangles, white
beads of bones (?) cattle bones and teeth fragment of pigs, terracotta smoking pipes, clay spindle
whorls.

A total of five jars (labelled as Jar A, B, C, D & E) were excavated within the grid of trench 2.
Jar A and D contained human bones, two (B &C) have fallen in course of time to its side and were
found empty, one (D) partially covered with debris and one (E) interred with stone artefacts. Jar A-
bone remains were incomplete with fragment of long bone and vertebrae. Jar D- skull fragment along
with other skeletal materials which were intact with the pelvis incomplete. In both the trench 2 and 3
due to human vandalism and grave looting, only few jars containing grave goods were found. Other
finds from the jars includes a number of potsherds, circular worked sherds, stone artefacts, stone
anvils, brass bangles, glass beads. Trench 3 was laid below trench 2 where six pots were found
scattered on the surface. Jars from this trench shows evidence of bone fragments, potsherds, beads,
brass bangles, white beads of bones (?), fragment of a smoking pipe and celt made of slate.
Most of the jars contained decoration though some were plain as well. The funerary jars known as
Riphu represented very distinctive decorative elements. Most of the jars possess appliqué rings on
their sides meant to hold the lid when the vessel is strung around the mouth. The jars are of two
distinctive base, round and ring base or footed with a perforation at the base of each vessel type.
Pottery is handmade and mostly contains a thin wash containing small stone granules in the section
as tempering material. The potsherd found in course of excavation from the trenches consists of
reddish brown, dark brown, brick red, light brown, pink brown. Plain as well as paddled impressed
of vertical lines, incised oblique strokes, appliqué and incised oblique strokes, perforated wares,
basket like pattern, vertical cord impressed and punctuations. Many sherds contain soot stain on the

surface.

Phor: The site Phor, is situated to the west of Mt. Saramati under Meluri sub- division in Phek

district. It is located on a high hill top along the Jeticelighur range. Tiatoshi Jamir carried out
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excavation at this site®® where two locations were identified within the habitation. Some standing
stones, six in number close to the excavation area were also observed. Trench- 1 is about 150 cm thick
habitation, trench 2- with a 330 cm thick habitation. Cultural materials recovered in the course of
excavation consist of sharpening stones, potsherds, slate fragments, a bone tool, worked stones,
fragment of both terracotta and sandstone carved smoking pipes some bearing intricate designed iron
objects fragments, brass ornamental object (?). A good number of bones were also recovered which
could be identified to at least seven species like pig, cattle, deer, fish, monkey, big cats with cut marks
on few of the bones. Almost all the sherds from Phor bear a thin wash coating over the body of
vessel. The pottery is handmade. The surface treatment on most of the sherds is coarse containing
small stone granules although a few may pass as fine and smooth. Most sherds are brittle while a few
ones are soft. Generally, the pottery is well fired. Weak red, dark brown and reddish brown are found
to be the dominant colours. Some sherds also contain bluish shade. Some sherds contain mica- like
particles (talc or serpentenite?) whereas some are fund to contain a whitish/cream- colourer wash,
although they occur in very few numbers. Different types of potteries can be identified such as
storage jars, cooking pots, bowls and jug like pitchers. A variety of designs are seen applied on the
pottery such as incised (vertical and oblique) parallel lines which may be thin or thick, on both body
and neck portion; oblique lines on rim (single stroke or single line and double strokes in two or three
lines); applique (spikes) in horizontal bands (single and double rows) across the body; appliques (3
spikes) on the neck; oblique lines within vertically parallel lines on the body; cord impression and
paddle impression. The bowl fragment does not exhibit any design. Evidence from flotations samples
revealed charred remains of cultivated rice (Oryza sativa) and millet (Setaria sp.) along with Oryza sp
(cf. officinalis), Coix sp., Vigna unguiculata cotyledon, Ziziphus sp.

New Phor (Burakha): The site was first excavated by Vikousa Nienu during the 1980’s %, and later in
2009 under Tiatoshi Jamir®2. Jamir’s 2009 excavation was carried near the previous excavation carried
out by Vikuosa (about 80-100ft away), where a trench measuring 2x3m was laid. The dominant
cultural material collected from the excavations are the potsherds decorated with cord-marks,
fragments of sharpening stones, worked stones and pebbles, quartz nodules and jar handles. Pottery
recovered from Burakha are similar to the ones found at Phor which consist of plain as well as both
the cord impressed and paddle impressed. The paddle impressed consist of fine bands, medium
bands, medium bands and large bands while the cord impression show fine, medium and thick
twisted cords. The fabric of the potsherds is medium and coarse. Some of the rims are beaded and
usage of stoen granuals and some whitish material (serpentinite or talc?) used as tempering material.
Pottery colour consist of black, dark brown, grey, reddish brown, creamish, light brown. Remains of
Oryza sp (ct. officinalis) and Oryza sp. (cf. sativa) and millet (Setaria sp.) were discovered in addition

there was also presence of Echinochloa sp., Legume cotyledons.
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Nokpu: Seeing the potential of Nokpu, in the year 2015 trial excavations were carried out under the
present author® with an intention of tracing the material culture sequence and putting at a
chronological time frame the Naga Ahom contact. Against this backdrop four trenches were laid at
different areas a few meters away from each other at Nokpu. These areas are undisturbed by any
agricultural activities. The excavation revealed a settlement that was inhabited from ancient up to
modern times. Feature of post holes were evident from almost all the trenches which suggest that it
was most probably a residential area where the post holes were used for the wood and bamboos to
give support for the house as it is still practiced by the present villagers. The antiquities retrieved
from the site include objects made of iron, terracotta smoking pipes and stone and beads made of
terracotta, glass and semi- precious stones like crystal, carnelian.

Nokpu yielded a good amount of both the handmade and the wheel made potsherds. The
handmade wares consist of both paddled and plain wares of Red and Grey wares. Texture of the
handmade sherds is medium with absence of coarse wares. The dominating designs are mostly
herring bone, broad horizontal bands, thin horizontal bands, vertical lines, checkered, diamond shape
and vertical and horizontal lines with mid ribs. No complete pot was recovered, yet, basing on the
rim sherds that were collected, the vessels are globular in nature and medium sized indicating that
they were mostly utilitarian vessels. The overall preservation condition of the sherds is poor basing
on the findings of sherds which are heavily weathered. The wheel made wares can be classified into
fine, medium and coarse wares. The colours are in grey, pink, cream and orange colours which are
either plain or some painted in red and black colour. The paintings are executed on the outer surface
and are represented by combination of horizontal bands and short vertical lines or strokes. Sand
rustication has been done on some of the pots with some showing sign of being used in fire. This
technique is found mostly on the basins. Some base sherds recovered shows flat bases. Different
types of rims show that the shape and size of the pots would have been in variety from small to
medium to large vessels. The overall condition of the sherds is much better than the handmade
sherds. The fabric of the ware fine to medium coarse fabric, medium to well fired, with or without a
slip and some with content of fine sand granules. The preservation of the wheel made sherds is
much better than the handmade potsherds. The common shapes of the wheel made pots are the
globular pots (with or without carination), basin, convex sided bowls, carinated bowls, and plates
with flat bases. Most of the animal skeletal materials were in a state of breakage and decay that some
could not be identified. Almost all the animals identified belonged to the domesticated variety, which
include cattle, pig and deer (Dr. Tetso, personal communication). Botanical evidences from the site
includes the presence and use of rice both wild Oryza sp (cf.nivara?); Oryza sp (cf. rufipogon) and

cultivated rice (Oryza officinalis) and millet (Setaria sp.).

Location Site Tool types | Pottery Structur | Plants Animal | Other
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&other es s antiquities
antiquitie
s
Tuensang | Chungliyi | Unfinishe | Twisted Posthole | Oryza sp | Cattle | Beads
mti d stone | cord s (cf. nivara); | (surface | made from
celts (both | marked revealin | Oryza  sp | finding | glass, tile,
sandstone | wares, g house | (cf. S) jade, agate,
and basket plan rufipogon) amethyst,
phyllite) | impressed, | with and carnelian,
geometric drainage | cultivated iron tools,
and paddle |, pits rice (Oryza chabili
impressed sativa) and
design, millet
wheel made (Setaria sp.)
pottery  of (Triticum
Kaolin clay aestivum)
similar ~ to and barley
‘Ambari (Hordeum
ware’ of vulgare).
Assam,
perforated
ware
Mokokchu | Kiibok Paddle Post
ng impressed | holes
handmade | revealin
pottery g house
along with | plan

some wheel
made
pottery,
wheel made
pottery  of
Kaolin clay
similar  to
the ‘Ambari

ware’ of
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Assam
Phek Khusomi Both Crude cord | Capston | (Oryza few traces
finished mark e sativa) and of iron
and potteries, millet fragments,
unfinishe | distinct (Setaria sp.) spindle
d  stone | twisted along with whorls
axes, cord marks Oryza  sp
blades and  plain (cf.
sherds officinalis).,
Macrotylo
ma
uniflorum,
Vigna sp.,
Echinochlo
a sp.,
Ziziphus
sp.,
Bombax sp
Phek Khezakeno Handmade | Capston | millet Pig iron
plain and |es (Setaria spearheads
incised but sp.), , points,
mostly cord Echinochlo terracotta
impressed, a sp.and smoking
surface Macrotylo pipes.
treatment of ma
the sherds uniflorum
Is  coarse,
fine  clay,
potsherds
mostly
washed,
both on the
exterior and
interior
Phek Phor Bone tool, | Well fired Cultivated | Pig, sharpening
worked handmade rice (Oryza | cattle, | stones,
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stones cord and sativa) and | deer, slate
paddle millet fish, fragments,
impressed (Setaria sp.) | monke | fragment of
pottery along with |y, Dbig | both
containing Oryza sp | cats terracotta
small stone (cf. and
granules officinalis), sandstone
and mica- Coix sp., carved
like Vigna smoking
particles unguiculata pipes some
(talc or cotyledon, bearing
serpentenite Ziziphus sp. intricate
?) designsiron
objects
fragments,
brass
ornamnent
al, play
objects
Phek New Phor | Hoabinhi | Cord Oryza  sp. Fragments
(Burakha) | an like | impressed (cf. sativa), of
disc with  fine, Setaria  sp., sharpening
shaped medium Oryza  sp. stones,
cobble and  thick (cf. quartz
tool, twisted officinalis), nodules
worked cords, Setaria  sp.,
stones paddle Echinochloa
and impressed sp., legume
pebbles of fine, cotyledons
medium
and large
bands.
Phek Liratvii Ground Handmade Cattle | Pottery
(Laruri) stone celts | plain and and pig | stone
in the | paddle anvils,
form of a | impressed spindle
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spilite pottery whorls,
celt, a | containing fragments
split small stone of smoking
pebble granules in pipes and
(unfinishe | the section iron sickle,
d celt), a|as beads,
roundish | tempering brass
stone material. bangles,
(hammer white
stone), beads  of
worked bones(?)
bone celts, cattle bones
some terracotta
worked smoking
stones pipes, clay
spindle
whorls.
Mokokchu | Nokpu Handmade | Posthole | Oryza sp | Cattle, |Iron
ng paddle s (cf.nivara?); | deer objects,
impressed | revealin | Oryza  sp | and pig | stone and
and wheel | g house | (cf. terracotta
turned well | plan, rufipogon) smoking
fired pits and pipes,
pottery  of cultivated beads
fine kaolin rice (Oryza made  of
clay. officinalis) terracotta,
and millet glass and
(Setaria sp.) semi-
precious
stones like
crystal,
carnelian.
Table 1: Details of the material remains from excavated ancestral sites in Nagaland
Location/ Site Radiocarbon | Calibrated Age | References
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Age (BP) (BC/AD)
Tuensang District Chungliyimti 460 +170 AD 1493 + 154 Aier and Jamir 2009,
480 +70 AD 1429 +70 Pokharia et al. 2013,
910+ 70 AD1118 +71 Jamir 2014a &c
1020 + 80 AD 1018 +98
Mokokchung District | Kiibok AD 1265 - 1300 Personal
AD 1370- 1380 communication
(Tiatoshi Jamir 2020)
Phek District Khusomi 310 £ 60 AD 1480-1650 Pokharia et al. 2013
530 + 40 AD1400-1430 ,Jamir 2014b
Phek District Khezakeno 500 + 50 AD 1410-1440 Pokharia et al. 2013,
Jamir 2014b
Phek District Phor 230 + 60 AD 1640-1680 Pokharia et al. 2013,
Jamir 2014b
Phek District New Phor | 1980 + 40 BC 900- 420; Hust and Lawn 1984:
(Burakha) 225, also see Nienu 1983
30 BC-AD 60 as cited in Jamir 2014,
Pokharia et al. 2013,
Jamir 2014b
Phek District Liratvii(Laruri) | 1170+ 60 AD780-900 Jamir 2014b
Phek District Movolomi 410+ 60 AD1420-1640 Jamir 2014b
Mokokchung District | Nokpu 810+ 30 AD 1140 120 Walling 2016
Noklak District Wui BC 800-753 Tzudir and others 2019
AD 980-1035

Table 2: Some important Radio-Carbon dates of Ancestral Sites in Nagaland

Conclusion: There are no records regarding the ancient historical events of the Nagas other than the

oral traditions and the limited number of archaeological researches carried out. Still a vast number of

ancient sites remain scattered in the region. Backed by rich oral narratives, what it requires is more

systematic documentation, exploration and excavation along with systematic recovery of

bioarchaeological records and reliable scientific chronologies. Thus, the integration of the data that

are emerging from material culture through excavations and oral narratives which are actually a

fossilised chain of thoughts, are the very set of data that can only address the issue of reconstruction

of the past, especially for the region where literary sources are scant and oral narratives are the

predominant. Nevertheless, what is obviously clear is the positive collaborative research that draws

both from the oral traditions and the archaeological evidences. Such exceptional archaeological works
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produced over the years are not an end in itself but just the beginning for more intensive research to

gain more comprehensive picture of the ancestral history of the Nagas.
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Introduction: In this study, we have taken 166 coins of Panchal kings with legends which are
mainly from the collection of Sanjai Agarwal, Bareilly. The images and details of some of the coins
quoted in this article have been taken from the collections of Himanshu Garga, Agra , Swati Gupta,
Raipur, Chhattisgarh and Akshay Jain, New Delhi, The Coin Galleries (https:
Obverse//coinindia.com/galleries-panchala-kingdom.html), Marudhar Arts (https:

Obverse//marudhararts.com/printed-auction/coins-of-india/ancient-india/panchal-dynasty-

[34826.html?perpage=100&view=list) and Indian Numismatic Gallery (https:

Obverse//indiannumismaticgallery.com/product-category/ancient/panchala).

The earliest coin in this collection is of Damgupta. We have the name of Vagapal over struck
on his coins. Similarly king Bhadragosh over struck on the coins of Shivdutta an Almora King situated
in north of Panchal in the Uttarakhand. The chronology of all these kings have not been finally fixed
therefore the list has been prepared in alphabetical order. This article gives the details of 3 types of
the coins of Achyut,9 types of the coins of Agnimitra, 6 types of the coins of Bhanumitra, 3 types of
the coins of Bhadraghosas, 5 types of the coins of Bhumimitra, 3 types of the coins of Chandramitra, 2
types of the coins of Damgupta, 2 types of the coins of Dhruvmitra, 1 type of the coin of Harigupta, 1
type of the coin of Maharaja Harigupta, 7 types of the coins of Indramitra, 1 type of the coin of Jaygupta,
1 type of the coin of Jaymitra, types of the coins of Pagunimitra, 1 type of the coin of Prajapatimitra, 1
type of the coin of Prithvimitra, 1 type of the coin of Rajya Bhanumitra, 1 type of the coin of Rajya
Bhanumitra, 1 type of the coin of Rajya Prathamagupta, 1 type of the coin of Rajya Rudragupta, 1 type
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of the coin of Rajya Vijaymitra, 1 type of the coin of Revatimitra, 1 type of the coin of Rudragupta, 1
type of the coin of Shiv Nandi Sri, 1 type of the coin of Shivmitra, 1 type of the coin of Shiv nandi
Gupta, 2 types of the coins of Suryamitra, 1 type of the coin of Vagapalas, 1 type of the coin of
Varunmitra, 1 type of the coin of Vasusena, 1 type of the coin of Visvapal, 2 types of the coins of
Vijaymitra, 2 types of the coins of Vishnumitra, 3 types of the coins of Yagnabal and 1 type of the coin
of Yaganmitra. The following coins of Vrsabhamitra, Visvapal, Visvigupta, Yajiiapala and Pusasena
were mentioned by Shushma Arya were not available to the authors'. The image of the coin of

Visvigupta was made available to the authors by Swami Virajananda Jhajjar. [Fig. no. 1].

A-(Coin of Vrsabhamitra)

b
‘ . 4
A,

C-(Coin of Visvigupta) D- (Coin of Yajiiapala) ~ E-(Coin of Pusasena)
Fig. no. 01: A,B,C — (Photo courtesy Swami Virajananda Jhajjar, Haryana, State — Rohtak) & D,E- (Dr. Sushma Arya,
Panchal Rajya ka Itihas, Prachina Bhartiya Itihas Shodh Parishad, New Delhi, 2001, plate. 46 - 47)

Following are the details of the types of coins studies by the authors:

1. Achyut

Type - 1: [Fig. No. 2], its weight is 2.05 gram.

Obverse - This side bears one-line legend “Achyu” with dotted margin on the upper left side.
Reverse — This side of the coin bears seven spoked wheels with dot in the middle?.

Fig. No. 2
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Type —2: [Fig no. 3] The weights of the coins of this type are 0.68 g and 1.64 g.

Obverse - This side bear one-line Brahmi Legend “Achyu” written on the coin with dotted Margins
visible on the upper side.

Reverse - This side bears Chakra with eight spokes and a dot in the middle3.

Fig no. 3

Type - 3: [Fig no. 4], the weights of the coins of this type are 1.71 gram, 1.21 gram, 0.97 gram and
0.87gram.

Obverse - This side bears the bust of the king with Brahmi letter “a” and “Chyu” on the right side.
Reverse -This side bears eight-spoke wheel with a dot in the middle*.

Fig No. 04

1. Agnimitra

Type - 1: [Fig no. 5], the weights of the coins of this type are 6.10gram, 6.01gram and 2.34gram.
Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend at the bottom
which reads “Agimitras” inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears a deity with flaming head. His right hand is raised and left hand is held
akimbo. He is flanked by railing pillars topped with poppy seed pot shaped object®.

44



Indian Journal of Archaeology

Fig no. 5

Type - 2: [Fig no. 6], the weights of the coins of this type are 10.93 gram, 10.48gram, 10.41gram,
10.28gram, 10.08gram, 9.71gram, 9.07gram, 9.02 gram and 8.13gram

Obverse - This coin has one-line Brahmi Legend “Agimitas” inside a rectangular incuse and a lion in
sitting posture looking towards left at the top inside a separate rectangular incuse®.

Reverse - This side bears an image of a female deity with flaming head standing on a lotus. Her left

hand is held akimbo, and right hand is raised. She is holding some object in her right hand.

L ]

Fig No. 06

Type - 3: [Fig no. 7], the weights of the coins of this type are 6.17gram, 5.60gram and 5.51gram.
Obverse -This side bears an image of a female deity standing on a lotus flower”.

Reverse - This side bears an image of a female deity standing on a lotus.

Fig No. 07
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Type — 4: [Fig no. 8], the weights of the coins of this type are 3.35gram, 2.68gram, 2.22gram, 1.66
gram, 1.66 gram and 1.38gram.

Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top, The order is as follows: 1%t symbol on
the left, 3 symbol with a head added at the top in the middle and second Panchal symbol on the
right. One-line Brahmi legend which reads “Agimitas” is at the bottom. All these are situated inside
a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears alter with three flames situated in the middle of the platform flanked by
trichchhatra and trishula with battle axe situated on right and left side®.

Fig No. 8

Type —5: [Fig no. 9], the weight of the coin of this type is 0.48gram.
Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one line Brahmi Legend “Agimitas”.

Reverse - This side bears the image of trichchhatra flanked by a pole with a cross and battle-axe on

| I

Fig No. 9

left and right sides.

Type - 6: [Fig no. 10], the weights of the coins of this type are 2.56gram and 1.26gram.

Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one line Brahmi Legend “Agimitas” at
the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears the image of a pole with a spear fixed in the middle of the platform and
flanked by trichchhatra and trident and battle axe on right and left sides.
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Fig no.10
Type —7: [Fig no. 11], the weights of the coins of this type are 3.13 gram and 1.89 gram.
Obverse - This side bears the one-line Brahmi Legend “Agimitas” at the bottom, horizontally placed
circle with legs and short hands and five dots, horizontally placed third Panchal symbol.
Reverse - This side bears the image of an arrow head with curved lines bending down from the

ends. The lower side is flaring and is making legs. There is a horizontal line in the middle.

Figno. 11

Type —8: [Fig no. 12], the weight of the coin of this type is 7.02gram

Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend “Agimitas”
inside a square incuse The Deity is in lying position between the Brahmi Legend and three Panchal
symbols and her head is toward right side.

Reverse - This side of coin is worn out.
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Fig no. 12

2. Bhanumitra

Type —1: [Fig no. 13], the weight of the coin of this type is 13.41gram

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Bhanumitra” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side shows sun placed above a flat necklace. Makar are hanging from the ends of this

necklace. Necklace is placed on a lotus flower®.

Fig no.13

Type - 2: [Fig no. 14], the weights of the coins of this type are 3.82gram, 3.12 gram and 2.56 gram
Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Bhanumitra” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears radiating sun above a platform flanked by two railings ending into makars

hanging down?.
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Fig no.14

Type - 3: [Fig no. 15], the weight of the coin of this type is 15.47gram.

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Bhanumitra” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears the image of a radiating sun placed on a necklace type device resting on a

lotus flower!!.

Fig no.15

Type — 4: [Fig no. 16], the weight of the coin of this type is 2.63gram

Obverse - This side bears a one-line Brahmi Legend which reads “Bhanumi”. Panchal symbols at the
top fall out of flan.

Reverse - This side of coins bears trichchhatra in the middle of the platform and pillar with cross on

the top is on the left side and right-side pillar is out of flan.
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Fig no.16

Type —5: [Fig no. 17], the weight of the coin of this type is 1.51gram.

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“(Bhanu)mitra” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side shows a trident placed in the middle of the platform. A yupa exists on the right
side, left side device is worn out.

Fig no.17

Type — 6: [Fig no. 18], the weight of the coin of this type is 1.39g
Obverse - This side bears a one-line Brahmi Legend which reads “Rajiia Bhanumi”. Panchal symbols
at the top fall out of flan.

Reverse - This side bears a bull walking to left.
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Fig no.18

3. Bhadraghosa

Type —1: [Figno. 19], the weights of the coins of this type are 14.13gram, 1.47 gram and 0.84gram.
Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one line Brahmi Legend
“Bhadraghosas” inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears the faint image of goddess standing on a lotus. Shrivatsa symbol is located
on the left side!2.

Fig no.19

Type —2: [Fig no. 20], the weights of the coins of this type is 1.37gram.

Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one line Brahmi Legend “Bhadraghosas”
inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears the image of goddess standing on a Lotus flower, her left hand is held
akimbo and her right hand is held up®.
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Fig No. 20

Type —3: [Fig no. 21]

Obverse - This side bears the mark of Panchal king “Bhadragosh” struck over the coin of Almora king
“Shivaduttas"whose name occurs on the Reverse side. Trident and spear planted on the right of the
platform. Which is the original design of Almora King.

Reverse - This side bears the image of a bull from 9 o’clock to 11 o’clock, tree in a railing at 12 o’clock
and the legend “sivdatas” starts from 3 o’clock.

Fig no. 21

4. Bhumimitra

Type —1: [Figno. 22], the weights of the coins of this type are 16.24 gram, 14.57gram and 3.64gram.
Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Bhumimitras” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears a deity with flaming head standing on a platform flanked by railings with
Trichchhatras™.
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Fig no. 22

Type —2: [Fig no. 23], the weights of the coins of this type is 12.85gram.

Obverse - This side shows legs attached to a circle and having seven dots in the place of head on
left side in lying position at the top. Below him exists third Panchal symbol in lying position. One-
line Brahmi Legend which read “Bhiumimitras” exists at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side shows arch topped by a circle flanked by two dots and a tree in a railing on the

right side.

"'II I
Fig no.23

Type — 3: [Fig no. 24], the weights of the coins of this type is 15.81gram

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read

“Bhumimitras” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears a deity with flaming head standing on the platform. His
left hand is held akimbo and right is raised.
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Fig no.24

5. Chandramitra

Type - 1: [Fig no. 25], {Fig no. 26] the weight of the coin of this type is 2.54gram

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Chandramitra” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears a pillar topper by a cross in the middle of the platform. A spear exists on

the left side but the pillar on the right side is not clear.

Fig no.25

-
v

Fig no. 26: (Photo courtesy Swami Virajananda Jhajjar, Haryana, State — Rohtak)
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Type - 2: [Fig no. 27], the weights of the coins of this type are 3.33gram and 2.89gram

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Chandramitra” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side shows a trichchhatra in the middle of the platform flanked by Yupa on the left
side and trident and battle axe on the right side.

Fig no.27

Type — 3: [Fig no. 28], the weights of the coins of this type are 2.70gram and 2.08 gram.
Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Chandramitra” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears a platform with three pillars. The top these cannot be seen.

Fig no.28

6. Damagupta
Type —1: [Fig no. 29], the weight of the coin of this type is 5.43gram
Obverse — This side bears three Panchal symbols in the following order: 3 Panchal symbol, 24

Panchal symbol and first Panchal symbol and one line legend at the bottom which reads
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“Damagutas” inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears chakra in the middle and srivatsa symbol on the right side.

Fig no.29

Type —2(a): [Fig no. 30(a)], the weight of the coin of this type is 1.29 gram

Obverse - This side bears third Panchal symbol placed horizontally at the top and one-line Brahmi
legend below which read “Damagutas”.

Reverse - This side bears square device with a short vertical stroke and upturned stroke on the left
side (handle of a sword?).

Fig no. 30(a)

Type —2(b): [Fig no. 30(b)], the weight of the coin of this type is 1.73gram

Obverse - This side bears third Panchal symbol placed horizontally at the bottom and one-line
Brahmi legend below which read “Damagutas”, There exists an unknown symbol at the top inside a
parallelepiped incuse.

Reverse - This side bears square device with a short vertical stroke and upturned stroke on the left
side (handle of a sword?).

56



Indian Journal of Archaeology

Fig no. 30(b): (Photo courtesy Swami Virajananda Jhajjar, Haryana, State — Rohtak)

Type —2(c): [Fig no. 30(c)], the weight of the coin of this type is 2.34gram

Obverse — This side bears the legend “Damagutas” at the top, and third and first Panchal symbols at
the bottom.

Reverse — This side bears the image of Chakra.

Fig no. 30(c): (Photo courtesy Swami Virajananda Jhajjar, Haryana, State — Rohtak)

7. Dhruvmitra
Type — 1: [Fig no. 31], the weights of the coins of this type are 5.86gram, 5.56gram, 5.07gram,

4.88gram, 3.97gram and 1 gram.
Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read

“Dhruvmitas” at the bottom inside a square incuse.
Reverse - This side shows trichchhatra standing in the middle of the platform flanked by a spear on

right side and yupa on the left side.
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Fig no.31

Type —2: [Fig no. 32], the weights of the coins of this type are 4.95gram and 4.69gram

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Dhruvmitas” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side has Yupa in the middle of the platform flanked by trichchhatra on the right side

and spear on the left side.

Fig no. 32

Type —3: [Fig no. 33], the weight of the coin of this type is 2.52gram.
Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read

“Dhruvmitras” (at the bottom inside a square incuse.
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Reverse - This side bears a deity with flaming head. His left hand is held akimbo and right is raised.

He is standing on a platform with a trichchhatra railing on the right side and spear on left side.

Fig no.33

8. Harigupta

Type —1: [Fig no. 34], the weight of the coin of this type is 2.54gram

Obverse - This side bears one-line Brahmi Legend which read “Harigupta[sa]” at the bottom inside a
square incuse. Symbols at the top are not clear.

Reverse - This side of the coin is worn out.

! \

Fig no.34

9. Maharaja Harigupta

Type —1: [Fig no.35], the weight of the coin of this type is 4.08 gram

Obverse - This side bears first Panchal symbol on the upper left corner. After this the two line Brahmi
Legend exists which reads “(1) Maharaja (2) Harigupta”.

Reverse - This side bears a trident fixed on a circle on left side and mirror image of English letter K
on right side.
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Fig no.35

10. Indramitra

Type —1: [Fig no. 36], the weight of the coin of this type is 5.83gram

Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Idamitras” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears a deity standing on a platform. His right hand is raised in which he is

holding some object and his left hand is held akimbo from which cloth is hanging down?®.

Fig no.36
Type - 2: [Fig no. 37], the weight of the coin of this type is 2.16 gram
Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Idamitras” at the bottom inside a square incuse.
Reverse - This side shows a deity standing inside a shrine topped by a crescent.
He is holding some object in his right hand. He is holding his left hand akimbo®.
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Fig no.37

Type —3: [Fig no. 38], the weight of the coin of this type is 3.20 gram
Obverse - This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Idamitras” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears a female deity in standing posture.

Fig no.38

Type —4: [Fig no. 39], the weight of the coin of this type is 1.41 gram
Obverse - This side shows legs attached to a circle and having seven dots in the place of head on
left side in lying position at the top. Below him exists third Panchal symbol in lying position. One-

line Brahmi Legend which read “Idamitras” exists at the bottom inside a square incuse.
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Reverse - This side bear’s arrow shaped object in the middle with two curved lines hanging from
both the sides.

Fig no.39

Type —5: [Fig no. 40], the weight of the coin of this type is 2.41gram

Obverse - This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend at the bottom
which reads “Idamitra[s]”, inside a square incuse.

Reverse - This side bears three pillars on a platform with unidentifiable tops.

Fig no. 40

11. Jaygupta
Type—1: [Fig no. 41], the weight of the coin of this type is 4.32gram
Obverse -This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Jayaguptas” at the bottom inside a square incuse.
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Reverse -This side bears a deity facing front standing on a platform holding some object in his right
hand, something hanging down from it. His left hand is held akimbo. Some object is coming out of

his left shoulder and a cloth is hanging from his elbow?".

Fig no.41

13. Jaymitra

Type - 1: [Fig no. 42], the weights of the coins of this type is 4.09gram and 3.76 gram.

Obverse -This side bears three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend at the bottom
which reads “Jayamitras”, inside a square incuse.

Reverse -This side bears a deity standing on a platform facing front, his right hand is raised and
holding some object, his left hand is held akimbo. He is flanked by trichchhatra a spear from right

and left sides®s.

Fig no.42
14. Phagunimitra
Type —1: [Fig no. 43], the weight of the coin of this type is 3.15 gram
Obverse -This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read

“Phagunimitras” at the bottom inside a square incuse.
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Reverse -This side shows a female deity with five flames emerging from her head.

She is standing on a platform, her right hand is raised and left hand is held akimbo™.

Fig no.43

Type —2: [Fig no. 44], the weight of the coin of this type is 4.15gram.

Obverse -This side has three Panchal symbols at the top and one-line Brahmi legend which read
“Phagunimitras” at the bottom inside a square incuse.

Reverse -This side bears the image of a deity standing facing front on a platform, flanked by railing

with poppy seed pod shaped top. Right side railing is not visible.

Fig no.44
Type - 3: [Fig no. 45], the weights of the coins of this type are 13.23gram and 12.61gram.
Obverse - This side bears anthropomorphic figure with seven dots in place of head above third
Panchal symbol. Both are in lying position. One-line legend at the bottom reads “Phagunimitra”.

The symbols and the legend are situated inside a square incuse.
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Reverse - This side bears tree in a railing on right side and an arched topped by a circle and two

dots on the left and right sides.

Fig no. 45

15. Prajapatimitra

Type —1: [Fig no.46], the weights of the coins of this type are 3.95 and 3.39gram

Obverse -This side bears first Panchal symbol on the upper left corner. After this the two line Brahmi
Legend exists which reads “(1) Prajapa (2) timitra”.

Reverse - This side bears a deity in standing posture facing front in the middle of the platform. He
is holding some object in his raised right hand and his left hand is held akimbo. A cloth is hanging

down from his left hand.

Fig no.46

16. Prthvimitra
Type - 1: [Fig no. 47], the weight of the coin of this type is 3 gram
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