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         Editorial 

 
 

This is the third issue of the journal. The first article is by Dr. Husam Haider. He has written a path 

breaking article underlining the discovery of burnish OCP at Barood Khera dist Aligarh,Uttar 

Pradesh. The second article by Vijay Kumar presents the antiquities found in southern part of district  

Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh. These include antiquities from proto historic OCP to monuments of Later 

Mughal period. The third article gives the detailed report of recent excavation at Agiabir district 

Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh by Dr. A. K. Singh. The fourth  article  by Prof. Vipula Dubey and Prof. 

Shitala Prashad Singh throws light on a wooden well found at Basdila tilatar district Gorakhpur, 

Uttar Pradesh. It is interesting to note that even now the narrow masonry well are called Kathkuiyan 

that is the wooden well, in local language of  Eastern Uttar Pradesh. The fifth article is by Dr. 

Krishnamurthi and Dr. Sachin Tiwary. It throws light on inscriptions of Mundeshwari temple 

district- Bhabhua, Bihar. The sixth article by Ajay Srivastava and Dr. Niharika ,gives detailed account 

of the architecture of temples of Jageshwar district Almora, Uttarakhand. The seventh article is by Dr. 

MK Pundhir. He gives detailed description of the tomb of Salabat Khan,district Agra, Uttar Pradesh. 

The eighth article is by Dr. Asif. Ali. This throws light on the different techniques of recreating the 

buildings which have perished.  Moreover, he exposes the techniques of reconstructing the potteries 

recovered during excavations. Till now the archaeologist are happy with only reconstructing the 

portion of pots around the neck. The complete reconstruction will help in doing in better 

understanding of the ceramic industries, most abundantly found antiquities during surface 

exploration as well as excavations.  

 

 

Chief Editor 
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Exploration of a Promising site locally known as Barood Khera located 

near Purdil Nagar, District Aligarh- A Report 

          

S. Husam Haider 

 

 

OCP was discovered first of all in 1951 by Prof. B. B. Lal when he reached the lowest levels of 

Hastinapura excavation1. Later on he also got the same type of ceramic at Bisauli and Rajpur Parsu2 

while pursuing the problem further. To ascertain its separate identity many more investigations in 

the form of explorations and excavations were made. Gradually the number of sites and the variety of 

OCP repertoire considerably increased and many other significant pieces of information were 

established beyond an iota of doubt. Its association with the copper-hoard and the extent of its 

diffusion were the two problems which were settled to a great extent. Some of the predictions about 

OCP which were nothing more than mere conjectures were proved later on while many of the 

surmises like refugees Harappans3  put forth lost their ground. Now is the time when another serious 

deliberation is needed in the presence of new archaeological evidences coming to surface especially 

the life span of OCP people and their correct identification etc. 

 Very recent exploratory surveys have brought before the archeologists and historians some 

astounding results which need a fresh appraisal and interpretation. The frequency of sites yielding 

unmistakably OCP shapes and remarks has remarkably increased. The number of the sites is going to 

change the perception of the demographic figure of OCP settlers4. Regarding life span and the origin 

of this culture some new theories have been propounded. Prof. Gaur who has the credit of excavating 

a single culture habitational site of Lal Qila5 is of the opinion that the OCP people, most probably 

appear to be an off-shoot of the pre-Harappans of the Indus valley. Similar type of opinion was 

expressed by Prof. MDN Sahi who presented a paper in the conference of Indian Archeological 

Society6 held at December 2000. Prof. B.B. Lal has identified OCP people as indigenous Nishads. The 

idea that OCP predates Harappans, is coeval with them, and coexists with them in their later phase is 

firmly established. Eighty five OCP sites were reported from Saharanpur district7 while about fifty 

five late Harappan sites have been explored in Muzaffar Nagar8 district. Out of these fifty five sites 

thirty numbers may be segregated as the pure OCP sites. A village to village exploratory survey of 

the district Aligarh (old) was undertaken by Vijay Kumar which has brought to light about 133 sites 
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yielding OCP shapes9. The pottery specimens gleaned during survey are in the custody of the 

Museum of Archeology, Deptt. of History A.M.U Aligarh. Out of these one hundred and fifty eight 

sites some were found to be fascinating on the basis of some unique features they presented. A 

promising site locally known as Barood Khera locted near Purdil Nagar district Aligarh presents 

some peculiar features of OCP was visited during the village to village survey of the two districts. 

The antiquities found here will be presented in detail in this article. Earlier only three OCP sites 

namely Kauraiganj10, Morthal11, and Jalali12 were reported from the whole district of Aligarh. 

 The shapes of OCP recovered from this site have been compared with the very well known 

excavated sites of the upper Gangetic Doab. Only a very limited number of shapes are being  drawn. 

However, these drawings can provide fairly conceivable idea regarding typology and decorative 

devices applied to various pots and pan of the whole gamut.  

 Barood Khera a multi-culture site was initially located by a team during a village to village 

survey of the district of Aligarh (old). This survey was planned and conducted on an extensive scale 

by Vijay Kumar . When the artefacts gleaned during this preliminary survey were subjected to a 

meticulous examination by the author, some interesting features were noticed. The collected pottery 

pieces were found to belong to PGW, NBPW, RW of historical period and Glazed Ware besides a 

good number of typical OCP shapes. A sizable portion of the upper crust of the mound has already 

been either eroded or damaged due to human intervention. Now Grey Ware shreds and shapes 

mixed with other later pottery specimens may be picked up from the surface lying immediately over 

the OCP deposit which has survived perhaps due to being at the lowest levels. Some structural 

remains of mud bricks were also found to be partly visible at one place which is most probably due to 

earth removal by the villagers living in the vicinity.  

 The whole gamut of the ceramics collected from the OCP deposit comprises of vases, bowls, 

basins and miniature pots, etc. The shapes have been drawn and compared with the other OCP 

yielding sites of nearby areas such as Lal Qila, Atranjikhera13 and Saipai14. Maximum number of 

identical shapes has been found when compared to Lal Qila. Not only shapes but many painted 

designs have also been found to be identical with Lal Qila and Atranjikhera both. The decorative 

devices applied mostly on the shoulders of the pots are of three types’ viz., incision and graffiti. 

Besides the above sites existing in the immediately contiguous area, many of the shapes have also 

been found to be very close to some other OCP yielding sites of western Uttar Pradesh, namely 

Ambkheri15, Bahadrabad16, Bargaon17 and Hastinapur18. 

 The distinguishing feature of Barood Khera OCP repertoire is the lustrous slip (burnishing) 

which is mostly appears to have been applied on the shoulders and rims of the vases, bowls and 

basins. This slip is comparable only to the lustrous slip generally found on the NBPW. Another 
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noteworthy feature is the prolific use of painting device. Most of the painted designs are in the form 

of a set of parallel horizontal bands or geometrical patterns created between horizontal lines. There is 

only one pot-sherd over which some floral motifs seems to have been painted. After Lal Qila this is 

the second site which stands contrary to the earlier image of OCP which was found to have 

invariably rolled edges. Porous and powdery surface which peels off even if rubbed gently 

suggesting ill-firing and water logging for a considerable period of time. Barood Khera OCP is a very 

well slipped and fired pottery having no effect of water logging etc. In the light of its association with 

eh copper hoard established by Saipai excavation it completely removes the doubt expressed by 

many archeologists that the makers of such a dull pottery as OCP,the stock of people who had the 

technological knowledge and means of raising the temperature to such a degree which sufficed to 

create excellent copper implements, could also very well fire their pots and pans persistently used in 

their day to day life. Barood Khera has the answer of this particular question raised by Shri M.C. 

Joshi during the  seminar19 on OCP & NBPW held at National Museum, New Delhi in 1971. 

 The author is grateful to Mr. Zahid Hashmi, Mr. Mohd. Abid (Draftsman) and Mr. M. Asad 

Alvi, a student of B.F.A. IInd year who have helped us in preparing and pasting of drawing plates.  
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A LIST OF OCP SITES FALLING UNDER VARIOUS POLICE STATIONS OF DISTRICT 

ALIGARH (U.P.) 

PS = POLICE STATION 

 

1. Chandauli Buzurg P.S. Atrauli 

2. Simthala P.S. Atrauli 

3. Harishchandpur P.S Atrauli 

4. Basai P.S. Atrauli 

5. Nagariapala Saloo P.S. Ghabhana 

6. Phulrai Mughalgarhi P.S. Sikandra Rao 

7. Raipur Mujtapha P.S. Atrauli 

8. Badholi P.S. Atrauli 

9. Kheria Rafatpur P.S. Atrauli 

10. Ogar Nagia Raju P.S. Ghabhana 

11. Dabha P.S. Akrabad 

12. Jahrauli P.S. Iglas 

13. Bhilpur P.S. Iglas 

14. Jalai P.S. Harduaganj 

15. Khitkari P.S. Harduaganj 

16. Barhad P.S. Vijaigarh 

17. Kaomari P.S. Vijaigarh 

18. Shoojabalpur P.S. Gangiri 

19. Kalynapur Rani P.S. Barla 

20. Narauli P.S. Harduaganj 

21. Ghadrana P.S. Kuwarsi 

22. Pankhani P.S. Kuwarsi 

23. Rangarh/Panjipur P.S. Kuwarsi 

24. Kaodiaganj P.S. Akrabad 

25. Talaisara P.S. Gonda 

26. Kinmasa P.S. Gonda 

27. Bijauli P.S. Palimukhimpur 

28. Azadpur P.S. Barla 

29. Tajpur Haveli P.S. Mursan 

30. Jalalpur P.S. Sasni 
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31. Shahgarh P.S. Akbarabad 

32. Shaikha P.S. Akbarabad 

33. Meer ki Nagaria P.S. Lodha 

34. Badaon P.S. Lodha 

35. Bargaon P.S. Sikandrao 

36. Khera Chadoorbhuj P.S. Hasayan 

37. Nagla Bari P.S. Hasayan 

38. Tasingha P.S. Sadabad 

39. Roohairi P.S. Sasni 

40. Tamanagarhi P.S. Hathras Gate 

41. Rohai P.S. Chandpa 

42. Chitruka P.S. Gangiri 

43. Nagaria Patti P.S. Akbarabad 

44. Meerpur Dahora P.S. Pisawa 

45. Salpur Khera P.S. Tappal 

46. Sindholi P.S. Gandhiparh 

47. Purdilnagar P.S. Sikandrao 

48. Goorg Nagaria P.S. Gonda 

49. Azhari P.S. Gonda 

50. Pachhabari P.S. Gonda 

51. Gadrana P.S. Kuwrasi 

52. Raipur/Panjipur P.S. Kurwasi 

53. Hajigarhi/Garhi Soorajkhand P.S. Tappal 

54. Bairamgarhi P.S. Harduaganj 

55. Bhootpura P.S. Harduaganj 

56. Chandukha P.S. Jawan 

57. Ootwara P.S. Tappal 

58. Jalojkhari P.S. Pisawa 

59. Paora P.S. Sikandrao 

60. Moojha Nojalpur P.S. Gangiri 

61. Inayatpur Bajhara P.S. Lodha 

62. Barta Khas P.S. Sikandarao 

63. Hidramai P.S. Gandhiri 

64. Doolai P.S. Hathras Jn. 
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65. Tarphera P.S. Chandapa 

66. Sathia P.S. Sasni 

67. Arjunpur P.S. Sasni 

68. Kalijari P.S. Iglas 

69. Hasthpur P.S. Iglas 

70. Makrol P.S. Iglas 

71. Bada Khurd P.S. Iglas 

72. Shahpur Thathoi P.S. Iglas 

73. Baraoth P.S. Madrak 

74. Nagla Kali P.S. Sahpau 

75. Aarti P.S. Sahpau 

76. Karaiya P.S. Sahpau 

77. Sangheela P.S. Hathras Gate 

78. Madaur P.S. Sadabad 

79. Bakayan P.S. Hasayan 

80. Hardua P.S. Harduaganj 

81. Ghatampur P.S. Sadabad 

82. Pali Mookhimpur P.S. Pali Mookhimpur 

83. Salaimpur P.S. Hathras Jn. 

84. Chintapur P.S. Hathras Jn. 

85. Bhagharaya P.S. Hasayan 

86. Shahjadpur P.S. Chandpara 

87. Hasayan Qila P.S. Hasayan 

88. Shankarpur P.S. Sasni 

89. Alampur P.S. Atrauli 

90. Maharawal P.S. Gabhana 

91. Beejhalpur Khera no. 1 P.S. Vijaigarh 

92. Gooraita Sultanpur P.S. Gangiri 

93. Aoriha P.S. Jawan 

94. Chhatarpur Khera P.S. Pali Mookhimpur 

95. Goorai P.S. Iglas 

96. Taibatoo P.S. Atrauli 

97. Patoini P.S. Murasan 

98. Mohriya P.S. Sasni 
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99. Meer Garhi P.S. Atrauli 

100. Kajmadabad Machooya P.S. Harduaganj 

101. Kayasiya P.S. Sikandrao 

102. Sultanpur Khera P.S. Sikandrao 

103. Jakhota P.S. Ghabhana 

104. Aodhon P.S. Akbarabad 

105. Bhamoori Bujurg P.S. Barla 

106. Dhakoora P.S. Jawan 

107. Kanooriya P.S. Iglas 

108. Alampur Rani P.S. Barla 

109. Kanaobi P.S. Gangiri 

110. Bhoopalgarthi P.S. Akbarabad 

111. Amamdapur P.S. Akbarabad 

112. Changeri P.S. Harduaganj 

113. Mai P.S. Harduaganj 

114. Dabhi P.S. Akbarabad 

115. Bhamraula P.S. Gonda 

116. Hayatpur P.S. Lodha 

117. Saphipur P.S. Pali Mookhimpur 

118. Doodhama Khera P.S. Pali Mookhimpur 

119. Dhansari P.S. Barla 

120. Barkigarhi P.S. Tappal 

121. Sookrabali P.S. Kurwasi 

122. Basauli P.S. Gonda 

123. Nagla Parta P.S. Iglas 

124. Ratangarhi P.S. Tappal 

125. Jijjathal P.S. Gangiri 

126. Bilauna P.S. Gangiri 

127. Margaola P.S. Gangiri 

128. Chitrasi P.S. Gangiri 

129. Sakara P.S. Dadon 

130. Taraura @ Pipal Gaon P.S. Khair 

131. Ootbara P.S. Khaiir 

132. Patpar Dohara P.S. Gangiri 

133. Zarara P.S. Khair 
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134. Bhabankhera P.S. Iglas 

135. Byohara P.S. Iglas 

136. Goorusaina P.S. Iglas 

137. Bhora Goaraba P.S. Iglas 

138. Thookani P.S. Iglas 

139. Nagla Saraua P.S. Chandaus 

140. Dadon P.S. Dadon 

141. Aundha Khera P.S. Dadon 

142. Pidrika P.S. Madrak 

143. Bidhipur P.S. Sadabad 

144. Bijhara P.S. Madrak 

145. Aurauth P.S. Sadabad 

146. Khera Narayansingh P.S. Akbarabad 

147. Maghtai P.S. Mursan 

148. Khair P.S. Khair 

149. Raipur P.S. Khair 

150. Kheda Burujg P.S. Jawan 

151. Gaomat P.S. Khair 

152. Shikhagarhi P.S. Aligarh 

153. Aarnaut P.S. Sikandrao 

154. Soonahara P.S. Barla 

155. Jhalaisar P.S. Jawan 

156. Purdilnagar P.S. Sikandrao 
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Archaeological Gazetteer of District Sitapur (Part-2) 
 

Vijay Kumar 

Introduction: 

 This article is the continuation of the report "Archaeological Gazetteer of District Sitapur 

(Part-1)" published in April 2016 issue of the Indian Journal of Archaelogy. It gives the detailed 

accounts of the antiquities found during survey of suthern part of the district Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh.  

 P.S Atariya 

Atariya- The village Atariya, tahsil Sidhauli lies in latitude 2709’5.52‛ n. and longitude 8005’42‛ e. It 

lies ½ km to the east of the p.s. The mound lies to the east of the village. The House of Kunwar Balbir 

Singh is situated above the garhi mound. There is habitation on the mound. Its area is 2 acre and 

height is 12 feet. The name of the village is derived from the word ‚atari‛ i.e. a lofty house, referring 

to the house of the landlord. This village was founded in 1923 A.D. by Panwar Zamindars. They were 

related to the Ta’alluqadars of Saraura and Nilgaon, who held the Manwan pargana1. D.P. Tiwari 

reported RW of medieval period2. The ceramic industries found are BRW, PGW, NBP, K, EM and 

LM. 

Albada- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27013’17.2‛ n. and longitude 80051’40.1‛ e. It lies 

6 km to the north of the p.s. The Bheeta mound lies 0.2 km to the south of the village. Its area is 3 acre 

and height is 20 feet. A graveyard is situated on the mound. The ceramic industries found are NBP, 

K, G, EM and LM. 

Ambarpur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27011’35.7‛ n. and longitude 80049’3.1‛ e. It 

lies 4.9 km to the north-west of the p.s. Baram Bābā’s sthan is located on the mound. Its area is 3 acre 

and height is 10 feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, G, EM and LM. 

Bersapur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27010‘41‛ n. and longitude 80048’52.16‛ e. It 

lies 4.4 km to the west of the p.s. The first mound lies to the west of the village. Its area is 1 acre and 

height is 25 feet. Another mound lies to the east of the village and to the east of the river Gomti. Its 

area is 1 acre and height is 25 feet. The mound is forested. Śiva temple and Bateshwar Bābā’s sthan is 

situated on the mound. There is a habitation on the mound. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, 

G, EM and LM. 
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Bona Bhari- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27012’51.7‛ n. and longitude 80053’16‛ e. It 

lies 6 km to the north of the p.s. Its area is 3 acre and height is 15 feet. There is habitation on the 

mound. The ceramic industries found are NBP and LM. 

Dahwara- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27012’53‛ n. and longitude 80052’10.5‛ e. It 

lies 4.8 km to the north-east of the p.s. Area of the mound is 4 acre and height is 6 feet. The ceramic 

industries found are NBP and K. 

Ganera- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27012’53.4‛ n. and longitude 80054’32‛ e. It lies 6 

km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. Its area is 6 acre and height 

is 15 feet. It is lying uncultivated. To the north of the mound lies a pond. Another mound lies to the 

south-west of the village. A school is situated on the mound. There is habitation on the mound. Its 

area is 2 acre and height is 25 feet. Hemraj reported RW of a medieval period from the site3. The 

ceramic industries found are NBP, K and LM. 

Harai Garha- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 2708’15.37‛ n. and longitude 80052’0.2‛ e. 

It lies 5 km to the south-east of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. Its area is 1 acre and 

height is 10 feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, EM and LM. 

Himmatnagar- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27011’54.53‛ n. and longitude 

80054’34.77‛ e. It lies 6 km to the south-west of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. The 

area of the mound is 2 acre and height is 7 feet. There is habitation on the mound. Shītlā Devī temple 

is also situated on the mound. Hemraj reported RW of medieval period4. The ceramic industries found 

are NBP, K, EM and LM. 

Jajaur Garhi- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27012’11.65‛ n. and longitude 80049’10.39‛ 

e. It lies 7 km to the north-west of the p.s. The mound lies 1 km to the north of the village. The mound 

is forested. Its area is 10 acre and height is 10 feet. To the north of the mound lies river Sarayan. The 

ceramic industries found are EM and LM. 

Kamoliya- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 2707’56.5‛ n. and longitude 80052’55.5‛ e. It 

lies 5 km to the south of the p.s. The mound is inhabited. Its area is 8 acre and height is 30 feet. 

Shrines of Bhainsāsur Bābā and Baram Bābā lie in latitude 2707’56.5‛ n. and longitude 80052’55.5‛ e. The 

village lies to the west of this point. There is a pond to the east of this point. Probably there were 

many Viṣṇu temples around the pond which have disappeared. The mound is located to the north-

west of this point. Bricks of size 15‛x8‛x3‛ and of thickness 2 ½‛ are found strewn on the site.  
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  Fig. 1: 11th century broken Viṣṇu idol, village Kamoliya 

 
                                                             Fig. 2: 10th century Broken Viṣṇu idol, Kamoliya 

Baram Bābā idol is an 11th century A.D 

broken sculpture of Viṣṇu and is made 

of buff colored sand stone. All Daśāvatār 

images are shown in the Parikar of the 

image. On the pedestal are shown 

Udadhi Kumāra’s holding pots. In the 

middle sits Goddess Lakśmi with folded 

hands on a pedestal and she is flanked 

by Nāga figures (Fig. 1). The upper 

portion of the idol has been 

reconstructed with cement mortar. 

Bhaisāsur Bābā idol is, a 10th century 

broken Viṣṇu Sculpture. The pedestal 

has Pañcharatha Plan. In the middle sits 

Goddess (Bhūdevī) flanked by two 

figures (Fig. 2). This place is located 

south-west of Baram Bābā across the 

road. The ceramic industries found in 

Kamoliya are NBP, EM and LM. 

 

Kasawan- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in 

latitude 27010’13.26‛ n. and longitude 

80053’4.18‛ e. It lies 2.6 km to the east of the 

p.s. The mound lies to the south of the 

village. Its area is 2 acre and height is 5 feet. 

Hemraj reported RW from early historical to 

medieval period. The other antiquities found 

were tc bead, a fragmentary animal figure 

and a fragmentary medieval sculpture5. The 

ceramic industries found are K, EM and LM. 
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Kathwan- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27011’19.70‛ n. and longitude 80054’17‛ e. It lies 

7 km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. Its area is 2 acre and height 

is 10 feet. To the south of the village lies Sagra Talab. The ceramic industries found are K, G and LM. 

Kunwarpur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 2708’28.41‛ n. and longitude 80051’42.95‛ e. It 

lies 3.4 km to the south of the p.s. The mound lies 0.4 km to the south of the village. Its area is 50 acre 

and it is almost at the same level as surrounding area. The mound is lying fellow. The ceramic 

industries found are EM and LM. 

Madaripur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27012’38.56‛ n. and longitude 80056’40.5‛ e. It 

lies 9.5 km to the north-east of the p.s. The first mound lies to the south of the village. The mound is 

inhabited. Its area is 3 acre and height is 5 feet. The ceramic industries found on the first mound are 

NBP, K, EM and LM. Another mound lies 200 meters to the south of the village. Its height is 6 feet 

and area is 3 acre and there is habitation on the mound. The second mound lies 2 km north-east of the 

village. There is a school on this mound. Its area is 4 acre and height is 8 feet. The ceramic industries 

found are G and EM. 

Manwan- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27012’54.40‛ n. and longitude 80049’59.62‛ e. It 

lies 5.5 km to the north-west of the p.s. The mound lies 3 km to the west of the village. Its area is 180 

acre and height is 50 feet. The village is situated on southward extension of the main mound. Its area 

is 25 acre and height is 25 feet. Fuhrer has given a probable earlier name of the village as Manavpur. In 

the last century, this place was named Manpur-Mustafabad. He noticed a small dargah, Idgah, large 

pieces of sculptures and large bricks here6. It was earlier known as Mustafabad and was a Muslim 

town six centuries ago7. The Panwars of pargana Manwan trace their descents from Muldeo of the 

family of Itaunja in Lucknow. During Akbar’s period, this place had a brick fort and was owned by 

Rajputs and Musalmans. The cultivated area was 29,445 acres, the revenue was 7, 71,372 dams and the 

military force was 2000 foot. The Manwan pargana is said to have been originally one of the 13 tappas 

of pargana Biswan and to have been made a separate mahal in the days of Akbar. There is a small 

Dargah and Idgah, built over two centuries ago, by one Mustafa Khan, who at that time held the 

village. There is an extensive khera wrongly ascribed to king Mandhata of Ajodhya. In 1923 Neville 

noticed that it was covered with large bricks, many of which have been used in the building the 

houses of the village. Many of the sculptures were removed to the Lucknow Museum. A pargana was 

named after this place. In former days, it formed a portion of the large mahal of Nimsar, which was for 

some centuries held by the Ahbans, whose headquarter was at Pataunja near Aant. They were 

succeeded about 250 years ago by Panwars, Kayasthas, Musalman, Brahmāns, and others. At a later date 

came the Gaurs, whose chief estate was that of Bihat8. It was originally held by the Kurmis, and Muraos 

etc, who were displaced in the 16th century by Panwar relatives of the founders of the house of Itaunja 
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and Mahona in Lucknow. From these Panwars settlers came ta’aluqdars of Nilgaon and Saraura who 

owned a large proportion of the pargana in 19239. A five foot statue of Viṣṇu, two beautifully carved 

Yakshinis and a headless red stone statue of Buddha were found here. In 1938, Rai Bahadur Ghanshyam 

Das, published an article, ‚Note on a mound (Manwan Khera) in district Sitapur‛10. Bhupendra Singh of 

Faizabad conducted excavation at Manwan and reported cultural sequence from NBP to medieval 

period11. Hemraj excavated this site between 1969-70 A.D. The excavations revealed three periods of 

occupation called period I, II and III. Period I can be placed between 2nd century B.C. to 3rd century 

A.D. Period II lies between 3rd century A.D. to 7th century A.D. Period III extends from 7th century 

A.D. to 10th century A.D. The sculptures found in the excavation mostly belong to the medieval 

period include the Brahmānical, Buddhist and Jain images. Among the Brahmānical sculptures, the 

images of Viṣṇu, Śiva, Ganeśa, Suryā, Brahmā, Chāmuṅḍā, and Durgā are important. Few fragments 

representing the figures of Buddha and one broken part of a stone image showing the head of Jain 

Tīrthankara were also found. Other sculptures including the carved stone pillars, the image of 

Śalabhanjikā, door jambs etc were found. A large number of terracotta pieces ranging from Kuśaṇa 

period to medieval period were found. The votive tank and the seated figure of mother with an 

animal was an important find. Two such tanks were found, one of them partly broken (22x118x5 cm), 

consisted of a walled enclosure with an opening in the front wall. Originally there would have been 

four musicians squatting against the back wall and shallow cup was placed between the legs of each 

figurine. One of the four figures is unbroken. It is a drummer wearing earring and a drum hanging 

from his neck. The figurines as well as tank are modelled by hand (Fig. 3).  

The female head with frizzled locks, a female 

with hand akimbo, mother and child plaque, 

the figures of Gaṇeśa were important 

amongst the Gupta relics. The roughly 

modeled terracotta figurine mostly of 

animals of medieval period was reported. 

Among the terracotta animal figurines, the 

representations of an elephant, bull, horse 

and a ram were met with. One figurine of an 

elephant bears ornamental fillet on its 

forehead. The coin found by villagers range 

from 2nd century B.C to Muslim period. One 

coin of Panchāla King Agnimitra belonging to 

circa 2nd century B.C. was also found. The 

Kuśaṇa coins found here are mostly defaced Fig. 3: Kushan Terracotta votive tank 
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and only the figure of king, wearing a long coat, is visible.  

Two terracotta sealings with inscription in Brahmni script were recovered during excavation. 

One of them was broken. On paleographic grounds, they are to be assigned to the 1st century A.D. 

Circular sealing in grey terracotta, without any knob on top, five letters in Brahmni script, encircled 

by radiant lines, which alternated with dots bearing Legend Brahmāna was found (Stratum XV). 

Almost circular sealing of red terracotta, bearing a knob on top, which has been pinced out of the clay 

was found. It is interesting that the letters are written on the upper surface of the sealing. On the top 

of the letters, a wavy line is also present. There is a string mark on the lower surface.  

Copper coins obtained from the excavations were considerably defaced and the symbols on 

them had been completely defaced. These coins collected from the surface belonged to the Sultans of 

the Delhi, Sharqi kings of Juanpur, Mughals, and Nawabs of Oudh. Details of legible coins are given 

below, (1) Obv: a standing male figurine, wearing long coat holding a staff in his left hand, Rev: 

Defaced, Shape: round, metal copper, Condition: highly corroded. (2) Obv: Al-Sultan-Ul-Azam-Alla-

Al, Kunia-wa-Aldin, Rev: Abu-Al-Muzzaafar-Mohd, Shah-Al-Sultan, Shape: round metal silver, 

Condition: fair. (3) Obv: Al-Sultan-Al-Azam, Rev: Jalal-Al-Dunai-wa-Al-Din, Shape: round, metal 

copper, Condition: fair. (4) Obv: Husain Shah-Bin-Mohammad-Shah bin Ibrahim-Shah-Sultan-ae-khildt-

Mumlikath, Rev: Al-Khalifath-Amir-Ul-Mohammad, Khiladat-Khilafat, Condition: fair. (5) Obv: Aurangzeb-

Alamgir-badhshah, Badr-Munir-Sikkal, Rev: Mewant-manus, Sur-e-Jalus 51 Zarh Shape: round, metal 

bilon,  Condition: good. (6) Obv: Ghazi-ud-din Haider 1235 A.N Rev: legend oblitetated, Shape: round, 

metal- copper. (7) Obv: Sultan-Alam-Badshah, Taid-Allah, Zile-hag, Wajid-Ali-fazal-sheikh, Zad-seem-wa-

zar, Rev: mermaid holding clubs outwards and pennant inwards. A shield in centre, crown with an 

umbrella above it, below two crossed swords and a club. Legend reading probably Zarb-mulkawadh, 

Bail-ul-sultan Shape: round, metal copper, Condition: rolled12.  

The ceramic industries found on the mound are K, G, EM and LM. The similar ceramic 

industries are found in the Mohalla Pathanan Tola (latitude 27012’55.43‛ n. and longitude 80049’55.69‛ 

e.), Pasiyan Tola (latitude 27012’50.04‛ n. and longitude 80049’57.17‛ e.), and Manwan Bazar (latitude 

27012’42.91‛ n. and longitude 80050’1.31‛ e.) Raiganj (latitude 27012’58.75‛ n. and longitude 

80050’85.41‛ e.) The ceramic industries found in Raiganj, situated across a nala on the north-east side 

of the village Manwan, the village graveyard and Raiganj graveyard are NBP, K and LM. Chankhandi 

mound lies in latitude 27012’50.01‛ n. and longitude 80050’16.15‛ e., and is situated to north-east of 

the Manwan Bazar. The ceramic industries found here are EM and LM. The ceramic industries found 

near Poorab Har ki Tiliya situated to the south-east of the Manwan Bazar across the road are EM and 

LM. Similar potteries are found 200 meter to the south and west of the Manwan Bazar. Kot mound 

situated to the west of the village is about 30 feet higher than the surface level of the village. River 
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Sarayan touches the south-western corner of the Kot mound. It is skirted by Baruha nala on the 

southern side. Another small nala flows on the northern side of the Kot mound and Manwan village 

mound. To the north-east of the Kot mound across the nala is situated Gajkiri mound considerably 

lower than the Kot mound. On Gajkiri mound stands Intia Shahid Bābā’s Mazar. The saint is offered the 

brick bats. It has lead to pilling up of brick bats around the shrine. Tah mound lies 100 m to the east 

and Dundwa mound lies 50 m north of Gajkiri mound. As we move from the village 0.7 km across nala 

to Jhakhara village (latitude 27013’20.73‛ n. and longitude 80050’4.73‛ e.) whole ground is covered with 

NBP, K, G, EM and LM pottteries. To the north-west of Jhakhara lies Idgah. It stands on an early 

medieval structure made of 3 inch thick bricks. The bricks found here are 3‛, 2¾‛, 2‛, 2½‛, 1½‛, and 

1‛ thick. To the north of the Kot mound stands village, Rasool Panah (latitude 27013’36.36‛ n. and 

longitude 80049’33.9‛ e). Hemraj noticed and described a temple in the village13. The whole area lying 

between this village Kot and Jhakra is covered with NBP, K, G, EM and LM potteries. Before entering 

the village Rasool Panah, on its eastern side, stands the shrine of Tapeśvarī Devī. Broken sculptures 

were found kept on an open platform called the shrine of Tapeśvarī Devī. These are described as 

follows. A broken part of a panel depicting female attendants of varying sizes of 9th-10th century A.D. 

was found (Fig. 4). There is another broken panel (9th-10th century A.D.) depicting a deity with male 

and female attendants (Fig. 5). There is lower left part of parikar of Viṣṇu idol depicts Kalkī and other 

ten avatāras of Viṣṇu (Fig. 6). 

                  

 Fig. 4: 9th-10th century                   Fig. 5: 9th-10th century                    Fig. 6: Parikar of Viṣṇu image 

    Female attendents                Broken Male & Female attendents  

 

 At a distance of 200 m to the north of the village Rasool Panah across a small nala are found the 

remains of the temples of different periods. The modern temple is known as Maneśvar temple. To the 

west of the temple lies stepped well (Vapi) of size 9x10 meter, the lower brick courses are made of 4‛ 
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bricks. Upper courses of the well are of dressed Kankar Blocks. The bricks used in the wall are of 

thickness 3, 2½, 2, 1¾, 1½ inch. The bricks of the same size are also found on the site. The following 

sculptures were found. Broken idol of Chāmuṇḍā, a tantric Goddess of 16th-17th century A.D. was 

found here. It is made of buff colored sand stone. Four handed female deity is holding skull in the 

right hand and other four hands are mutilated. It is very crude (Fig. 7). Fragment of a sculptured 

panel of 10th century A.D. was found. It is of the Bhūvarāha incarnation of Viṣṇu standing with his left 

foot on a lotus which in turn is held by Nāga and Nāgi in Aliḍh Posture (Fig. 8). There was found a 

Fragment of a panel depicting lower portion of Umā-Maheśwara idol. Bhringirīśi, Nandī and a Śivagaṅa 

are bearing the load of the duo. Its period is 10th century A.D. (Fig. 9). There was found a fragment of 

10th century A.D. sculpture on the site (Fig. 10). A Fragment of a sculpture of Pārvatī, Śiva’s consort 

12th-14th A.D was found. Śivaliṇga is projecting from her head of 9th-10th century. The goddess is 

holding a mirror in her left hand. Jatābhār appears like a Śivaliṇga on her head. She is wearing 

Graiveyaks and Kuṇḍals also (Fig. 11). 
 

             

                        Fig. 7: 16th-17th century Chamunda         Fig. 8: Broken pedestal of Varah Idol (10th century) 
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       Fig. 9: Broken fragment of Uma-Mahesh idol (10th century) 

 

                          

           Fig. 10: 10th century Sculptural fragment           Fig. 11: Fragment of Parvati Idol (12th century) 

 

A fragmented lower portion of the Vāmans sculpture of 10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 12). The 

fragment of the idol of a deity seated over a man lying on the ground was also found. It is of 12th-15th 

century A.D. (Fig. 13).  
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                 Fig. 12: Fragment of Vaman Idol                                          Fig. 13: Fragment of a deity seated over a man 

Architectural fragment, a lalatbimb of 11th-12th century A.D. depicting two deities in rathikās was found 

here. It shows Śiva in the centre who is flanked by a deity in niche. There are scrolls in between and 

chandraśala’s above the gods (Fig. 14). 

 

Fig. 14: Broken Lalatbimb of a temple (11th-12th century) 

Gaṇeśa idol (10th century A.D.) was found kept in the modern temple. It is in lalitāsana Mudrā. He is 

holding an aksamāla in the right upper hand and in right lower hand, he is holding a Tooth. It has got 

large ears and the other two hands are mutilated (Fig. 15).  

Broken fragment of the idol of Viṣṇu riding on Garuṅa holding Śankha in right hand was found in the 

temple. It is of 9th-10th century A.D. (Fig. 16).  
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A Ganeśa idol in sitting posture of 11th-12th century A.D was found here (Fig. 17). 

                                

                      Fig. 15: Ganesh Idol, 10th century                               Fig. 16: Visnu seated on Garuna, 9th-10th century 

 

                             
              Fig. 17: Ganesh Idol, 11th-12th century                                                  Fig. 18: Black stone sculpture 
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An unidentified sculptural fragment of black Basalt was also found kept inside a modern temple (Fig. 

18). The whole area around Manwan mound is 2 km long in north-south direction and it is covered 

with potteries, bricks and other antiquities as described above. It appears that it was a great trade 

centre and a local seat of power. 

Marhapurwa- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27013’46.3‛ n. and longitude 80052’46.4‛ e. 

It lies 10 km to the north of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. Its area is 2 acre. A Śiva 

temple and an ancient well are situated on the mound. The area of the mound is 3 acre and height is 

20 feet. To the west of the mound lies a pond. The ceramic industries found are K, NBP and LM. 

Mau- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27011’9.63‛ n. and longitude 80051’28.55‛ e. It lies 1.6 

km to the north of the p.s. The mound is inhabited. Its area is 10 acre and height is 20 feet. Lengula 

Bābā’s Sthan stands at the gate of Subhash Junior High School. The railway line and highway run to 

the west of this place. The following antiquities were found in the shrine. The two damrū shaped mill 

stones are kept inside the shrine (Fig. 19).  

 

 

                Fig. 19: Damru shapes Millstones 

One 11th century A.D broken sculpture piece, a torso of a male deity made of buff colored sand stone 

was found on the site (Fig. 20). A broken sculpture piece of the lower right side of a deity of 10th 

century was found (Fig. 21). One early medieval, broken head of a female deity was found (Fig. 22). 

One early medieval, broken head of deity was found (Fig. 23).  
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                          Fig. 20: Broken Male Torso, 11th century                       Fig. 21: Broken sculpture, 10th century 

 

                  
                        Fig. 22: Broken Female Head                   Fig. 23: Broken Head of a deity 
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A Kuśāna terracotta head was also found there (Fig. 24). The ceramic 

industries found are K, G, EM and LM.                           

Nayagaon- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 2707’40.27‛ n. 

and longitude 80050’46.49‛ e. It lies 5 km to the south-west of the p.s. Its 

area is 20 acre and height is 45 feet. The mound extends to village 

Shamsherganj. Its area is 30 acre and height is 20 feet. This mound 

extends to the west of village Nayagaon. The ceramic industries found 

are K and NBP. 

Nilgaon- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27014’15.58‛ n. and 

longitude 80056’38.38‛ e. It lies 11.2 km to the north-east of the p.s. The 

mound lies to the west of the village. Its area is 25 acre and height is 25 

feet. An old Śiva temple is situated on the mound. Garhi of Raja Bhanu 

Pratap Singh is situated on the mound. The mound is covered by a Mango orchard. Hemraj reported 

RW from early historical period and medieval period. Other antiquities found were Sling ball, 

fragmentary tc animal figurine, and a fragmentary tc bead14. The brief history of this village is as 

follows. The portion of Hari Das of Saraura estate descended to Sambha Singh, the ta’aluqadar of 

Nilgaon, who made large additions to the property at the expense of his Rajput and Kayastha 

neighbours and left it to his son, Bhawani Din. The latter rendered loyal service during the mutiny by 

assisting the Sitapur refugees and otherwise, and obtained the Sanad for his ancestral estate as well as 

a grant of land known as Jalalpur in Maholi, part of the confiscated property of Raja Lone Singh. He 

died in 1877, after having adopted his nephew, Thakur Durga Baksh. This man held the property till 

his death in December, 1902, when it passed to his nephew and adopted son. Thakur Lalta Bakhsh was 

the owner of the estate in 1923. At the time the estate consisted of 11 villages and 1 patti in pargana 

Manwan, 6 villages and 2 pattis in pargana Bari and 6 villages and 1 mahal in Maholi, the whole being 

accessed at Rs. 25,40615. For further details see village Saraura. The ceramic industries found are NBP, 

K, and LM.  

Parewa Jal- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27010’9.52‛ n. and longitude 80054’36.65‛ e. It 

lies 5.1 km to the east of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. It is inhabited. Its area is 30 

acre and height is 45 feet. The mound has been thoroughly destroyed by villagers. Hemraj reported 

NBP, black polished ware, Sunga-Kuśāna RW, medieval RW. The other antiquities found were tc 

flash rubber and tc bead16. The ceramic industries found are GW, NBP, K, G, EM and LM. 

Raipur Dev Singh- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 2707’3.38‛ n. and longitude 80049’4.67‛ 

e. It lies 7.2 km to the south-west of the p.s. The mound lies to the east of the village. The mound is 

Fig. 24: Kuśāna Terracotta Head 
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inhabited. Its area is 4 acre and height is 20 feet. To the west of the mound lies river Gomti. The 

ceramic industries found are EM and LM. 

Tikauli- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27011’36.3‛ n. and longitude 80051’53.7‛ e. It lies 

2.5 km to the north-east of the p.s. There is a school on the mound. Its area is 1 acre and height is 5 

feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, G, K and LM. 

Sarai- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 2709’8.72‛ n. and longitude 80050’21.24‛ e. It lies 2.8 

km to the south-west of the p.s. The village is situated on the mound. The area is 20 acre and height is 

10 feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, EM and LM. 

Saraura- It lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27011’43.06‛ n. and longitude 80052’39.81‛ e. It lies 3 km to 

the north-east of the p.s. In 1923, the Saraura estate consisted of 24 villages and 6 six pattis in Manwan, 

one village in Gondlamau, and one patti in Bari, paying a total revenue of Rs. 28205. The portion of 

Hari Das descended to Sambha Singh who made large additions to the property of the expenses of the 

Rajput and Kayastha neighbours and left it to his son Bhawani Din. The latter rendered loyal service 

during the mutiny by assisting the Sitapur refugees and otherwise and obtained the sanad for his 

ancestral estate as well as a grant of land known as Jalalpur in Maholi a part of the confiscated 

property of Raja Lone Singh. He died in 1877 after having adopted his nephew, Thakur Durga Bakhsh. 

Ancestors of the panwars of Saraura came from Ujjain. One of their forebears Deo Ridh Rai took service 

with the king of Delhi. He reduced, it is said, the fort of Ding held by Kurmis and Muraos of pargana 

Mahona. Deo Ridh Rai had three sons, Dinger Deo-perhaps so called from his father’s exploits in the 

capture of Ding, Sahlan Deo and Karan Deo. The first son held the ancestral title of Raja, while the 

second and third sons were given the title of Rai and Chaudhary respectively by the Delhi Sultanate. 

These three divided their father’s possessions. The pargana of Mahona was said to have been managed 

by Tilok Chand Qanungo, who had come with the invading force. The conquered tract, with 

connivance of the Qanungo, was divided into 8 tappa. Four of which called the Itaunja tappa, fell to 

Dinger Deo; two, the Haweli tappa to Sahlan Deo; and two the Rewan and Bahirgaon, to Mal Deo and his 

son Karan Deo. As per the historical document of the family compiled by M. Narain Prasad, Tahsildar of 

Bari on the instruction of chief commissioner of Oudh in 1859, the third brother Mal Deo, after some 

years dispossessed the Bhar Zamindar, Dhan Singh Rai, and became Ta’alluqadar of Rewan. Within a 

year he also seized ta’alluqas of Kunwarpur, Jaipalnagar, Nawagaon and Kundri from Dharamdas Jat. Mal 

deo died after a rule of 25 years. His son Karan Deo survived him only for a short while. He left two 

sons, Hari das and Nanda das. In 1656, a dispute between them resulted in a partition of the estate into 

Rewana and Lahu-Rewan or Kunwarpur. The descendants of Haridas are represented by Ta’alluqdar of 

Nilgaon, while Nanda Das became a ta’alluqdar of Lahu-Rewan comprising of the estates of Nawagaon 

and Kunwarpur. He died in 1674 leaving two sons, Girdhar Singh and Jagat Singh. Jagat Singh, the 
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younger brother embraced Islam under the name of Sarwar Khan and lost all rights to inheritance. 

However he was adopted by Zinmast Khan of Garhi Hasanpur. (Zinmast Khan was himself descended 

from Malik Parab, the Hindu Zamindar of the Ta’alluqa of Jandhama). The descendants of Jagat singh are 

all Muslims, still residing in Garhi Hasanpur. Girdhar Singh who at that time held the whole of Lahu-

Rewan, adopted the title of Rai, which is borne to this day by the eldest member of the eldest line of 

his descendants. Girdhar Das had two wives. By the first he had four sons, Rai Gaj Singh, Kesri Singh, 

Hans Rai, and Bhim Singh. The latter was the progenitor of Raja Harihar Baksh Singh. Shahji was the 

most renowned of his six brothers. He surpassed them all in manliness and intellect. His prowess has 

passed into local legends. By the might of his arms and the art of diplomacy he expanded the estate. 

He seized some 21 villages of Ilaqa parewa Jal from Ghanshyam das, Janwar and others from Brahmins, 

Thakurs, Ahirs and Muslims. In all he added 48 villages to the 15, he and his brothers had inherited 

from their father. It was a sign of the times that he had wrested the two villages of Garhi Ghazipur 

from the local Qanungo and many of his acquisitions were made not by force, but by willing 

submission of smaller landowners, who were glad to secure the shelter of his name. Shahji lived to a 

good old age and he lived upto 1777. In 1752, Shahji established the village of Saraura after which this 

estate is called, legend has it that he was awarded a jeweled sword by the emperor of Delhi, and this 

is still in the possession of the family and is considered most precious and sacred. After living jointly 

for 18 years, the six sons of Girdhar Das partitioned the estate inherited from him and enlarged by 

Shahji. Shahji and Bhim Singh retained the Ta’alluqa of Saraura Kunwarpur giving that of Parewa Jal to 

their four half brothers. Rai Jal Singh, eldest son of Girdhar Das then became the ta’alluqadar of Parewa 

Jal. Of his three own brothers Kesari Singh left no issue. Harbans Rai and Hans Rai were given the 

villages of Muzaffarpur and Bijawamau as Guzara where their descendants still alive. Rai Gaj Singh had 

two sons.  The younger, Sadhan Singh predeceased his father. He left two sons of whom the younger 

Chait Rai was given the ilaqa of Kantain, while the elder Rai Prithvi Singh inherited the Ta’alluqa. Rai 

Prithvi Singh had two sons. The younger Faqir Singh was given the ilaqa of Shahpur but was slain in a 

fight with a Naga Faqir. The eldest was Rai Kakulat Singh. He had five sons. He was succeeded by a 

line of descendants of who 7th in line was Rai Jagmohan Singh of Parewa Jal. Shahji possessed a sense of 

honour. He could have easily taken the entire ta’alluqa for himself but he preferred to share it with 

Dund Shah son of Sadan Singh and grandson of Bhim Singh. Local tradition describes Dund Singh as a 

tyrant. He was killed in 1777, in a fight with the former Zamindar of Yarpur. Shahji wrecked terrible 

vengeance for the murder of his grandnephew. Yarpur was raised to the ground and on its ruins was 

raised Dundpur. Sheo Baksh Singh, son of Dund Shah was created the master of ilaqa. After Shahji’s 

death, his son Gombha Singh remained for twenty five years in joint possession of the ilaqa with Sheo 

Baksh Singh and his descendants. He died about 1802. And then Basti Singh, grandson of Sheo Baksh 

Singh ill-repaired the generosity of the great Shahji, by expelling Mohkam Singh, son of Gombha Singh 

and took possession of Kunwarpur and Saraura. The descendants of Mohkam Singh that is of Shahji 
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sank to poverty. It was during the time of Basti Singh that Asaf-Ud-Daula, Nawab Wazir of Oudh, 

shifted his capital from Faizabad and Panwars came within twenty miles of the central power. Before 

this, the ta’alluqdars had been petty kings, but after this Basti Singh was described as a Kabuliyatdar. In 

1838, Basti Singh resisted, by force of arms, the chakladar of Bari who had come to collect revenue. In 

the struggle he was either killed or died by his own hand. His son Bal Deo Singh continued the 

struggle but was seized and cast into prison where he died the following year. Balwant Singh, second 

son of Basti Singh, then presented himself before the Nawabi court and after a while paid up the 

revenue demand. In 1842, he was granted the kabuliyat for the entire ilaqa. This was recognized by the 

British government, after the annexation. Thakur Balwant Singh was succeeded by Thakur Ganga Baksh 

Singh, who rendered most valuable services to the British government in the uprising. The extra 

assistant commissioner H. Kavanagh, gave him a certificate death 15th February 1859, which runs as 

follows, ‚lambardar Balwant Singh lived in Saraura, where he died. Mr. Thomson made his son a 

lambardar and he acted very bravely for the English, and took many cannons from the rebels for us. In 

his name was granted the government sanad‛. In the first regular settlement which followed in 1864, 

Ganga Baksh Singh had magnanimity to enter into an agreement with his younger brother, Uma Prasad 

and his nephew Biseswar Singh son of Baldeo Singh. Ganga Baksh retained one half of the share; the 

other two took one quarter each. The line of Uma Prasad and Biseswar Singh became extinct in the 

male line. But the widowed daughter-in–law and granddaughter–in- law of the former, known 

respectively as the Thakurains of Saraura and Alaipur, were living when Raja Harihar Bhaksh Singh, 

died in 1924. Ganga Baksh Singh had a son Harihar Baksh Singh. At the time of his succession after the 

death of Ganga Baksh, he was 3 years old, and the estate went to court of wards. The Raja’s mother, 

who was appointed as guardian, founded a school named after Sir George Couper, then chief 

commissioner of Oudh. The Raja was exempted from arms act. He was a member of Sitapur district 

board and served in this capacity for 18 years. He was invited to both the coronation durbars of 1903 

and 1911, and received a durbar medal on each occasion. An account of Raja Harihar Baksh was given 

by a British collector of Sitapur. Raja Harihar Baksh Singh held 62 villages of which 57 lay in Sitapur 

district. However, he maintained little staff and his principal servant, Dewan Duniapat, drew only 

three rupees a month. The Raja lived in a massive fort or garhi, divided into an outer and an inner 

portion each build around a yard. In the outer portion were a reception room, and an office. Its record 

room was huddled with Hindi papers, kept without any arrangements. In one of these outer rooms, 

was caged an African lion which had been born in captivity. The inner apartments were surprisingly 

mean. The actual residential portion was a long room, with two or three doors, all opening into yard. 

At either end of this long room were wooden door opening into small dark kothris without any other 

means of light and ventilation. It was in these rooms that all cash and valuables were stored and 

buried. On 18 February 1924, Raja Harihar Baksh died suddenly. He had left no issue, and had 

executed no will. The nearest collateral was very remote in degree. The estate devolved to his widow. 
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She proceeded to waste the accumulated wealth on temples at Ayodhya and elsewhere but after she 

had thus spent about a lakh, she was stricken with smallpox and died on 23 June, only four months 

after her husband’s demise. The estate was attached, and in the stores was found three lakh of rupees 

minted in 1840, buried in earthen pitchers. In another corner was found gold mohurs of the time of the 

Mughals, and ornaments and small bricks of gold, a costly canopy and a silver hawdah. A multitude of 

claimants arose for the estate- 75 in all, of whom 37 were the Muslims from Garhi Hasanpur. The 

ta’alluqdari portion of the estate decreed to Rai Jagmohan Singh, the eldest of the eldest line. Not having 

the money to finance the litigation, he had sold three-fourth of his rights. He, however, retained the 

Garhi in his share. The more valuable, non ta’alluqdari portion of the estate went to Arjun Singh, a 

descendant from Shahji. His great grandfather Mohkam Singh was deprived of the Ta’alluqdari by Basti 

Singh, the great grandfather of Raja Harihar Baksh Singh17. 

Shivra- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27013’7.03‛ n. and longitude 80056’43.88‛ e. It lies 

10 km to the north-east of the p.s. Its area is 1 acre. It is lying uncultivated. The mound lies 0.5 km to 

the south of the village. The ceramic industries found are OCP and K. 

Sultana Dih- Sultana Dih lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27012’11.65‛ N and longitude 80049’10.39‛ 

E. It lies 5.2 km to the north-west of the p.s. Its area is about 10 acres and height is 10 feet. Bricks of 

thickness 2 ½’, 2’, 1 ¾’, 1 ½’ were found from the mound. Hemraj reported RW from early historical 

period. A tc gamesman was also found from the mound18. The ceramic industries found were K, G, 

EM and LM. 

Umra- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27013’55.7‛ n. and longitude 80052’46.3‛ e. It lies 7 

km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound is inhabited and extends towards south. Its area is 1½ acre 

and height is 15 feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, EM and LM. 

Unai- the village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27013’1.99‛ n. and longitude 80052’43.72‛ e. It lies 5.4 

km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound lies to the south of the village. Its area is 2 acre and height 

is 12 feet. The mound is inhabited. Hemraj reported medieval RW. Other antiquity found was tc 

bangles19. The ceramic industries found are EM and LM. 
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P.S BISWAN 

Biswan lies in latitude 27029’26.25‛ n. and longitude 80059’50.22‛ e. It stands on the lands of four 

villages, Bhitaura, Biljharia, Sarai Darya and Biswan. Adjoining it, on the north is the village of Jalalpur, 

which was united with Biswan to form a single town for the purpose of Act XX of 1856. There are 14 

mohallas in the town known as Qila Darwaza, Raiganj, Mangrahia Bazar, Sarai Inderjeet and the Mirdaha, 

Pathani, Jhawai, Kamangari, Saraogi, Parwari, Matha, Bahmani and Murao Tolas. The town contains 21 

Muslims and 70 Hindu sacred buildings, built of bricks, among the former are some Dargahs, erected 

over the bodies of several followers of Saiyid Salar Masud, the most noteworthy is called the Ekratiya 

Rauza. There is weekly fair held in a grave outside the town dedicated to Mansa Ram, a Brahmān, who 

died about 150 years ago. Biswan was formerly the residence of an amil and in the remains of his fort, 

a school is now located. Mumtaz Husain Khan, the builder of the mosque was the ta’aluqadar of 

Jalalpur. His estate was entrusted to the Raja of Mahmudabad five years before annexation and still 

remains in his possession. A part of the town belongs to the Kayastha family of Rampur. The history 

of the pargana named after Biswan town is chiefly the history of the Ta’aluqadars and other land 

owning families. Before Muslim invasion Bhars were strong in Biswan20. The earliest inhabitants were 

the Bhars and Kacheras, after them came Kayastha, Musalmans and Rajputs of various clans, whose 

descendants still hold a large part of the tract. Rarhs a sub division of Kurmi’s were also strong here21. 

First mention of the Muslim is in connection with the expedition of Saiyyid of Salar Masud. From his 

headquarters at Satrikh in Barabanki, he sent out columns in all directions. The only reference to him 

however, in that at or near Biswan the youthful martyr fought a battle with Suhel Deo, by whom he 

afterwards was slain near Bahraich22. It is said that the pargana was created in the days of Akbar by the 

amalgamation of 13 tappas and with that the old name was Muizuddinnagar or Lona. During Akbar’s 

period this pargana had 135,119 bighas of cultivation and was assessed at 35, 45,643 dams, a very high 

figures as compared with Laharpur. The zamindars were styled Bachhils and they contributed 30 horse 

and 1000 foot soldiers. There was a brick fort here. During 1857 freedom fighter Firoz Shah 

commanded a large force, but being hemmed in by the enemy he escaped through their lines across 

the Ghagra with about 1500 men and ultimately disappeared from the scene23. Losing all hopes of 

resurgence, Har Prasad joined Begum Hazrat Mahal and accompanied her to Nepal. His entire state 

was confiscated by the British Government after peace was restored in the district. After the 

occupation of Biswan by Barker, the district passed into the hands of the British24. Bande Husain of 

Tambaur was a prominent leader of sepoys. In 1923, there were 215 villages divided into 341 mahals. 

Of the latter 116 were held by ta’aluqdars, two being sub settled, and 154 by Zamindars and the rest by 

coparcenaries bodies chiefly in imperfect pattidari tenure. The largest landowner was the Raja of 

Mahmudabad who owns 48 villages. The chief resident proprietors were the Khattris of Muizuddinpur 

and Bhajupur, and the Kayasths of Rampur Kalan. The Bais ta’aluqdar of Basaidih also held 14 villages 
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and small estates belong to the ta’aluqdars of Akbarpur, Mallanpur and Rampur Mathura. Of the 

Zamindari estates, the largest were those of the Musalman Chowdharys of Biswan, descended from the 

Kayastha house of Rampur, the Hindu Chowdharys, the Bachhils of Bambhaur and the Janwars of Ulra25.  

Lala Moolchand’s Haveli lies in latitude 27029’37.3‛ n. and longitude 80059’44.5‛ e. First Lala Moolchand 

then Lala Beni Madho, the local Zamindars built the Śiva temple and Bābā Biswanāth’s temple around 

1870-80. Many miracles are ascribed to Biswanāth Bābā. One of them is as follows. One of his disciples 

drowned in river Ghagra. At that time the river used to flow in the vicinity of Biswan town. At this, he 

was very angry and filled the river in a Kamanḍal and transferred it further east, to its present 

position.  

Inside the campus of havelī there exists a square masonry tank which is fed with rainy water. It 

was built in a low lying area. From all sides flights of the steps descent to the water which is 

punctuated by a masonry platform. On the embankment of the tank a large number of small 

structures of varied nature have been built. On the southern side an open pavilion in the form of 

Baradari has been built. It is surmounted by Banglādār roof. It was conceived as fluted vault and 

crowned by inverted lotus. On the eastern side four small temples are built. The southernmost one is 

a square structure surmounted by wagon vault where as the middle one is an octagonal structure 

surmounted by a dome. The third northern one is very small structure surmounted by a depressed 

dome. The fourth structure is a square surmounted by a dome. On the western side bathing enclosure 

of ladies has been provided. This structure descends to the water level (Fig. 25).  

 

                  Fig. 25: Masonry Tank, Lala Moolchand Haveli 
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The temple consists of a garbhgriha which was built on a raised platform. The structure is built 

on an octagonal plan surmounted by a pyramidal śikhar. The śikhar is conceived in the form of the 

clustering of small śikhars fixed to the central one. The main temple structure and śikhar has been 

demarcated by projected dropping eves. The high rise śikhar is crowned with pyramidal finial (Fig. 

26). 

 

         Fig. 26: Temple inside Lala Moolchand Haveli 

Chaupan Śahīd Bābā, a companion of Salar Ghazi Masud died here and his tomb lies in latitude 

27029’26.2‛ n. and longitude 80059’55.1‛ e. It lies to the east of the p.s. Another of his companions 

Sayyid Amir Hasan also died here. His companions were forty in numbers. The descriptions of the 

graves of some of them are as follows. The grave of Madhu Shah lies to north-west of the graveyard 

mosque. The grave of Shahid Mard Bābā lies in the north-east of the mosque. Khallarpir Bābā’s tomb is 

situated on Sitapur road. Julfateh Bābā’s grave lies in mohalla Mianganj. Iliya Shah’s grave also lies in 

Mianganj. Pir Bābā’s grave lies in Mirdahi Tola. All these graves appear to have been rebuilt during 

Nawabi period. 
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The Chaturbhuj Mandir mohalla Jhajjhar lies in latitude 27029’6.8‛ n. and longitude 8100’7.6‛ e. 

Chaturbhuj temple is situated on the mound. There are many modern temples on the mound. Its area 

is 3 acre and height is 5 feet. The ceramic industries found are K, G, LM and EM. 

Dairewali masjid lies in latitude 27022’52.4‛ n. and longitude 80059’48.7‛ e. It is located in mohalla Daira 

which is considerably raised from surrounding areas. Daira Pir Bābā’s tomb, the full name of the holy 

man was Shah Abdul Haqim. The tomb is made of 2¼‛ bricks. The door arch has pendentive 

decoration of stone. The tomb is a cubical structure providing with entrance on southern side. The 

southern entrance has been conceived with a small arch way fixed in bigger arch. The bigger arch is 

decorated with spear head fringes typical of Sayyid-Lodi period. The smaller arch way has been built 

in trabeated style. Interior of the tomb building has been converted into octagon by building arched 

alcove in the corner. Inside the three storey effect has been provided by blind arches. The second 

stage of the phase of the transition is conceived with corbelling, though false arches have been put on 

the phase. Above the second phase of the transition the circular drum was built to bear the dome. The 

whole structure is surmounted by a dome based on high rise octagon. The dome is crowned with an 

inverted lotus and finial. The type of arches, the shape of dome and the type of phase of transition 

indicate that the tomb building was constructed during Sayyid Lodi period. The Structure is totally 

devoid of decorations (Fig. 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31).  

     

                             Fig. 27: Tomb of Daira Pir                                  Fig. 28: Tomb of Daira Pir, Front Facade 
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         Fig. 29: Phase of Transition, Tomb of Daira Pir                       Fig. 30: Dome, Tomb of Daira Pir 

 

 

         Fig. 31: Plan of Masjid and Tomb, Daira Pir 
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Daire Wali Masjid is made of 2‛ thick bricks. The two Minarets were added in modern times when the 

older one fell down. The mosque building is composed of western Liwan which is divided into 

central nave and side aisles. Naves and side aisles are connected by pointed arch way. The nave 

accommodates the qibla, which is hexagonal and is containing window. The qibla is flanked by niches, 

presently above the qibla, a window has also been provided below the main blind arch. Building of 

the mosque is surmounted by three symmetrical domes based on the octagonal drums. The domes 

are crowned by an inverted lotus and finial. In the phase of transition the first stage has been found 

which has been achieved, with the help of squinches. Presently the building of mosque is totally 

devoid of any surface decorations. The reason is that it was plastered and modified later on. The 

structure of the mosque and the architectural analysis indicated that the mosque was built during 

early Mughal Period (Fig. 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37).  

 

Fig. 32: Rear façade and Domes, Daira Wali Masjid 
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     Fig. 33: Front façade, Daira Wali Masjid 

 

              Fig. 34: Qibla, Daira Wali Masjid 
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   Fig. 35: View of Qibla and Aisel, Daira Wali Masjid 

 

          Fig. 36: View of Aisel, Daira Wali Masjid 
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        Fig. 37: Dome and phase of transition, Daira Wali Masjid 

Ekratiya Rauja lies in latitude 27029’17.1‛ n. and longitude 8100’7.3‛ e. The dome of the structure has 

fallen down. There are four graves inside the dilapidated building. The walls of the lower course up 

to 3 ½ feet is made mostly of 2‛ thick bricks. There are a few 3‛ thick bricks, above this the wall are 

made of 12‛ thick kankar blocks. Openings are arcuate piercing the sunken rectangles. There are 

rectangular openings above the arched gates. All the four sides are pierced with arched doors. The 

squinches are arcuate. Below the arches, at the corner, is corbelled support. The structure is a tomb 

built during Sayyid Lodi period. It is a rectangular structure and built with brick and kankar blocks. 

The arches whether on door or in squinches are true as they contain keystone and side radiating 

stone. Presently the structure is in dilapidated condition and has no roof, but the squinches of the 

phase of the transition which have survived in the corner, clearly indicate that this tomb structure 

was once surmounted by domed roof. The structure of the tomb building was built in two phases as 

proved by the use of bricks in the lower portion of the wall and use of kankar blocks in the upper 

portions of the walls. The shape of the arches indicates that it was built during Sayyid Lodi’s period 

(Fig. 38, 39, 40, 41 and 42). 
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   Fig. 38: Rear façade, Ekratiya Rauza                      Fig. 39: Graves, Ekratiya Rauza 

     

                     Fig. 40: Phase of Transition, Ekratiya Rauza               Fig. 41: Elevation of Ekratiya Rauza 

                     
                                               Fig. 42: Plan of Ekratiya Rauza 

Fatte Shah’s mosque lies in latitude 27030’9.6‛ n. and longitude 80059’39.2‛ e. A rich man called Fatte 

Shah gave advance to a trader. He made huge profit in the deal. Out of the profit he built the mosque. 
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To the south-east of this stands his tomb. It is of later Mughal period. To the east there is a circular 

kankar foundation probably of a well. Now it has been filled up. In whole mohalla, kankar blocks are 

obtained by digging the land. Kankar blocks have been used in building the foundation of this 

mosque. This mosque is composed of only western liwan, which is divided into central nave and 

flanking aisles. The nave and aisles are connected with arched way where the lining of arches has 

been conceived with multi-foliations. The central nave is having mehrab conceived via pointed arched 

alcove fixed in a multi-foliated arch. The façade of the mosque consists of three arch ways where 

central archway is a little projected towards the outside. Both corners of the façade are occupied by 

octagonal minarets. Three minarets above the roof level are elevated very high and are divided into 

five storeys with the help of the cornice. And the fifth storey of the minarets has been modelled in the 

form of false domed chhatries. The roof of the mosque has been surmounted by the three domes 

where the central dome is higher and bigger having an elevated circular base. All the three domes are 

crowned with inverted lotus and finial. The rear façade at the roof level is surmounted by small 

square burrets. At the roof level guldasta and railing have been built (Fig. 43, 44, 45, and 46).  

                               
            Fig. 43: Front view of Fatte Shah Mosque                                      Fig. 44: Rear view of Fatte Shah Mosque 

 
 

                
                 Fig. 45: Qibla and Side Aisel, Fatte Shah Mosque                           Fig. 46: Inscription in the Mosque 
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The tomb structure has been conceived into a rectangular pavilion surmounted with wagon vault. 

Once the wagon vault was decorated with two finials. The building was built on a high rise platform 

(Fig. 47).  

 

             Fig. 47: Plan of Fatte Shah Mosque 

 

Raja Amir Hasan Khan’s Qila lies in latitude 27030’2.4‛ n. and longitude 80059’45‛ e. To the south-east 

of the thana structure stands mazar of Gulfatte Bābā (Fig. 48, 49 and 50).  

 

     

                                               Fig. 48: Gate of Qila                                                 Fig. 49: Inscription on the gate 
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Fig. 50: Plan of Raja Amir Hasan Khan’s Qila 

The foundation is made of large Kankar blocks. The kakai bricks (thickness 2‛) are used in the upper 

course of the foundation. Kankar has also been used in the foundation of east side wall. Structure of 

the gate is composed of central arched passage where central arch has been fixed in multi-foliated 

pointed bigger arch. The whole gate has been conceived in a rectangular frame. It is totally devoid of 

any decoration except nook shafts and vertical panels. 

The buildings known as Jama Masjid Sheikh Sarai, Sheikh Bade ki dargah and Sheik Bare’s Mosque 

lies in latitude 27030’4.4‛ n. and longitude 80059’45‛ e. Mosque is of late Mughal period with 

multifoliated arches. Thickness of bricks used in Jama masjid is 1‛. The buildings in this complex were 

built in 1173 H., as stated in several Persian inscriptions. These inscriptions are not available at 

present26  (Fig. 51, 52, 53, 54, 55 and 56).  

 Gate 

 Courtyard 
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                    Fig. 51: Sheikh Bare’s Tomb 

 

 Fig. 52: Diagonal View of Sheikh Bare’s Tomb 
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        Fig. 53: Front façade of Sheikh Bare’s Tomb 

 

      Fig. 54: Phase of Transition, Sheikh Bare’s Tomb 
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Fig. 55: Plan of Jama Masjid, Sheikh Sarai, First Floor 

 

   

Fig. 56: Plan of Sheikh Bare’s Tomb Complex, Ground Floor 

The tomb building of Sheikh Bare is situated on a square platform. The tomb structure has been built 

on a nonipartite plan where corners have been conceived as a chamber having a four sided arched 

openings. Central chamber is surrounded by cloisters and having three arched openings towards 

outside. These cloisters are situated at the cardinal points with respect to the central chambers. The 

central chamber is square and enshrines the grave. Elevation of the central chamber has been raised 

to the double storey where as the surrounding cloisters and corners chambers are of single storey. 

The central chamber is surmounted by a huge dome having a recessed band at the base. The dome is 

Jama Masjid 

Groud Floor 

Sheikh Bare’s 

Tomb 
  South-East 

        Corner 
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crowned by an inverted lotus and finial. In interior the phase of transition has been achieved with the 

help of arched alcoves in the first stage where as in the second stage the phase of transition has been 

achieved with the help of arched niches. The whole structure is presently devoid of any decoration.  

At the roof level each façade of the cloister is provided with a prominent cornice. Arches are four 

centered where as some arches look modified. On the basis of architectural analysis, the structure is 

dated to early 18th century.  

A structure has been built in south-eastern corner of the complex. This structure is composed 

of central cloister flanked by two rooms. The central cloister has been provided with three arched 

passage where multi-foliated arched are based on twin pillars. The central cloister is surmounted by 

wagon vault which is crowned by inverted lotus which once had three finials. The flanking square 

rooms are attached with central cloister with the help of arched way. These flanking square chambers 

are surmounted by vaulted dome crowned with inverted lotus and finial. Northern façade of the 

flanking rooms has been decorated with arched niches. (Fig. 57) 

 

Fig. 57: Structure in South-east corner of the Complex 

Sheikh Bare’s Mosque, It exists on a plinth, one storey high, where on the eastern side a gate 

accommodating the stair cases has been built. On the eastern side, the plinth also accommodates 

arched cloisters flanking the entrance. The main structure of the mosque composed of Western liwan 

has an open courtyard in front. The western liwan is divided into central nave and side aisles, where 

all are connected with arched way. Façade of mosque is also divided into central projected portion, 

flanked by arched entrances. The central portion of façade is an arched way, surmounted by a three 

pavilions where the central partition has arched openings with bangladar roof, and side pavilion are 

conceived as domed chhatries. Both corners of the façade have been occupied by octagonal minars 

which rises very high above the roof. Above the roof, these minars have four storeyed effect created 
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with the help of the band, and finally these minars are surmounted by domed pavilions. The western 

liwan has been surmounted by three huge domes where the central dome is bigger and highly 

elevated than the flanking domes. All the domes are crowned with inverted lotus and a finial. The 

corner of the rear façade has been conceived as cupolas above the roof level, inside the mosque arches 

are decorated with of multi-foliations. In the phase of transition squinches has been used. Qibla of the 

central nave has been built in the hexagonal shape with multifoliated arch, and arch netting has been 

used above the blind niches. The central niche of qibla is functional. Qibla is flanked by two arched 

niches at the door height. The interior has been modified and plastered. The aisles are also having 

qibla on the western side where as northern and southern side aisles have arched alcoves. On the 

basis of architectural analysis and space organization the mosque can be ascribed to the first half of 

the 18th century (Fig. 58, 59, and 60). 

 

        Fig. 58: General View of Jama Masjid 
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                 Fig. 59: Qibla and Side Aisle, Jama Masjid                                         Fig. 60: Qibla, Jama Masjid 

 

Kankar Wali Masjid (built in 1047 A.H) lies in latitude 27029’45.6‛ N and longitude 80059’47.3‛ E. 

Kankarwali masjid @ Mumtaz Khan’s Mosque was built in 1047 H., according to a Persian inscription27. 

The Kankar blocks have been used in making the walls. This inscription is not available at present. 

These blocks have also been used in making the arches and moldings in the buildings. This mosque is 

composed of a central nave and side aisles. The central nave is surmounted by a single dome resting 

on a double tier base where the lower one is square and the upper one is octagonal. The roof of the 

side aisles are conceived in the form of half domes, terminating near the upper portion of the arch 

way connecting aisles with nave. The central nave is provided with the phase of transition. It is 

achieved through corbelling. The structure is based on the arch. The qibla of mosque is in the form of 

hexagonal arched alcove. The façade of the mosque has been mutilated, though originally it consisted 

of three arch ways. Both the corners of the façade are occupied by fluted minarets. These rise above 

the roof levels. The minarets are surmounted by domed motif. The central part is projected outside. 

Both side portions have modern rectangular doors piercing a blind arch. The structure is built of 

kankar blocks and kakai bricks (Fig. 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 and 67). 
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                        Fig. 61: Qibla of Kankar Wali Masjid                          Fig. 62: Side Aisles, Kankar Wali Masjid 

 

 

               Fig. 63: Phase of Transition, Kankar Wali Masjid 
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               Fig. 64: Dome, Kankar Wali Masjid 

 

      

                   Fig. 65: Inscribed Brick                                   Fig. 66: Rear Façade, Kankar Wali Masjid 
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Fig. 67: Plan of Kankar Wali Masjid 

Seth Jaidayal Inter College, mohalla Kaithi tola lies in latitude 27029’46.3‛ n. and longitude 

80059’49.1‛ e. Its area is 15 acre and height is 30 feet. There is habitation on the mound. Kothi of Raja 

Sahab is situated on the mound. The kakai bricks about 1 inch thick are found on the mound. The 

ceramic industries found are EM and LM. 

Mangrahia Mandir, mohalla Mangrahia Tola, the first mound lies in latitude 27029’46.2‛ n. and 

longitude 8100’0.5‛ e. Its area is 5 acre and height is 15 feet. It is inhabited. The ceramic industries 

found are K, G, and EM. Iron slag is also found on the mound. The second mound lies in latitude 

27029’45.8‛ n. and longitude 80059’57.1‛ e. It is inhabited. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, G, 

EM and LM. 

Patthar Śivala lies in latitude 27029’29.1‛ n. and longitude 80059’52.9‛ e.  Thakur Bisheshwar Bux Singh, a 

Kayastha zamindar, built this temple in 1904. The temple structure is built on a raised platform which 

is approached by flight of steps. The main structure is composed of garbhgriha and mukh mandap. It 

was built on panchayatan plan, with modified form. Whole temple structure is surmounted by a 

central pyramidal śikhar and surrounded by four small śikhars. The complex is enclosed by a high 

wall where the corners have been conceived as circular bastions. On the eastern side, entrance has 

been provided through a gate house which has been built in four storeys. The entrance has been 

elevated and it covers two lower storeys. The whole structure of the gateway is dominated by arches 

fixed in bigger multi-foliated arch. After the two storeys projecting eves have been provided. The 

whole complex represents the early 20th century architecture, and is not dominated by a single style 

(Fig. 68, 69 and 70). 
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           Fig. 68: Front façade of Patthar Shivala                                              Fig. 69: Inscription on the 

                                       Patthar Shivala 

 Bambhaur- The village lies in 

tahsil Biswan, 8.5 km to the south of 

p.s. It lies in latitude 27024’55‛ n. 

and longitude 80058’10‛ e. Fuhrer 

noticed brick strewn dih and 

square well made of kankar blocks 

ascribed to Bhars28. D.P Tiwari 

reported RW, BW, laukhari bricks 

and broken bricks (39x22 cm) of 

medieval period29. 

 

Bisenda- The village lies in tahsil 

Biswan, 6 km to the north-east of Fig. 70: General View of the gate, Patthar Shivala 
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p.s. It lies in latitude 27028’45‛ n. and longitude 80056’30‛ e. D.P Tiwari reported RW and brickbats of 

late medieval period30. The ceramic industry found is LM. 

Bisendi- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27028’43.28‛ n. and longitude 80056’9.59‛ e. It lies 

6 km to the west of the p.s. Shah Ruknuddin’s Tomb and Mosque lie in latitude 27029’1.4‛ n. and 

longitude 80056’42.2‛ e inside the village. Mosque is made of modern bricks. Shah Ruknuddin’s tomb 

was earlier made of lakhauri bricks (1‛ thick). Dargah building was erected in 1041 H, according to a 

Persian inscription. This inscription is not available at present31. It was demolished by local people 

and in its place a new building was constructed. Both the structures stand on about 6 feet raise 

platform. The bricks recovered from eastern periphery of the complex are 3‛ thick. The ceramic 

industries found are EM and LM.  

Bhagupur- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27027’6.29‛ n. and longitude 80059’22.19‛ e. It 

lies 5 km to the south of the p.s. The Mahra family of Bhagupur or Bisendi, a village in pargana Biswan, 

was founded by a Delhi banker who came to Awadh some 250 years ago and settled in Lucknow and 

Biswan, at both these places his descendants have carried on banking business ever since. The estate 

was, for the most part, acquired in 1837, when the Bhagupur property came into the possession of Lala 

Sitaram under the terms of a mortgage. This consisted of seven villages, but was subsequently 

restored to the former zamindars on the redemption of the mortgage. Sitaram was loyal to Britishers 

during 1857 and afterwards obtained a sanad for the ta’aluqa of Bisendi, a village which had belonged 

to his ancestors, and also received a grant of the Tikra, the estate of five villages in Maholi, which had 

been confiscated from Raja Lone Singh. He subsequently acquired several other villages by purchase. 

Sitaram died in 1891, leaving two sons, Debi Dayal and Prag Narain. The former died in 1897 and was 

succeeded by his son, Brij Bihari lal and Mathura Parshad, who at present hold the estate in conjunction 

with their uncle, Prag Narain, and his cousin, Bhaju Lal, the son of Sheo Parshad, the younger brother of 

Sitaram. In 1923 the property was in flourishing condition and consisted of 17 villages and one patti in 

pargana Bari, four villages and three pattis in Maholi, one patti in Misrikh and two waste land grants in 

Korauna, the whole was assessed at Rs. 10,92932. He was succeeded by Raja Bahadur Suraj Baksh Singh, 

OBE. The title of Raja was personal and was granted on 1 January 1917; OBE was granted on 1 

January 1920. The title of Raja was made hereditary vide Notification No. 6, dated 3 January 1922. He 

was granted the title of Raja Bahadur personal by F & P Department Notification No. 361 H, dated 3 

June 1930. Present representatives of the Ta’aluuqa are Lala Achal Bihari Lal Mehrotra residing at 

Kaisarbagh, Lucknow; Krishna Kumar Mehrotra, Kunwar Bihari Lal Ram Kumar Mehrotra and Ajit Kumar 

Mehrotra residing at Biswan, District Sitapur33. The ceramic industry found is LM. 

Bohra- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27036’7.69‛ n. and longitude 8105’30.7‛ e, 15 km to 

the north-east of the p.s. There is habitation on the mound. Its area is 1 acre and height is 7 feet. The 
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mound marks the site of Garhi of Ta’aluqdars of Neelgaon. To the south of the mound flows river 

Kewani. The ceramic industry found is EM. 

Deori gopalpur- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27025’51.5‛ n. and longitude 80057’51.1‛ e. 

It lies 7 km south-west of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village, on the bank of a Canal. 

The ceramic industries found are K and G. 

Gadwadih- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 8.6 km to the north of the p.s. It lies in latitude 

27033’59.27‛ n. and longitude 8100’54.83‛ e. The mound lies to the south of the village. It is lying 

uncultivated. Its area is 2 acre and height is 5 feet. The mound is under cultivation. The ceramic 

industries found are K and EM. 

Kauwakhera- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 6.5 km to the north-east of the p.s. It lies in latitude 

27032’14.59‛ n. and longitude 8101’42.59‛ e. The mound lies to the north of the village. There is a 

temple on the mound. Its area is 1 acre and height is 6 feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, 

G and EM. 

Kotra- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27032’42.5‛ n. and longitude 80058’44.8‛ e. It lies 6.4 

km to the north-west of the p.s. The mound is inhabited. Its area is 30 acre and height is 15 feet. To 

the south-west of the village lies a low lying land. Palace of Seth Umeshwar Dayal stands in the middle 

of the village. The ceramic industries found are K, G and EM. 

Kutubpur- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 6.9 km to the south-west of the p.s. It lies in latitude 

27025’57.33‛ n. and longitude 80058’16.39‛ e. The mound lies to the south of the village. The shrine of 

Farfara Bābā is situated on the mound. Its area is 3 acre and height is 15 feet. The ceramic industries 

found are K, NBP and LM. 

Lodhwapur- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 6.5 km to the north of the p.s. It lies in latitude 

27032’54.83‛ n. and longitude 80059’40.25‛ e. The mound is inhabited. There is a mosque on the 

mound. Its area is 7 acre and height is 4 feet. The ceramic industries found are K, G and EM. 

Mainapur- It lies 6 km to the west of the p.s. The mound is inhabited. Its area is 7 acre and height is 5 

feet. The village is surrounded by Lakes. The ceramic industry found is LM. 

Moch-kala- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 4 km to the south-east of the p.s. It lies in latitude 

27027’40.91‛ n. and longitude 8101’28.56‛ e. The mound is inhabited. Its area is 15 acre and height is 12 

feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, G, LM and EM. 
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Nyorajpur- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27027’38.7‛ n. and longitude 80055’7.4‛ e. It lies 

8.5 km to the south-west of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. It is lying uncultivated. 

Its area is 4 acre and height is 12 feet. The ceramic industries found are K and EM. 

Patna- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 12 km to the north of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the 

village. Its area is 2 acre and height is 6 feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, LM and EM. 

Puraini- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27031’9.31‛ n. and longitude 8100’44.37‛ e. It lies 

3.4 km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound lies to the east of the village. It is under cultivation. Its 

area is 10 acre and height is 10 feet. To the north of the village lies river Kewani. The mound lies to the 

west of the Puraini Tal. The ceramic industry found is LM. 

Ruknapur- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 3.5 km to the west of the p.s. It lies in latitude 27029’24.98‛ 

n. and longitude 80057’44.26‛ e. The mound lies to the west of the village. It is inhabited. Its area is 2 

acre and height is 3 feet. Kankar blocks are also found on the mound. The ceramic industries found 

are EM and LM. 

Sanda- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, 11.7 km to the north-east of the p.s., in latitude 27034’45.94‛ n. 

and longitude 8103’44.27‛ e. The mound lies to the west of the village. It is inhabited. Its area is 1 acre 

and height is 7 feet. To the north of the mound lies river Kewani. A Hanuman Temple is situated on 

the mound. Its area is 5 acre and height is 5 feet. Fuhrer noticed brick strewn dih and square wells 

made of kankar blocks ascribed to Kacheras36. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, G and EM. 

Sarai- The village Sarai lies in latitude 27026’37‛ n. and longitude 80057’37.7‛ e. the mound lies 6 km 

to the south-east of the p.s. There is habitation on the mound. Its area is 3 acre and height is 4 feet. A 

Devi temple is situated on the mound. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K and LM. 

Saraiya Mahipat Singh- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27025’20‛ n. and longitude 

81002’50‛ e. It lies 8.9 km to the south-east of the p.s. D.P. Tiwari reported a stone panel of Navagraha 

dated 10th Century A.D.37. The 9th century Saptamātrikā patța shows a four armed Vīṇadhārī Śiva 

standing in dancing pose who is first from the right. A figure of Chamuṇḍa holding Khatvānga and 

Kapāla is 8th from the right. A figure of Indrāṇī, 7th from the right side is standing in dancing pose. 

Elephant is sitting below on right side. A figure of Vārāhī, 6th from the right side in dancing pose 

holding Kapāla and fish in her hands, Buffalo is sitting on the right side. A figure of Vaiśṇavī, 5th from 

the right side in dancing poses holding gadā and chakra in two hands. In her lower hand, she is 

holding a lotus. The remaining lower right hand is in Varadamudrā. A figure of Kaumārī 4th from the 

right side holding Śaktī in her one hand. Other hand is resting on her thigh. Her vehicle peacock can 

be seen on lower right side. A figure of Maheśvarī, the 3rd from the right side with her vehicle, the lion 
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is depicted. A figure of Brahmāṇi, the 2nd from the right side with the vehicle, swan (hans), is depicted 

(Fig. 71). 

 

 
            Fig. 71: Panel of Navagraha, 10th century  

 

Uqbapur- The village lies in tahsil Biswan, in latitude 27029’59.82‛ n. and longitude 8102’40.68‛ e, 4.6 

km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. It is lying uncultivated. Its 

area is 1 acre and height is 10 feet. The mound has been destroyed. The ceramic industries found are 

K and NBP. 
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P.S KAMLAPUR 

Kamlapur- The Shri Radha Krishna temple, 

kasba Kamlapur lies in the town, in latitude 

27022’49.7‛ n. and longitude 80049’12.5‛ e. 

The Radha-Krishna temple is composed of 

Garbhgriha and a mandap hall in front. The 

garbhgriha of the temple has been built on 

adhisthana composed of mouldings and a 

pancharatha plan. At the roof level dropping 

eves have been provided and the garbhgriha 

is surmounted with pyramidal śikhar which is 

embellished with clustering of small 

miniature śikhars. The śikhar is crowned with 

fluted pitcher surmounted by flower, melon motif and discs. Mandap has been divided into a central 

nave flanked by pillars. Five openings give passage to nave and four opening to the aisles. The 

structure of this Mandap has been based on carved Tudor arches supported by twin pillars of round 

shaft. The whole Mandap Structure has been provided with double dropping caves at the roof level 

supported on the stone brackets (Fig. 72, 73 and 74). 

 

        Fig. 73: Side View of the Radha-Krishan Temple 

Fig. 72: Diagonal View of Radha-Krishna Temple 
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         Fig. 74: Mandap of Radha-Krishna Temple 

Kothi Ranivas lies in the southern side of the town, in latitude 27022’41.87‛ n. and longitude 

80049’17.87‛ e. It lies 1 km to the south-east of the p.s. It was constructed by Jawahar Singh in 1888 (Fig. 

75).  

 

                      Fig. 75: Gate of Kothi Ranivas 
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The entrance has been constructed in an architectural style which is a synthesis of Indo-Islamic and 

Saracenic styles. It was built in the form of a gate house having two stories where lower storey is 

composed of central cusped arched passage flanked by two small cusped arched passages 

surmounted by chambers having oriel windows  projecting towards outside. The second storey has 

been conceptualized as a Baradari, where each side has three arched openings. The second storey has 

been surmounted by square pillared pavilion having a crowning element consisting of two blown 

flowers and kalash motifs. Each storey has been provided with dropping eaves supported on brackets. 

Central arched passage is composed of two arches set in the same alignment based on fluted pillars. 

The central arched passage is flanked by five storey, half merged octagonal minarets. This gate has 

been provided with two flanking double storey wings where lower storey is in the form of a cloister 

and upper storey has been formed as a row of chambers. The triangular space above the central arch 

has been embellished with floral designs on the lining of arch and two rounded fishes (Fig. 76).  

                      
                                                      Fig. 76: Front building, Kothi Ranivas 

After entering the gate of the first enclosure we reach outer Kothi set in a square place where 

all corners are occupied with octagonal bastions where the front corner bastion has been surmounted 

by domed Chhatris. This kothi is a double storey building where each storey has Tudor arches based 

on round pillars. On the front side in the centre of kothi, is projecting a portion, which is surmounted 

by a hall having windows on the second storey (Fig. 77).  
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               Fig. 77: Female Quarters of Kothi 

Behind the outer, Kothi Ranivas has been built in the form of a great palace, where inner 

structure has superimposed double storey portion existing in the center of the main structure. 

Towards outer kothi, Ranivas has a masonry gauge of open chambers flanking the main entrance.  

These chambers are meant for retainers. The entrance gateway is the best example of the synthesis of 

European Architecture and Indo-Islamic architecture. It has been provided with a trabeated gateway 

inside the cusped arch structure. Both corners of the gateway have accommodated a number of turret 

type finials when the central portion has been conceived in the form of a pyramidal finial. The 

enclosure of Ranivas has been surmounted by guldasta type parapets. 

Surya baksh singh constructed Rani Bagh, in the memory of his mother Rani Jagdevi in 1918. It 

lies in the latitude 27022’35.07‛ n. and longitude 80049’30.51‛ e. It lies 1.3 km to the south-east of the 

p.s. Ranibagh consists of huge garden with a masonry structure on the northern side. This structure 

has been aligned on east-west axis where the centre of this wing has been achieved in the form of 

monumental gateway. This is composed of Central arched way and receding angles on both sides. 

The central passage of this gateway is surmounted by a number of finials of different types, typical of 

Gothic Architecture. Both flanking wings of the central gate has been organized as the cloisters 

opening towards outside with a chamber towards inside. Arches of the cloisters are based on the 

pillars of the square shaft. These arches are of horseshoe type with a prominent key stone. Side wings 
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have arched openings. At the terrace level railings of different structured elements with different 

pilasters of different shapes have been constructed. The garden has been enclosed by a masonry 

boundary wall where all the corners have been formed as octagonal bastion (Fig. 78, 79). 

 

                  Fig. 78: Front gate, Ranibagh 

 

      Fig. 79: Façade of Ranibagh 

Badalnagar- the village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, it lies 7 km to the south of the p.s. the mound lies 1 km 

to the south-east of the village. Its area is 2 acre and height is 3 feet. The ceramic industry found is 

LM. 

Bamhera- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27022’47.79‛ n. and longitude 80045’57.85‛ e. It 

lies 6 km to the south-west of the p.s. The mound lies to the north of the village. Gold coins, copper 

coins and broken sculptures are found here. The ceramic industries found are OCP, NBP, and LM. 

Bannipurwa- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 22021’1.47‛ n. and longitude 80049’25.81‛ e. 

It lies 7.3 km to the north of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. The mound is 

inhabited. The ceramic industries found are K, EM and LM. 

Barethi- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27021’5‛ n. and longitude 80053’59.3‛ e. It lies 8.9 

km to the south-east of the p.s. There is an old well on the mound. Its area is 6 acre and height is 8 

feet. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K and LM. 
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Bargadiya- the village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, it lies 10 km to the east of the p.s. the ceramic industry 

found is LM. 

Basaidih- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27025’24.45‛ n. and longitude 80049’58.16‛ e. It 

lies 4.5 km to the north of the p.s. Madhukar Singh, son of Jagat Singh founded the ta’alluqa of Basaidih. 

The story of their forebears is given in the details under the head of village Kanhmau (p.s. Kamlapur). 

The estate remained undivided in the family of Madhukar Shah till shortly before Annexation. It then 

came into the hands of the seven brothers of whom four separated in 1836 and formed the Sijauli 

property in pargana Bari, while the other three Bhawanidin Singh, Himanchal Singh and Fateh Singh, 

retained Basaidih. This property was largely increased by Bhawanidin Singh whose son Jawahir Singh 

obtained the sanad. He rendered good services to the Britishers during 1857 and was rewarded with a 

large portions of the lands of Lone Singh known as Barmhauli estate in Maholi. Hardeo Baksh, the son of 

Himanchal Singh sued for his share in ta’aluqa and after protracted litigation, obtained in 1882 A.D., 

one-third of the original estate of Basaidih. His sons namely Suraj Baksh was an honorary magistrate 

from the town of Khairabad and honorary munsif for pargana Pirnagar. The ta’alluqdars daughters were 

married to the Maharaja of Vizianagram. His property was increased very largely. It comprised of 

villages in 14 parganas in the district. In the Sidhauli tahsil he owned 9 villages and 15 pattis, in pargana 

Bari, in the Sitapur tahsil he had 20 villages in Pirnagar, 17 villages in Khairabad and 8 villages in 

Sitapur and 11 village in Hargaon and 2 villages in Laharpur. In the Biswan tahsil he held 10 villages in 

Laharpur and 14 villages in Biswan and in the Mishrikh tahsil he had 13 villages and 36 pattis in pargana 

Mishrikh and 1 village and 29 pattis in Gondlamau and 1 village and 13 pattis in Chandra. The whole 

amounted to 146 villages and 133 pattis assessed at Rs. 98167 in 1923 A.D.  The share of Hardeo Baksh 

was divided between his sons Pirthipal Singh and Uman Parshad. The former died in 1894 leaving an 

infant son, Thakur Rampal Singh whose property was under the court of wards for some time. It 

consisted of 1 village and 2 pattis in Bari and one village in each of the parganas of Maholi, Machhrehta, 

Pirnagar and Khairabad. Uman Parshad died in 1902 leaving two sons, Thakur Ram singh and Lachman 

Singh. Their share of the estate consisted of 2 villages and 1 patti in Maholi, one village in Machhrehta 

and 9 village in Gondlamau in 1923 A.D.38. Raja Bahadur Thakur Surya Baksh Singh (1910-1948), born 

1868, married the daughter of Raja Ganga Ram Shah of Khairigarh, Kheri district, U.P. He died in 1948. 

He was D. Lit and was a member of the interim government of Uttar Pradesh, and Simon 

Commission. Later on, he resigned from the Simon Commission. He gave a donation of one lakh of 

rupees for the Banaras Hindu University. He was succeeded by his son, Diwakar Pratap Singh, and 

grandson Dinesh Pratap Singh respectively. Raja Dinesh Pratap Singh (1948) was born in 1927. He had 

been a Member of Parliament. He married daughter of Raja Birendra Bikram Singh of Payagpur, and 

has three issues: (i) Rajkumar Divyakar Pratap Singh, (born 1950 A.D.), married Rani Jaya Rajya Lakshmi, 

daughter of Lt. Gen. Shri Bharat Shumesher Jung Bahadur Rana of Nepal, and has issues: (a) Rajkumari 
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Deepshikha Singh, (born 1975 A.D.) (b) Rajkumari Chandrika Singh, born 1981, (ii) Rajkumar Dinraj Pratap 

Singh, (born 1952 A.D.), married Rani Yadunandīni, sister of the Maharaja of Jaisalmer and has issues: 

(a) Kunwar Dinkrit Pratap Singh, (born 1976) (b) Kunwar Dinkar Pratap Singh, (born 1978). (iii) A 

daughter married to HH Raja Shailendra Narayan Singh Deo of Hindol in Orissa. Dinesh Pratap Singh is 

the present representative of the house of Kasmanda. Kasmanda Palace at Mussoorie is the summer 

retreat of the family since 1915, which has been converted in to a heritage hotel. This is one of the 

oldest buildings of Mussoorie which was originally a part of the Christchurch Complex built in 1836 

A.D. by Captain Rennie Tailour of the Bengal Engineers, which is spread over 3 acres of pine forest. 

Other members of the family are Kunwarani Ira Singh, Digviajay Singh, Thakur Abhai Prakash Singh, 

Dhananjai Singh, Sanjay Singh, Vinay Singh, Kishan Pal Singh, Pratap Bhan Singh and Udai Bhan Singh39. 

Hemraj reported medieval RW, fragmentary terracotta, animal and human figures and fragments of 

Glass bangles40. The ceramic industry found is LM. 

Govindapur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, 0.4 km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound lies to 

the 5 km to the east of the village. Its area is 1 acre. It is under cultivation. The ceramic industries 

found are K, EM and LM. 

Hardi- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27021’40.48‛ n. and longitude 80050’0.2‛ e. It lies 3 

km to the south-east of the p.s. the mound is inhabited. Mauryan bricks were found in the pond lying 

to the south-west of the village.  

 
   Fig. 80: Flat Celt (Copper Hoard) 
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The Deputy Commissioner Sitapur presented to the Museum in 1924, a celt found from this site (Fig. 

80). The Celt is of flat type with square butt and splayed out cutting edge. It is 6 ¾‛ long and 4¾‛ 

wide and has a section nearly 1/3rd‛ thick. The truncations at the butt-end may perhaps be 

accidental41. 

Hariharpur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, 5 km to the west of the p.s. It lies 0.5 km to the west of 

the Chaparua mound. Its area is 2 acre. The ceramic industries found are OCP and LM (Fig. 81). 

 

                      Fig. 81: OCP found at Hariharpur 

Jeoti Shah Alampur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, 3.2 km to the east of the p.s. Its area is 10 acre 

and height is 20 feet. There is habitation on the mound. To the east of the mound lies a Jhil. The 

ceramic industries found are OCP, K and LM. 

Kanhamau- The bais ta’aluqdars of this place claimed to be descended from the Daundia khera family, 

but the assertion seems at least doubtful and they have no commensality with the descendants of 

Tilok Chand. They have long been settled in the district and their advent appears to date from the 

same period as that of their namesakes in Hardoi. According to the family traditions however two 

brothers named Bhikham Deo and Thana Singh fifth in descendent from Tilokchand, came in 1628 to 

Bahrimau in Pirnagar and took service with the Jagirdar Kesho Das, the Diwan of Pir Mohammad Khan, 

and the Subahdar of Awadh. In 1631, the Jagir was resumed but the Bais remained in possession of the 

land, in reward, it is said for having rescued the Rani of Baundi from some Musalman highway men 

when on her way to Prayag for pilgrimage. For thirteen years the estate remained undivided but in 

1664 a partition was made, each taking one-half. Thana Singh died in 1668 and he left his property to 



Indian Journal of Archaeology 
 

65 | P a g e  
 

his three sons, Rup Singh, Jagat Singh and Dariao Singh from the first of whom came the zamindars of 

Jairampur and Phulpur and from the last those of Maheshpur and Bikrampur. Jagat singh had two sons 

Kanh Singh and Madhukar Singh, of whom the former founded the ta’aluqa of Kanhmau and the latter of 

Basaidih. From Kanh Singh came Thakur Beni Singh who in 1859 obtained the sanad for the estate.  For 

his services to the Britishers during 1857, he was rewarded with great of land out of the confiscated 

ta’aluqa of Raja Lone Singh known as the Banjaria estate in Maholi. He was succeeded by his son, Thakur 

Mahraj Singh who died without issue and was followed by his brother, Thakur Baldeo Singh who died 

in March 1905. The property consisted of 8 villages and 4 pattis in pargana Bari, 6 villages and two 

pattis in Machhrehta. In addition to those he owned one mahal in Kheri and the village of Hariharpur in 

Unnao42. 

Kasmanda- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27022’49.36‛ n. and longitude 80051’1‛ e. It lies 

4 km to the east of the p.s. The mound lies to the north of the village. It is inhabited. The ceramic 

industries found are K and LM. 

Kamariyan purwa- the village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, 10 km to the south-west of the p.s. Its area is 2 

acre. The ceramic industries found are OCP and LM (Fig. 82). 

 

Fig. 82: OCP found at Kamariyan Purwa 

Koknamau- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27024’0.7‛ n. and longitude 80050’16.89‛ e. It 

lies 6 km to the east of the p.s. The mound lies to the east of the village. It is inhabited and under 

cultivation. The ceramic industries found are OCP, NBP and LM (Fig. 83). 

 

  Fig. 83: : OCP found at Koknamau 
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Maholi- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27022’29.77‛ n. and longitude 80049’40.21‛ e. It 

lies 1 km to the east of the p.s. It is inhabited. The ceramic industries found are K, NBP, OCP, EM and 

LM. 

Nevada- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27020’22.96‛ n. and longitude 80050’34.18‛ e. It 

lies 5 km to the north-east of the p.s. The mound lies 1 km to the south-west of the village. The 

ceramic industries found are NBP, EM and LM. 

Pirnagar- The village Pirnagar lies 6 km to the north of the p.s., in latitude 27024’54.4‛ n. and 

longitude 80047’54.4‛ e. The mound lies to the north of the village. The land is lying fellow. Fuhrer 

noticed five Hindu temples, and a masjid erected in the time of Alamgir. At present only the walls of 

this mosque could be found on the spot44. The bricks used in the mosque are 1‛ thick. It was made 

during Nawabi period. Its roof has fallen down. It appears that present structure was made of used 

bricks. To the west of the village about 200 m stands Sathika Devi Mandir. In its building, are kept 

broken 12th century A.D. stone sculpture fragments, made of buff sandstone. To the west of the 

temple stands Doodh Nath Temple. Bearing of Sathika Devi Temple is latitude 27025’3‛ n. and 

longitude 80047’39.2‛ e. Old Bridge near the confluence of Sarayan and Gond rivers was blasted 

probably during 1857. Its bearing is latitude 27024’59‛ n. and longitude 80048’4‛ e. It is made of 1‛ 

thick kakai bricks. To the east of the bridge lies a field called bhathiyari i.e. an equivalent of a hotel. To 

the west of the bridge stands samadhi of Ghansur Das Bābā. To the south-west of the bridge stand ruins 

of some old fort. On the fort mound stands the ruins of the tomb of Shahid Mard Bābā. In Akbar’s days 

the present Pirnagar pargana was known as Bahrimau. This too was held by Bais who supplied 20 

horse and 500 foot, and paid a revenue of 5, 91, 406 dams on 19,409 bighas of cultivation. The change of 

name occurred in the time of Jahangir, when Pir Mohammad Khan was subahdar of Oudh45. It became 

the capital of the pargana in the reign of Jahangir and was founded by Rai Ghansur Das, the diwan of Pir 

Muhammad, who was then subahdar of oudh. The story goes that the diwan erected a Hindu temple in 

the town, but was afterwards compelled to build a mosque as well, in order to calm the indignation 

of the subahdar. In Pirnagar, as elsewhere in the district, there was a superstition against building a 

masonry house and growing sugarcane during British times46. Originally the pargana was held by Bais 

Rajputs and went, it is said, under the name of Chhapangrh. These Bais appear to have become extinct 

and were succeeded by Kacheras, Gujars and Jats. The present Bais inhabitants claim to have arrived at 

a later date, and, probably incorrectly, assert a connection with Tilokchand. The ceramic industries 

found are NBP, K and LM. 

Raipur- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27024’55.24‛ n. and longitude 80047’50.24‛ e. It lies 

7 km to the north of the p.s. The mound lies to the south of the village. It is inhabited. The ceramic 

industries found are NBP, EM and LM. 
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Rudha Chharasi-The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27021’49.68‛ n. and longitude 

80051’38.91‛ e. It lies to the east of the p.s. The mound lies to the east of the village. River Kalyani 

originates from this village. The ceramic industries found are NBP, K, G, LM and glazed ware. 

Salempur- the village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, 5 km to the north-west of the p.s. The mound lies ½ km to 

the north of the village. It is under cultivation. Hanuman Garhi mound lies in the village. Its area is 7 

acre and height is 35 feet. To the north of the mound flows river Sarayan. The ceramic industries 

found are G, EM and LM.  

Shah Jalalpur- the village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, Its area is 2 acre. The ceramic industries found are 

NBP and LM. 

Shahpur- the village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27024’23.59‛ n. and longitude 80053’37.3‛ e. It lies 

9 km to the east of the p.s. The ceramic industry found on the mound is LM. 

Unchakhera- The village lies in tahsil Sidhauli, in latitude 27020’52.53‛ n. and longitude 80051’39.49‛ e. 

It lies 5.4 km to the east of the p.s. The land is lying fellow. The ceramic industries found are NBP, 

PGW, G, EM and LM. 
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P.S MACHHREHTA 

Machhrehta- The village which is perched on a mound lies in tahsil Mishrikh, in latitude 27026’22.5‛ N 

and longitude 80042’2‛ E. To the east of the town lies Matkutta village. It is located to the south-west 

of the Haridwari pond, which lies in latitude 27024’56.55‛ N and longitude 80038’11.17‛ E. It is located 

on a mound. Its area is 3 acre and height is 20 feet. The ceramic industry found is LM. Fuhrer noticed 

the remains of a brick fort and a large masonry tank called Haridwar Tirtha. At present tank is there, 

but it’s pakka ghats have disappeared47. It is said that Yogi Machhendranath lived at village Matkutta. 

The area of Haridwar pond is 10 acres. There are many modern temples around this. Ahbans came to 

Machhrehta from Mishrikh. Local traditions state that in former times, the whole neighborhood was 

covered with jungle and was known as the Tapobhumi, or the land of hermits. Yogi Machhendra Nath 

mentioned above, gave his name to the town. Machhrehta passed from Ahbans in the days of Akbar, 

who deposed Raja Kesri Singh and gave this pargana to two Kayasthas48. Machhrehta is said to have been 

founded some 350 years ago in the days of Akbar; but as it gave its name to the mahal mentioned in 

the Ain-i-Akbari; it is possible that the place dates from an earlier period. Later in Akbar’s reign, 

Machhrehta was owned by Bachhils, the cultivated area was 71,069 bighas, the revenue was 21, 12,176 

dams, and the military force of this pargana was 30 mounted and 2000 foot soldiers49. Kachhwahas of 

Machhrehta state that they came in 1459 from the country of Jaipur, under one Bairam Shah50. In 1923, it 

belonged partly to Kayasths and Brahmāns and partly to the Rani of Saadatnagar51. During 1857, Raja 

Harprasad posted a contingent of 300 men and one gun at Machhrehta52.  

Ghassoowali masjid kasba Machhrehta is composed of western liwan which is divided into nave 

and side aisles. The façade of the nave consists of three arched openings fixed in a bigger arch. While 

the facades of side aisles, consists of single arched opening. All the arches used in mosque are Tudor, 

but their lining is decorated with multi-foliation. The Qibla of the mosque is conceived into three 

arches. Each arch in this building is supported by half twin pillars. Architectural style of the building 

indicates that its construction took place during the last days of Nawabs of Lucknow. The front façade 

of the mosque reveals a multi-foliated arcuate portal pierced by three smaller arcuate gates and 

flanked by similar multi-foliated arcuate gates piercing slightly larger multi-foliated blind gates. On 

both the corners are minarets. The upper portion of these minars consists of four smaller pillars joined 

at the top. There minarets are surmounted by domed motifs. The whole structure is surmounted by 

three domes conceived in the form of flower motif. The rear façade shows squat pillars on the corners 

and perforated parapet. At the roof level dropping eves have been provided. The rear wall reveals 

three multi-foliated blind gates. The central one is larger and contains a smaller blind gate, topped by 

Bangladar roof. The side ones contain Tudor arches shaped like Bangladar roof. The building stands on 

a high plinth (Fig. 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90 and 91).  
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                          Fig. 84: Front façade, Ghassoowali Masjid 

 

 

                    Fig. 85: Rear Façade, Ghassoowali Masjid 
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             Fig. 86: Qibla, Ghassoowali Masjid 

 

  Fig. 87: Roof, Ghassoowali Masjid 
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               Fig. 88: View of Side Aisel, Ghassoowali Masjid 

 

 Fig. 89: View of Side Aisel, Ghassoowali Masjid 
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                    Fig. 90: Western wall of Side Aisel, Ghassoowali Masjid 

 

Fig. 91: Plan of Ghassoowali Masjid 

 

Deviji Ka Mandir mohalla Kaithana, lies in latitude 27024’43.1‛ N and longitude 80038’23.3‛ E. Broken 

stone sculpture pieces are kept inside the devi temple. The bricks of following thickness are found 

here - 3‛, 2½‛, 2‛, 1½‛, and 1‛. There was a broken Uma-Mahesh image of a Pratihar period (9th 

century), fixed in the wall of the temple. It is being worshipped as the main deity (Fig. 92). Another 
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broken sculpture piece depicting man seated in padmāsana was found (Fig. 93). Another two broken 

sculpture pieces are also fixed in the walls of the temple (Fig. 94, 95). 

 

               

                              Fig. 92: Uma-Mahesh, 9th century                              Fig. 93: Sculptural Fragment 

 

             

                                 Fig. 94: Sculptural Fragment                           Fig. 95: Sculptural Fragment 
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Sankata devi sthan mohalla Teliana, lies in latitude 27025’10.3‛ N and longitude 80038’30.6‛ e. 

Broken buff sand stone sculpture pieces are found kept in the open shrine. These were recovered 

locally.  

Imambara built during the reign of Wajid Ali Shah’s, is located in kasba Machhrehta. The 

fragments of the Imambara’s structure dominated by the door arches and neo-classical pillars and 

shafts, clearly proves that the building carries the architectural features of the British time. The façade 

of the gate has been conceived by mixing Saracenic and neo-classical architecture. Inside the building 

pointed arched have been used in building cloisters, but again Tudor arches predominate the whole 

structures (Fig. 96, 97, 98, 99 and 100).  

 

                  Fig. 96: Front façade of Imambara 
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         Fig. 97: Gate of Imambara 

 

                   Fig. 98: Left flank of Imambara 
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             Fig. 99: Gate of Imambara frim Inside 

 
Fig. 100: Plan of Imambara, 

 

Takiya wali mosque lies in tahsil Mishrikh, and was built in 1267 hijri during the reign of Wazid 

Ali Shah. An inscription written in Persian on a marble tablet is lying in the mosque. It was earlier 

fixed in the wall of the building. The plinth of the building is very high and is made of 3‛, 2 ¼‛, 2 ½‛ 

thick bricks. The structure is built of ¾‛ kakai bricks. It appears that the present structure was raised 
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over the plinth of an earlier mosque. The mosque is composed of western liwan which is divided into 

central nave and side aisles. The whole structure is surmounted by three fluted domes based on a 

circular drum. The rear façade of the mosque is very interesting as the nave has been projected 

outside in triangular form. Apart from this, the rear façade is composed of blind segmented arch 

shaped in the form of bangladar roof on the aisles and blind multi-foliated arch on the two diagonal 

sides of the nave. At the roof level railing has been conceived with small pointed arches closed with 

lattice. The front façade is composed of central multi-foliated portal pierced by three multi-foliated 

smaller arches. This central arch is flanked by smaller multi-foliated arches piercing larger similar 

blind arches. Qibla has been built in a hexagonal shape where the front lining of structure has been 

decorated with multi-foliations (Fig. 101, 102, 103). The ceramic industries found are NBP, EM and 

LM. 

                  
                          Fig. 101: Rear Façade of Takiya wali Masjid                   Fig. 102: Inscription kept in the mosque 

 

 
              Fig. 103: Front façade of the mosque 
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Badaila- The village lies in tahsil Mishrikh, in latitude 27025’57‛ N and longitude 80042’55‛ E. It lies 8 

km to the east of the p.s. the mound lies to the west of the village. It is partly inhabited. Its area is 8 

acre and height is 15 feet. To the west of the mound lies Jhaabar i.e. depression forming a lake. The 

ceramic industries found are EM and LM. Terracotta images and coins are also found on the mound. 

Baniamau- the village lies in tahsil Misrikh, in latitude 27024’18.23‛ N and longitude 80042’20.79‛ E. It 

lies 6.3 km to the south-east of the p.s. There is habitation on the mound. Its area is 1 acre and height 

is 3 feet. To the south of the village lies Bartala Talab. Janwars of this village trace their descent to 

Janakpur in Tirhut, but state that their ancestor, Salam Deo, migrated to Pawagarh in Gujarat, and that 

three of his descendants, Ram Kishan, Bariar Singh and Bishan Sah came to Awadh about four centuries 

ago. The last acquired Bhitaura, which was still held by his descendants in 1923. The others possessed 

themselves of 20 villages belonging to the Kayastha Chowdhary of Machhrehta, and thus founded the 

Baniamau estate. In 1848, Ranjit Singh, the then representative of the family, made over his property to 

his elder son, Debi Singh. Ranjit Singh’s brother left two sons, Kalka Singh and Jit Singh. Debi Singh and 

his nephew, Salivahan Singh also owned land in 1923. The property consisted of 3 villages and 22 

pattis in Machhrehta and one patti in Khairabad. The whole land was assessed at Rs. 14,00953. 

Behat Biram- The village lies in tahsil Mishrikh, in latitude 27027’9‛ N and longitude 8003912.3‛ E. It 

lies 4 km to the north of the p.s. The mound lies 1 km to the south-west of the village. The land is 

lying fellow. Its area is 2 acre and height is 5 feet. The Kachhwahas of Bihat Biram in Machhrehta hold a 

large property, which has been in the possession of this clan for centuries. Tradition states that, one 

Kuberchand of Jaipur came to Kannauj about 500 years ago and thence to Awadh, where he married to 

the daughter of the Raja of Pataunja, the chief of the Ahbans, receiving a large estate in dowry. He had 

two sons, Bairam Sah and Halu Sah, who held the property jointly. The former, it is said came into the 

estate in 1459 and founded Bihat, while his brother built Halupur; his two sons, however, left no issue 

and all the lands passed to Kharag Singh and Basant Singh, the sons of Bairam. Their descendants held 

the property, which became much divided. During 1857, Kachhwahas provided protection to several 

of the Sitapur fugitives and were rewarded with a grant of land of the annual value of Rs. 443 by the 

Britishers. The summary settlement was made with Hari Singh, who died without issue. His first 

cousin Zalim Singh, a younger member of the elder branch. In 1923 there were eleven shares held by 

42 persons, the eldest representatives being Jot Singh, the brother, and Chokhe Singh, the son of 

Bhikham Singh, Hanuman Singh, and grandson of Raghunath, and Jot Singh, grandson of Bijai Singh. 

Their property consisted altogether of seven whole villages and 176 pattis in Machhrehta, one village 

and two pattis in Korauna, eleven pattis in Maholi, two pattis in Misrikh, and two pattis in Khairabad; the 

whole was assessed at Rs. 25,091 at that time54. D.P Tiwari reported 4 temples of kakai bricks, 

sculptures of Radha Krishna made of Ashtadhatu and Sivalingas with arghas about 250 years old55. The 

ceramic industries found are NBP, EM and LM. 
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Bhadebhar- The village lies in tahsil Mishrikh, in latitude 27027’14‛ n. and longitude 80037’58.9‛ e. It 

lies 4 km to the north-west of the p.s. The mound is under cultivation. Its area is 3 acre and height is 

20 feet. To the north of the village lies Kabir Bābā Ka Sthan. Its area is 5 acre and height is 15 feet. 

Bhadra Kali temple lies in latitude 27027’15‛ n. and longitude 80037’56.3‛ e. There is a small tank like 

structure inside the shrine in which broken stone sculpture pieces have been stored. There were 

kankar blocks structure pieces also found here. Small votive figures of different deities were also 

found. Architectural fragment depicting 9th-10th century Chandrashala made of kankar bricks is kept 

there (Fig. 104). There was found a fragment of an image in which legs and Vanamala of Viṣṇu of 9th-

10th century could be seen (Fig. 105). There was found a 9th century broken image of Gaṇeśa (Fig. 106). 

There was found a 6th century Śiva head (Fig. 107). A broken image of Brahmāni, a three headed 

goddess of 9th century, was found (Fig. 108). There was found a male head of 6th-7th century A.D. (Fig. 

109). A piece of large broken terracotta plaque was found (Fig. 110). A part of a mutilated Durga idol 

was found. Only left portion of the idol which depicted Mahisasurmardini with shield and bow was 

found (Fig. 111). A broken sculpture fragment of 9th century was found (Fig. 112). Image of a male, 

playing drum was found. It forms part of a bigger image (Fig. 113). A hand holding chakra part of a 

large Viṣṇu image of 10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 114). Image of Maladhari Vidhyadhars was 

found (Fig. 115). A female figure with folded hands was found. It is a part of a bigger image of 9th 

century (Fig. 116). A hand of a Viṣṇu holding chakra with a small Vyal figure on left side of 10th 

century A.D was found (Fig. 117). A broken part of a larger image showing celestial flying figures of 

9th-10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 118). The image of five Śivaliṅgaas, part of a big Shaiva image of 

10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 119). The image of a Śiva head of Ardhanarishwar of 9th century was 

found (Fig. 120). The image of a deity sitting in lalitasan pose in a niche, of 9th-10th century A.D. was 

found (Fig. 121). The image of Viṣṇu hand holding a chakra of 10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 122). 

The image of 11th century miniature votive figure of Viṣṇu was found (Fig. 123). A 9th-10th century 

A.D. miniature votive figure of Viṣṇu was found (Fig. 124). A 10th century A.D. miniature votive 

figure of Gaṇeśa was found (Fig. 125).  A part of a larger image of a deity was found (Fig. 126). A 

miniature figure of a pregnant matrika was found (Fig. 127). D.P Tiwari reported RW, stone image of a 

cock, Śivalinga with argha and bricks (14x8x2.5 cm) of medieval period56. The ceramic industries found 

here are PGW, NBP, K, G, EM and LM.  
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 Fig. 104: Chandrashala made of Kankar           Fig. 105: Fragment of Vishnu Image, 9th-10th century 

 

               

    Fig. 106: Broken Ganesh, 9th century              Fig. 107: 6th century Shiva Head 
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      Fig. 108: Fragment of Bramhani Idol                   Fig. 109: Male Head, 6th-7th century 

 

                

                                Fig. 110: Broken Terracotta Plaque          Fig. 111: Fragment of Mahisasurmardini Image 
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                  Fig. 112: Broken sculpture fragment, 9th century                      Fig. 113: A male playing Drum 

 

                        

          Fig. 114: Fragment of Vishnu Image showing Chakra        Fig. 115: Maladhari Vidhyadhar broken fragment 
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                 Fig. 116: 9th century Female with folded hands                Fig. 117: 10th century fragment of Vishnu  

 showing Chakra and Vyal 

 

          

   Fig. 118: Broken fragment, showing Maladhari     Fig. 119: Five Shivlingas, 10th century 

                    Vidyadhar, 9th -10th century 
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 Fig. 120: 9th century Ardhnarishwar, Broken Head Fig. 121: 9th-10th century Deity sitting in  

              Lalitasan Pose 

 

 

                 

Fig. 122: 10th century Fragment of Vishnu     Fig. 123: 11th century Broken Miniature 

                Image showing Chakra   Votive figure of Vishnu 
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Fig. 124: Broken Miniature         Fig. 125: Broken Ganesh         Fig. 126: Broken Fragment of      Fig. 127: Miniature figure 
    Votive figure of Vishnu       10th century   a large deity      of Pregnant Matrika 

            9th-10th century    

          

Kabir Bābā’s sthan, lies in latitude 27027’11.5‛ N and longitude 80037’40.9‛ E. 2 inch thick bricks 

are found on the mound. Carved kankar blocks are also found here. Broken sculpture pieces are 

collected from this shrine. A 10th century defaced stone figure was found kept on the sthan (Fig. 128). 

The part of larger Viṣṇu image showing horse riding Kalki of 10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 129). A 

broken image of attendant and devotee, and a part of a larger Viṣṇu image showing riding Kalki of 

10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 130). A broken fragment of an image was found (Fig. 131). A broken 

fragment of a Śiva image holding a trident of 10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 132). The Upper part 

of a broken Viṣṇu image holding chakra in left hand and mace in right hand of 9th century was found 

(Fig. 133). A broken fragment of an image was found (Fig. 134). A broken fragment of a Viṣṇu image 

showing the hand of Viṣṇu holding conch shell of, 10th century A.D. was found (Fig. 135). A broken 

fragment of an image was found (Fig. 136). The image of a Lion head probably part of an image of the 

goddess was found (Fig. 137). A Śiva head much eroded and mutilated, of 9th-10thcentury A.D. was 

found (Fig. 138). A part of a Viṣṇu image showing horse riding Kalki of 10th century A.D. was found 

(Fig. 139).  
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Fig. 128: 10th century defaced stone    Fig. 129: Part of a Vishnu Image showing Kalki 

 

                                           

       Fig. 130: Part of Vishnu Image showing Kalki                            Fig. 131: Broken Image 
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Fig. 132: 10th century Shiva            Fig. 133: 9th century Broken Vishnu 

 

            

         Fig. 134: A broken fragment of a image               Fig. 135: 10th century fragment of Vishnu image 
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                        Fig. 136: Broken fragment of an image      Fig. 137: Broken Head of a Lion 

 

                                              

         Fig. 138: 9th-10th century Shiva head Fig. 139: 10th century part of Vishnu image showing Kalki 
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Bhithaura Bazar- The village lies in tahsil Mishrikh, in latitude 27025’28.83‛ n. and longitude 

80044’55.84‛ e. It lies 10 km to the east of the p.s. The mound lies to the south-west of the village. Its 

area is 10 acre and height is 10 feet. To the east of the mound lies a Nala. The ceramic industries found 

are NBP, K, G, EM and LM. 

Chitrehta- The village lies in tahsil Mishrikh, in latitude 27028’27.22‛ n. and longitude 80038’26.42‛ e. It 

lies 6 km to the north-west of the p.s. The mound lies to the west of the village. It is partly inhabited 

and rest of its lying fellow. Its area is 5 acre and height is 4 feet. The mound is forested.  

Tribhuvan’s house lies in latitude 27028’29.3‛ n. and longitude 80038’27.8‛ e. In his house 

fragment of buff sandstone sculpture was found. To the west of the village on Dubain mata sthan, 

broken fragments of sandstone sculpture pieces and kankar blocks and worn out mill stones are kept. 

An image of a four armed deity seated in padmāsana (dhyan Mudrā) was found. His two hands are in 

dhyan Mudrā, and the other two hands are in raised position but broken. Two maladhari vidyadharas 

are seen on both sides in flying position. They are holding garland (Fig. 140). The ceramic industries 

found are NBP and LM. 

Gwali- the village lies in tahsil Mishrikh. It 

lies 4 km to the south of p.s. in latitude 

27023’35‛ n. and longitude 80036’40‛ e. The 

mound lies to the north of the village. It is 

lying uncultivated. Its area is 5 acre and 

height is 10 feet. D.P Tiwari reported RW, 

and fragments of terracotta dabber of 

medieval period57. The ceramic industry 

found was LM. 

 

Heerapur- The village lies in tahsil Mishrikh, 

in latitude 27024’29.8‛ n. and longitude 80037’15.78‛ e. It lies 2.5 km to the south-west of the p.s. The 

mound lies ½ km to the south-west of the village. The land is lying fellow. There is a temple on the 

mound which is mostly forested. Its area is 1½ acre and height is 3 feet. There is Ahidanava Bābā’s 

Sthan on the mound. About 3 km to the south of the mound lies river Betva. The ceramic industries 

found are NBP, K, EM, and LM. 

Jotpur- the village lies in tahsil Laharpur, in latitude 27026’17.4‛ n. and longitude 80036’40.22‛ e. It lies 

to the west of the p.s. Sri Chakravati Devi’s Sthan lies on the mound. One much defaced broken stone 

sculpture piece, a part of a Viṣṇu idol is kept inside the temple. A few broken fragments of carved 

Fig. 140: Maladhari Vidhadharas 
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kankar blocks are kept outside the main temple. A defaced eroded standing image of Viṣṇu of 10th 

century A.D. was found here (Fig. 141). The ceramic industries found are EM and LM. 

Kesra- The village lies in tahsil Mishrikh, in latitude 27026’4‛ n. and 

longitude 80038’2‛ e. It lies 2 km to the north-west of the p.s. The 

mound lies to the west of the village. It is inhabited. Its area is 4 

acre and height is 10 feet. The village is located on the mound. Shri 

Girish Chandra Singh reported terracotta idols of Kuśāna, Gupta and 

Pratihar period kept at three places in the village. He found broken 

terracotta plaque of size 47x47x8 cm, showing torso of a lady. 

According to him it belonged to later Gupta period58. D.P Tiwari 

reported RW, terracotta skin rubber, terracotta human and animal 

figurine of Kuśānaa and medieval period59.  

Barah Bhumia @ Varahi Devi lies in latitude 27026’8.5‛ n. and 

longitude 80037’56.9‛ e. A large number of broken terracotta 

figures are kept inside the temple of Varahi Devi. A few pieces of 

broken stone sculpture pieces, small votive stone sculptures of 

Mahisasurmardini, a large number of terracotta pestles are also kept 

inside the temple. Two mill stones probably of the same period were also kept inside the temple. A 

few mill stone are kept under a banyan tree situated in the campus of the shrine. A terracotta Naga 

figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 142). A terracotta female figure of Kuśāna period was found 

(Fig. 143). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 144). A terracotta male figure of 

Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 145). A votive figure of Mahisasurmardini Durga of Kuśāna period was 

found (Fig. 146). A terracotta female figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 147). A terracotta female 

figure of Gupta period was found (Fig. 148). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 

149). A terracotta female figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 150). A terracotta male figure of 

Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 151). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 152). A 

terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 153). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna 

period was found (Fig. 154). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 155). A broken 

terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 156). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna 

period was found (Fig. 157). Terracotta dog head was found (Fig. 158). A votive figure of Gaṇeśa, 

made of stone was found (Fig. 159). Terracotta figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 160). 

Terracotta figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 161). Terracotta figure of Kuśāna period was found 

(Fig. 162). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 163). A terracotta large figure of 

Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 164). A terracotta figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 165). 

Terracotta broken figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 166). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna 

 Fig. 141: 10th century Vishnu Image 
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period was found (Fig. 167). Broken terracotta piece of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 168). Broken 

terracotta Torso was found (Fig. 169). A terracotta male figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 170). 

Miniature votive stone figure of a male with folded hand in padmāsana pose was found (Fig. 171). A 

Terracotta piece was found (Fig. 172). A Terracotta piece was found (Fig. 173). A squatting figure of 

stone was found (Fig. 174). Terracotta head of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 175). A terracotta male 

figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 176). A terracotta male bust of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 

177). Terracotta animal body was found (Fig. 178). Terracotta broken feet of Kuśāna period was found 

(Fig. 179). Terracotta piece of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 180). Terracotta female bust of Kuśāna 

period was found (Fig. 181). Terracotta female bust of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 182). Terracotta 

figure was found (Fig. 183). Terracotta figure of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 184). Terracotta female 

head of Gupta period was found (Fig. 185). Terracotta male head of Kuśāna period was found (Fig. 

186). Terracotta male head of Gupta period was found (Fig. 187). Terracotta horse figure was found 

(Fig. 188). Terracotta pestles were found (Fig. 189). Millstone was found (Fig. 190). 

 

                               
        Fig. 142: Kushan tc Naga   Fig. 143: Kushan tc Female   Fig. 144: Kushan tc Male     Fig. 145: Kushan tc Male 

      Figure             Figure    Figure            Figure 

 

 

                          
   Fig. 146: Mahisasurmardini   Fig. 147: Kushan tc Female    Fig. 148: Gupta tc Female    Fig. 149: Kushan tc Male 

                   Durga, Kushan  Figure,             Figure        Figure 
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    Fig. 150: Kushan tc Female      Fig. 151: Kushan tc Male      Fig. 152: Kushan tc Male       Fig. 153: Kushan tc Male 

                      Figure      Figure             Figure        Figure 

 

 

                         

        Fig. 154: Kushan tc Male     Fig. 155: Kushan tc Male   Fig. 156: Kushan tc Male      Fig. 157: Kushan tc Male 

                         Figure       Figure          Figure     Figure 

 

 

                     

            Fig. 158: Kushan tc Dog        Fig. 159: Broken Ganesh      Fig. 160: Kushan tc Figure      Fig. 161: Kushan tc  

                             Head                made of stone           Figure 
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        Fig. 162: Kushan tc figure   Fig. 163: Kushan tc Male        Fig. 164: Kushan tc leg          Fig. 165: Broken Kushan tc  

          Figure                Leg 

 

                   

               Fig. 166: Kushan tc   Fig. 167: Kushan tc Male         Fig. 168: Kushan tc               Fig. 169: tc Torso 

                Broken Figure         Head                    Broken Leg 

 

 

                     
                  Fig. 170: Kushan tc Male     Fig. 171: Miniature               Fig. 172: tc Leg                   Fig. 173: tc Figure 

                        Figure           Votive Figure 
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         Fig. 174: Squatting         Fig. 175: Kushan tc Head             Fig. 176: Kushan tc Head         Fig. 177: Kushan tc Male 

            Figure of stone            Figure 

 

                     

                             Fig. 178: Kushan tc animal figure       Fig. 179: Kushan tc piece     Fig. 180: Kushan tc headless torso 

 

          

                 Fig. 181: Kushan tc female bust                    Fig. 182: Kushan tc female bust                    Fig. 183: tc figure 
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   Fig. 184: Kushan tc       Fig. 185: Gupta tc female  Fig. 186: Kushan tc   Fig. 187: Gupta tc male    Fig. 188: tc Horse Head 

 piece                                     Head     male Head  Head 

 

                                                                                                                                                      

 

     Fig. 189: tc Pestles 
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