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         Editorial 

 
 

This is the second issue of the journal. The first article is by Professor J.N. Pal. In it, he has written 

about the results of excavations at Hetapatti district Allahabad, U.P., the analysis of artifacts recovered 

from Tokowa, district Mirzapur, U.P. and result of explorations at Pandepur-Chhivainya. The second 

article by Professor D.P. Tewari, gives the preliminary report of the excavations at the famous site of 

Naimisharanya, district Sitapur, U.P. It is much celebrated in Puranas and Mahabharat. Its antiquity 

stretches back to NBP period according to this excavation. The third article is by Dr. G.K. Lama. He 

gives the result of excavations at Rukhaegarh, Nalanda, Bihar. In addition to this he describes 

antiquities found at large number of sites. The fourth article is by Yashwant Singh Rathore. He has 

written in details about the coins found from different sites of districts Sitapur and Banda, U.P. The 

fifth article is by Vijay Kumar. It presents the first part of the archeological gazetteer of district 

Sitapur, U.P. Sixth article is by Rajendra Yadav. It gives the preliminary account of the new temple 

remains of district Chitrakoot, U.P. The seventh article is by M.K. Pundhir, describing Lal Mahal, the 

hunting lodge built by Shahjahan at Bari, district Dhaulpur, Rajasthan. The eighth article is by Roshan 

Tauqi. He dwells in details about the process of decay in old buildings and ways to repair them. I am 

sure that this issue will provide new data to the researchers and fulfill the aim of saving the 

antiquities and monuments in digital form.  

 

 

 

 

Chief Editor 
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Archaeological Investigations in the Middle Ganga Valley 2010-11 

J.N. Pal 
Professor (Retired), AHC and Archaeology 

University of Allahabad 

Allahabad 211 002 (U.P.) 

 

 

 The archaeological investigations on the project proposal entitled “From Hunting-gathering to 

the Threshold of Urbanization in the Northern Vindhyas and the Middle Ganga Valley” included 

further excavations at a multi-culture (ranging from Neolithic to early Medieval Period) site of 

Hetapatti on the Ganga in Allahabad district (in the middle Ganga valley), analysis of artifacts 

recovered from excavations at Tokwa situated on the confluence of the Belan and Adwa in Mirzapur 

district (in the Vindhyas) and explorations in the Vindhyas and the middle Ganga valley in the field 

season 2010-11. The further excavations were continued in the next field season 2011-12 the report of 

which is under preparation. 

 

Excavations at Hetapatti, Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh 2010-11:  

 

Excavations at Hetapatti (Lat 250 29’ 0” N, Long. 810 55’ 30” E).on the left bank of the Ganga in 

Allahabad district were resumed after a gap of 3 years. The extensive field survey in 2007 had 

revealed that the extensive site of Hetapatti is mainly divided into three mounds: Hetapatti I, 

Heatapatti II and Hetapatti III.. Excavations up to virgin soil at Hetapatti I were conducted in 2005 and 

2007 and at Hetapatti III in 2007, revealing cultural sequence from Neolithic to early Iron Age. A 

trench of 5 X 5 metre named as A 1 at Hetapatti II was laid at the highest point at Hetapatti in 2007 but 

due to paucity of time and funds it could be excavated only upto 30 cm below datum point. It had 

revealed deposit of Kushana period divided into three layers. The trench is further divided into five 

squares A-1 to A-5 - E-1 to E-5 for the sake of recording.  

This year excavations were done only at mound HPT II. Trenches A 1 and WA 4 were 

excavated. The excavation team consisted of Prof. J.N. Pal, Dr. M.C. Gupta, Dr. Harindra Prasad Ram, 
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Sri V.K. Khatri and Sri Rajnish Kumar Soni. Some other research students also participated as trainee. 

A preliminary report of the excavation is as under: 

 

HPT II Trench A1: 

The excavation was resumed after removing the filled of soil in the trench. A brick structure of five 

coarses was exposed in the south western part of the trench. The wall running west to east measures 

2 meter and south to north 1.20 meter (Plate I). This structure is constructed from incomplete bricks; 

hence full length of the brick could not be determined. The width and thickness of bricks were 29 cm 

and 6.5 cm respectively. Between the two walls towards north the evidence of brick paved floor is a 

significant evidence of the structure. The floor is composed of broken brick bats and the mud. The 

floor measures 1.5 m in length and 1.0 m in width. There is evidence of an earlier platform in the 

trench which has been made of brick bats and rammed yellowish earth. This platform measuring 1.20 

m in thickness was disturbed by later activities including the above mentioned structure and its brick 

paved floor. Later pit activities also disturbed this platform. A pit was marked towards south east 

corner and other towards north east corner of the square, the later going down up to 1.20 m below 

datum. There is also evidence of another brick structure consisting of four coarses of bricks in the 

section facing west towards southern side of the square. The excavation revealed a good number of 

potsherds of red ware, terracotta and semiprecious stone beads. The bricks and ceramic industry 

indicate that this is the Kushan level at the site. Among the other artefacts from this level mention 

may be made of mullers and sharpners made of sand stone, iron objects, bone arrowheads, ghata 

shaped and arecanut shaped terracotta beads, glass beads, glass bangles, terracotta human figurines, 

terracotta and pottery disc, terracotta balls, etc.  

As northern part of the trench, mainly E series of squares, was disturbed by several pit activities of 

later periods and it had no structures insitu this portion was taken for further digging in lower level. 

Excavations in part of Squares D and E series were conducted for deep digging. In square D 2 a burnt 

brick wall, measuring 48 cm east-west and 82 cm north south, was exposed was exposed just below 

the red-yellowish platform referred above. The brick size of this structure is 43 cm X 29 cm X 6.5 cm.  

Square E 3 yielded a fragmentary human skeleton at a depth of 120 cm below datum (Plate II). A 

brick is longitudinally standing in the centre. Both the femurs along with tibia and fibula along with 

metatarsal and tarsal bones are present. The Skull and other bones of upper limb are not present. 

Now only D 4, D 5, E 4 and E 5 were available for further deep digging. In square E 5 130 cm below 

datum a brick wall made of single brick width and a big sized hand made flat pan having a diameter 

of 60-65 cm, were exposed (Plate III). A dabber and brick bats with potsherd were found in square D 

5. D 4 square was disturbed by an oval pit measuring 120 cm north-south and 90 cm east-west. Now 

the deep digging was done only in square D 4 upto the depth of 2.20 m below datum. The lower two 

layers, 11 and twelve belong to late NBPW phase. The stratigraphic details of trench A 1 are as below: 
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Layer Thickness Depth below datum  Nature and content 

 

1 8 cm 32 cm  Loose creamish soil containing small kankar nodules, 

brickbats, potsherds, etc. 

2 7 cm 38 cm Loose brownish soil with brick bats, pottery, etc. 

3 14 cm 51 cm Loose brownish clay with ashy deposit containing brick bats, 

potsherds, burnt clay, etc 

4 20 cm 72 cm Loose ashy clay with patches of yellowish compact clay 

containing  small brick bats, potsherds, etc. 

5 17 cm 89 cm Loose ash clay marked by brickbats, potsherds, etc. 

6 17 cm 108 cm Compact brownish clay with patches of yellowish clay 

containing brickbats, potsherds, small kankar nodules, etc. 

7 18 cm 128 cm Compact hard brownish deposit containing pottery etc., 

associated with brick structure. 

8 15 cm 142 cm Brownish compact clay containing pottery etc., associated 

with brick structure. 

9 13 cm 156 cm Loose brownish clay associated with brick structure. 

10 17 cm 172 cm Hard compact brownish clay, broken bricks, potsherds, 

associated with a floor.  

11 26 cm 198 cm Slightly yellowish loose clay, NBPW level starts 

12 20 cm 220 cm Loose ash deposit full of potsherds 

     

HPT II Trench WA 4: 

The western portion of the mound was damaged to make it plain by one of the villagers as he 

intended to make a college on the mound. The dug earth from the mound was deposited in nala and 

western slope of the mound. As it was not possible to go further deep in Trench A 1, the trench WA 4 

to the west of Trench A 1 on the western slope of mound was selected to go to the lower level to 

understand the stratigraphic position and cultural sequence. The trench contains filled up soil of 

about 40 cm thickness dug out from the mound in the process of leveling by the villager. The filled 

up soil contained a good number of archaeological material of Kushana period. A good number of 

lakhauri bricks ( about 25 bricks in complete) measuring 18 cm X 11 cm X 3cm were collected from 

the filling indicating thereby that the mound also had some medieval deposit marked by structures, 

medieval pottery and other artefacts. After removing the filled up material the original surface was 

found at the depth of 161 cm below the datum. Due to paucity of time and fund the step digging was 

done in this trench. Square E 5 was dug upto the depth of 185 cm below datum. In the second step 

squares E 4 and D 5 were excavated upto the depth of 220 cm below datum. The third step in squares 

E 3, D 4, C 4, C 5, B 4, B 5 and a3, A 4 and A 5 was excavated upto the depth of 280 cm below datum. 
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From 161 cm to 261 cm (from layers 11 to 18) below datum the archaeological material is marked by 

NBPW sherds and associated red ware belonging to NBPW culture. Some pit activities were also 

demarcated. Among the antiquities mention may be made of antimony rod of copper, arecanut and 

ghat shaped terracotta beads, etc.  From 261 to 280 (from layers 19 and 20) it was pre NPBW deposit 

(Chalcolithic). After 280 cm below datum a yellowish hard clay deposit was excavated upto the depth 

of 330 cm below datum which yielded hand made pottery of red ware along with burnt clay lumps, 

animal bones, charcoal, etc. Evidently this 70 cm thick deposit belongs to the Neolithic culture. After 

330 cm below datum it was virgin soil. The stratigraphic details (Plate IV) of trench WA 4 are as 

below: 

Layer Thickness Depth below datum  Nature and content 

 

11 20 cm 146 cm Compact hard brownish clay, contains potsherds, burnt clay, 

brickbats, etc. 

12 13 cm 160 cm Compact brownish clay, potsherds, contains burnt clay, 

brickbats, etc. 

13 12 cm 174 cm Slightly yellowish hard compact clay, containing kankar 

nodules and potsherds 

14 13 cm 185 cm Brownish and hard soil containing potsherds and small 

brickbats 

15 14 cm 199 cm Brownish and hard soil containing potsherds, burnt clay 

lumps and small brickbats 

16 16 cm 210 cm Hard compact brownish soil containing potsherds, etc. In a pit 

sealed by this layer ash, pottery, charcoal, animal bone 

fragments, etc. 

17 16 cm 240 cm Brownish hard compact soil containing animal bones, 

potsherds, charcoal etc. 

18 8 cm 248 cm Loose ashy soil containing potsherds, brickbats, etc. In square 

E 1 there is a pit sealed by this layer 

19 14 cm 262 cm Slightly blackish ashy soil containing potsherds, pieces of 

animal bone pieces, etc. 

20 6 cm 282 cm Loose ashy soil, contains potsherds, charcoal, etc. A pit sealed 

by this layer also yielded animal bones, pottery etc.  

21 17 cm 309 cm Yellowish hard clay, hand made crude pottery of red ware 

22 24 cm 320 cm Yellowish hard clay, hand made crude pottery of red ware 

23 9 cm 330 cm Yellowish hard clay, hand made crude pottery of red ware 

24 16 cm 340 cm Yellowish hard clay, hand made crude pottery of red ware 
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Layers 11 o 18 belong to NBPW culture, layers 19 and 20 are pre NBPW culture and layers 21 to 24 

are Neolithic. Layer 25 is natural virgin soil of hard yellowish clay, which was excavated upto a 

depth of 385 cm below datum. No archaeological artifact was found. 

 The significance of the site is self explained by this excavation. As the site is likely to be further 

damaged by Ganga Express way it should be excavated in detail culture wise horizontally.  

 

 
Plate I Brick structure and brick paved floor 
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Plate II Human burial, Hetapatti 

 

 
Plate III Hand made pot and brick wall, Hetapatti 
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Analysis of Artefacts Recovered from the Excavations at Tokwa:  
  

The site of Tokwa (24° 54’ 20’’ N; 82° 16’ 45’’ E), Mirzapur district, Uttar Pradesh, is located at a 

distance of 68 km southeast from Mirzapur district headquarters. The site is situated on the 

confluence of Belan and Adwa rivers. Belan flows on the northern while Adwa River flows on the 

southern side of the site. On the western side of the site, the two rivers meet at an acute angle. The 

extant site though eroded by the two rivers, is spread over an area of approximately 6 ha. The 

thickness of the cultural deposit was found to be about 4 m.  

Tokwa was reported a long time ago by Sri B.B. Misra, of the Department of Ancient History, 

Culture and Archaeology, University of Allahabad, Allahabad. Shitala Prasad Singh of APS 

University, Rewa while doing his doctoral dissertation in 1995-96 discussed about the archaeological 

finds from this site in his thesis. The exploration at the site in 1999 by archaeologists of Allahabad 

University resulted in the discovery of Neolithic and Chalcolithic ceramics and animal bone 

fragments. Tokwa was excavated by the Allahabad University in 2000 and 2003.   

The excavations in four squares measuring 5X5 each resulted in the cultural deposits of 

Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Pre-NBPW with Iron and the NBPW phases. Archaeological remains 

included: 

(i). For the Neolithic Phase: Hand made pottery, microliths, terracotta, steatite and stone 

beads; food processing stone artefacts, bone arrowheads, polished and ground celts, etc. 
 

(ii). For the Chalcolithic Phase: Wheel thrown red, black-and-red and black slipped pottery, 

microliths, terracotta and stone beads, socketed and barbed bone arrowheads, grinding stones, etc. 
 

(iii). For the Pre NBPW with Iron Phase: Artefacts included like that of the Chalcolithic phase 

along with iron objects.  
 

(iv). For the NBPW Phase: NBPW and associated wares, terracotta and stone beads, stone, 

bone and iron objects, etc. 
 

These artefacts for each phase were analysed item wise and layer wise and were 

photographed. The selected pottery types of each phase were also drawn showing plan, section and 

elevation of the pots. 
 

Explorations in the Vindhyas and the Middle Ganga Valley: 

The Lower Belan valley, from Deoghat to Belan-Tons confluence, was explored and a good 

number of Paleolithic and Mesolithic sites were located. Some habitation sites of Chalcolithic and 

Iron Age marked by scatter of potsherds were also located. Explorations along the Ganga brought to 

light an important site of NBP and Pre NBPW culture, viz. Pandepur-Chhivainya on the left bank of 

Ganga, about 8 km south east of Jhusi. 
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Naimisaranya in Tradition, Literature and Archaeology 

Dr. D.P.Tewari 

Professor 

Department of Ancient Indian History 

University of Lucknow 

tewaridplu@gmail.com 

 

Before the burst of population in Ganga plain a considerable area of land was occupied by the 

forests1. Devi Puran2 mentions nine holy forests which include Shaindhav, Dandakaranya, Naimish, 

Kurujangal, Utpalaranya, Jambumarg, Pushkar, and Himalaya.  Naimisaranya was one of the biggest 

forests of this region. It is mentioned in Mahabharat, Ramayan and Puranas3 that Pandavas came here, 

took bath in river Gomati and donated wealth and cows4.  It is mentioned in Mahabharat, (Aadi Parva 

214/6) that Arjuna also visited Naimisaranya and after taking bath offered cows and wealth to the 

saints. 

vkuqiwO;sZ.k rhFkkZfu n`f’Vokudq#lRreA 

unha pksRifyuha jE;kej.;a uSfe’ka izfrAA 

As per Vaman Purana (57/2) there were many tirathas is this area and it is believed that it was 

spread in an area of 84 Kosa (126 Km). Even today it is marked by a circumferential path 

Parikramapath and on every bright half of Falguna month devout Hindus take a round of it. 

This forest was shelter of saints and ascetics. Rishi Saunak, Maharshi Dadhichi and great Suta 

Ugrasravas a disciple of Vyas lived here. B.C. Laha has mentioned that 60,000 rishis were living in it 

and many of the Puranas were composed here. The inhabitants of this area were known as Naimish 

too5. Kathak Samhita, Kaushitaki Brahman and Chhandogya Upanishad describe them as a pious citizen6. 

Mahabharat mentions that Ugrasravas son of Lomaharshan, narrated Mahabharat story to a big group of 

saints collected here in the 12 year satra of Rishi Saunak at Naimisaranya7. 
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      There is a story that Asuras got a boon not to be defeated by any weapon made of wood or 

metal. They conquered devaloka and ousted Indra from there. Indra was given shelter by Vishnu, who 

revealed to him that asura Vritta can be defeated only by weapon made of bone. Indra went to Rishi 

Dadhichi and asked for his bones, for making weapon to defeat asura Vritta. He agreed the proposal of 

Indra but expressed his desire to leave the world after Indra collected water from all holy rivers at 

Naimisaranya in which Dadhichi took bath and passed away, after taking bath in the pool. Indra 

prepared his weapon and defeated asura Vritta8. Mahabharata describes this event with a slight change 

that Gods after failing to conquer Asura Vritta went to Brahma headed by Indra. Brahma after listening 

to the problem of Gods advised them to approach Dadhichi and get his bones. The gods reached the 

hermitage of Dadhichi located on the other bank of river Saraswati and asked for his bones. Dadhichi 

cheerfully accepted it. Indra got the bones of Dadhichi and Vishvakarma made a vajra from it. Finally 

Indra killed Vritta from this weapon (Mahabharata, Aaranyak Parva, Chapters 97-100)  

Later this place got a religious sanction. Ramayana describes it as a beautiful and pious place 

where marvelous fire sacrificial huts9 existed and Rama performed horse sacrifice here. 

The description of its beauty is also mentioned in Brahma Purana. It is said that this was full of 

saints, different type of flowers and trees. Hermitages of all four varnas existed here. The land was 

fertile and wheat, barley, horse gram, moonga, urad, lentil, sugarcane were cultivated10. Later it 

developed as a city center which is now known as Naimish or Naimisharanya. It is located on the left 

bank of river Gomati in Misrikh tehsil of Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh at lat 270 21’ 55” north and 

Longitude 800 29’ 15”east at the distance of 32 km southwest of Sitapur and 42 km south west of 

Hardoi district headquarters.( Fig.-1, Map showing the location of the site).  
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Fig. 1: Map of Sitapur showing the location of sites. 



Excavations at Naimisharanya 

11 

 

District Sitapur is divided in to six tehsils: Biswan (340 villages), Laharpur (321 villages), 

Mahmudabad (343 villages), Misrikh (585 villages), Sidhauli (351 villages), and Sitapur (414 villages) has 

2321 villages with a population of 4474446 (Census 2011) spread in an area of 5743 sq km. The 

population density of the district is 780/ Sq km. During field season 2002-03 village to village 

exploration in the district was conducted and 126 sites of archaeological importance were identified11.  

The word Naimisaranya is a compound of the words Nimisha = Moment + Ana (v.k~ izR;;) = 

Naimish (the time of dropping eye lids) momentary and Aranya meaning forest. A forest being thick 

and dark caused eyelids to drops because of fear. The Varah Purana gives another story about why 

this place was named as Naimisharanya. Vishnu told to saint Gaurmukha, “I have killed the whole army 

of a demons living in this forest with in a moment therefore it will be known as Naimisharanya”12. 

Shanti Parva of Mahabharata mentions that in earlier days where on the bank of Gomati, the religious 

wheel was broken, the place was named as Naimisaranya13. The person who offers tarpan to his 

ancestors at this place gets the benefits of Purushmedha14. In the same way it is also described that the 

person who takes bath at Naimisaranya goes to heaven15. This place being holy, Manu and his wife 

Satarupa did penance here16. Prahlad also took bath at some of the holy places of this area and 

worshipped Devadeveshwar17. Raghuvamsa describes that there was a tradition in solar dynasty of 

Ayodhya that kings used to take shelter in the forest of Naimisaranya during their third stage of life18. 

Kurma Purana mentions that all the saints headed by Marichi, Atri, Bhrigu, Vashishtha and 

Angiras prayed to Brahma to learn the method of calling Ishan Deva. He advised them to perform 

Yajñyas at a place where the wheel thrown by him will fall. They acted upon his advice and followed 

the wheel. The place where its fell was known as Naimisharanya19. Similar narration is found in the 

Naimishopakhyayan of Vayaviya Samhita of Shiva Purana20. Brahmand Purana also supports this 

narration21.  

Devi Bhagavat Purana mentions that the saints of Naimisaranya being afraid of Kali age went to Brahma 

and asked for a secure place to reside during this period. Brahma threw a wheel and asked saints to 

follow it22. 

 It is mentioned as a very old place in the Ancient Indian Literature. Samvidhan Brahman describes: 

laoRlje"Ves dkys Hkqatkuks xzkE;eUua iz rq nzosfr n'krekorZ;u uSfe"kh;e~ }kn'klaoRljeokIuksfr A Tandya Brahman 

mentions- uSfe"ka uSfe"kh; ,rsu }kn'klaoRljk[;su l=ks.k oS uSfe"kh;k% lokZefðek?uqZou~ A Jaiminiya and Sankhyayan 

Brahman also refers Naimish, Naimishiyah and Naimishiyanam. Valmiki Ramayan mentions that Rama 

came here and performed horse sacrifice23. Mahabharata also refers to it as a very holy and religious 

place where Prajapati Brahma lived with of other gods24. 

Thus according to ancient Indian religious literature, it was an old settlement and holy one 

also. On the basis of these narrations, the antiquity of this place can be go back minimum up to 1000 
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B.C.E. because the writing of Brahmanas is generally accepted in a time bracket of 1000-800 B.C.E.25 

Secondly Valmiki Ramayana mentions Rama performing horse sacrifice at this place. 

The place where the wheel of Brahma was broken is identified as Chakrateertha where people 

use to take bath to make themselves free of all sins (Fig.2). This place is the main attraction of the 

devotees. The relics of many ancient temples and buildings of modern temples are found around this 

tank. 

  
Fig. 2: General view of Chakrateeth at Naimisaranya 

 

There are three old sculptures of Vishnu, Shiva and a Kirtimukha kept under a banyan tree 

behind the temple of Saraswati Devi Gyan Peetha mandir located to the east of Chakrateertha (Fig.3). 

                             
Fig.3: Old stone sculptures behind Saraswati Devi, Gyanpeetha Temple. 
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An old Dwarsakha and some other sculptures are fixed on the wall of Ganesha temple. An icon 

of Shaiva dwarpalas is fixed on the platform of Radha- Krishna temple also (Fig.4). 

             
        

     Fig. 4: stone pillar and sculptures at Ganesh temple and Dwarpalas at Radha–Krisna temple 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 5: Lalita Devi Temple at Naimisaranya 

           

Towards east of Chakrateertha tank there is the famous 

temple of Lalita Devi (Fig.5). It is a modern temple but in its 

premise there are some old sculptures of Shiva, Matrikas, 

Revant and Bhairava belonging to late Gupta and Pratihara 

periods. The main deity Lalita devi is being worshipped here 

which is made on red sand stone measuring 46 cm in height 

(Fig. 6). 

 

   
Fig. 6: Old sculptures in premise of Lalita Devi temple 
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During the year 2007 the author excavated the site. Eight trenches were laid at the different 

locations of the habitation. Some of these were laid on those particular areas which have long 

religious tradition.  

T-1 Suta Gaddi: 

Suta Gaddi is a brick temple (Fig. 7) dedicated to lord Shiva. Shiva ling with argha is placed in 

the sanctum. An earlier stone panel of Uma Maheshwar and other marble sculptures of late period are 

also kept in the temple (Fig. 8).  

 
Fig. 7: General view of Suta Gaddi temple 

According to traditions, Rishi Ugrasravas used to deliver his lectures on Puranas in this place.  

 

 
Fig. 8: Stone panel of Uma –Maheshwar         
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About 100 meter to the south east of this temple 

at Lat. 270 20’ 54. 3” North and Long. 800 29’ 19.7” 

East, on the top most part of the area a trench 

namely T-1 was laid. Its size was 10x10 meter and 

its quadrant III was excavated up to the natural 

soil i.e. 4.50 meter (Fig. 9). The total deposit was 

divided into 8 layers and the lower most deposit 

of layer 7 and 8 was assigned to Kushana period. 

Vishnu Purana describes that Naimisharanya was 

under the control of Manidhanyakas26.  

             
                                    

 

The short description of the cuttings is as follows. 

The place selected for excavation contained tiny and shapeless shards of red ware and brick-bats 

littered on the surface.  

Layer 1 was 28 cm (0-28 cm) thick deposit of brownish earth disturbed by cultivation on the site. It 

was slopping towards north containing pottery and brick-bats. The shapes in red ware included 

bowls, vases and handis. 

Layer 2 was 27 cm (28-55) thick deposit of brownish colour having a pit on the southern side which 

has been cut from the top of the layer 2 and reaching up to end of layer (3) contained pottery, clay 

lumps, shell and brick-bats. Out of these deposit pieces (Red ware) of bowls, basins, vases, handis, 

miniature bowls and spouted vessels were found. 

Layer 3 was 45 cm (55-100 cm) thick deposit of light grayish compact earth with patched of ash and 

loose earth- which was sloping towards west. It contained pottery, animal bones, brick-bats and 

nodules of kankar. The notable shapes in red ware included bowls, vases, jars, handis and storage jars. 

Layer 4 was 51 cm (100-151) thick deposit of yellowish hard earth undulating and was not of uniform 

thickness. It contained red ware pieces of bowls, basins, dishes, vases jars, handis, knobbed lids, 

spouted vessels, troughs and sprinklers. A few shapeless pieces of black slipped ware were also 

found in this deposit. The antiquities encountered were terracotta aricanut shaped beads, marbles, 

glass bangles, stone beads as well as animal bones and brick-bats. 

Floor-1 

 A floor made of reused bricks of Kushana period was exposed at the depth of 1.50 meter below 

surface (Fig. 6). The bricks used in floor measured 38 x 22 x 8 cm and 38 x 24 x 8 cm in size. While 

Fig. 9: General view of trench T-1 with floor at -1.50 Meter 
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brick- bats were mainly used to build the floor. It had single course. Its measurement was 2.70 m. 

(east-west) x 1.10 m (north-south). It was built on layer (6). Contemporary layer was 5 and sealed by 

layer 4. 

 

Floor 2 

A small floor made of rammed earth mixed with brick jelly and kankars, oriented north-south 

was found extending towards section facing west and facing north. Its extent measurement in east-

west was 70 cm and north-south was 85 cm. The thickness of the floor was 17 cm. It was sealed by 

layer 4 and was built on the top of layer 6. The contemporary layer was 5. Both the floors 1 and 2 are 

contemporary. 

Layer 5 was 17 cm (151-168 cm.) thick deposit of compact brownish earth, which is contemporary to 

these floors (floor 1 and 2). A few scattered brick-bats and kankar were also found. Potsherds were 

absent in this deposit. 

Layer 6 was 48 cm. (168-216 cm.) thick deposit of compact yellowish silt deposit. It contains brick-bats 

and kankar. Potsherds were absent in this deposit. 

 

Pit: A pit sealed by layer 5 was cut up to layer 7. It contained loose earth and brick-bats. 

Layer 7 was 30 cm. (216-246 cm.) thick deposits of yellowish loose sandy earth; running uniformly 

and having slope towards west. It contained potsherds of red ware and brick-bats. The important 

shapes were bowls, sprinkler, button knobbed lid, handis and jars. A terracotta sealing was also found 

from this deposit. 

 

Floor 3 

A working floor made of brick-bats was recovered attached with the section facing west and north 

measuring in north-south axis 1.05 m. and east-west axis 1.59 m. and having thickness 6 cm. It was 

built on the top of layer 8 and sealed by layer 7.  

Layer 8 was 29 cm. (246-275 cm.) thick deposit of yellowish loose sandy earth. It yielded potsherds 

(red ware) of bowls and jars. Thus layers 1 to5 were assigned to medieval period, layer 6 was hiatus 

and layer 7 and 8 belong to Kushana period. 

 

Trench T-2 was laid near the gate of Nardanand Ashram and its two quadrants were excavated up the 

depth of 2.70 meter. Its two quadrants were excavated (Fig. 10) 
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Fig. 10: T-2, General view of excavation 

 

Layer 1 was 36 cm (0-36 cm.) thick deposit of brownish semi compact earth. It thins out towards west. 

There is slope in that direction. It contains potsherds of red ware and brick-bats. Red ware potsherds 

reveal shapes of bowls, handis, vases and jars.  

Layer 2 was 32 cm (68-93 cm.) thick deposit of brownish semi compact earth. It yielded potsherds of 

red ware and brick-bats.  

Layer 3 was 25 cm. (68-93 cm.) thick deposit of semi compact brownish earth. It contains potsherds, 

brick size 26x24x6 cm. and brick-bats. The shapes of red ware potsherds were bowls, vases, handis 

and troughs. A stone weight, terracotta aricanut shaped bead and pottery hop-scotch were also 

recovered. 

 

Floor 1: 

A 15 cm thick floor made of paved bricks and brick-bats was encountered. Its extent length was 5.50 

m. and width was 2.65 m. The floor was damaged in between. Used bricks in the floor indicate that 
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water has been flowing over them for quite sometimes. It was built on the top of layer 5, 

contemporary layer was 4 and it was sealed by layer 3. 

Layer 4 was 15 cm (93-108 cm.) thick deposit of semi compact brownish earth. It contains potsherds of 

red ware and brick-bats. The shapes of red ware were bowls, dishes, vases, jars, basins, miniature 

pots. A terracotta aricanut shaped bead and animal bone were also recovered. 

Layer 5 was 17 cm (108-125 cm) thick deposit of compact brownish earth. It yielded potsherds of grey 

ware and red ware and brick-bats. The available shapes of grey ware were bowls and dishes. The red 

ware represented bowls, dishes, vases, jars, handis, and inkpot lids.  Terracotta figurines, skin rubber 

and pottery hop scotches were also found from this deposit. 

Layer 6 was 18 cm (125-143 cm) thick deposit of compact brownish yellow earth. It is uniformly 

running in both the quadrants. It yielded potsherds of grey ware and red ware and brick-bats. The 

recovered shapes of grey ware were dishes and bowl and that of red ware were dishes, bowls, vases, 

jars, handis and basins. 

Layer 7 was 25 cm (143-168 cm) thick deposit of light yellowish compact earth preceding the natural 

soil. It contains potsherds of grey ware and red ware and brick-bats. The main shapes of grey ware 

were dishes and bowls; red wares were bowls, dishes, vases, basins, handis and jars. Fragment of a 

copper coin and animal bones were also recovered. 

 

Structure 1: 

 A burnt brick wall oriented along north south axis was encountered in quadrant IV. Its extent length 

was 3.52 m., width 47 cm. and height 34 cm. It retained only 5 courses of bricks measuring 

47x25x6cm, 46x26x8 cm and 46x26x6 cm laid in headers with mud mortar. Two courses were in the 

foundation and 3 courses were part of the wall which has been pushed by the water flow, the same 

fell in the rain gully. As a result the bricks have shifted slightly on the western side. It has been 

extensively damaged by water being on the slope of the mound. It is built on the top of layer 6, layer 

3, 4 and 5 were contemporary deposits and sealed by layer 2. The contemporary and sealing deposit 

have been washed out. It was sealed by eroded materials. The floor 1 was also associated with this 

structure (Fig. 11)                         
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Fig. 11: Remains of a brick wall 

 

Thus the deposit of this trench was divided in two cultural periods: Period I- Shunga period which was 

assigned with layers 6 and 7 and Period II -Medieval period was assigned with layers 1 to 5. (Fig. 12) 

 
 

                         
Fig. 12: General view of T-2, section facing east 
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Trench T-3 was laid in the western side of the habitation in front of Balaji temple in an open field. It 

was excavated up the depth of 5.10 meter (Fig. 13). The upper part of this area was made of filled up 

deposit full of ash and earthen pots while the lower part was found stratified. 

 

 
Fig. 13: General view of T-3, section facing east 

 

The total accumulation was divided in to 3 cultural periods as follows: 

1. Period II- Kushana- Layers 8, 7, 6 

2. Period IV –Early Medieval Period- Layers 5-2 

3. Period V- Medieaval-Layer-1 

 

T-4   

It was laid behind a mosque in northwest of BSNL office and its quadrant III was excavated up 

to the depth of 0.70 meters. The red ware and pieces of brick bats were found littered on the surface. 

There was a brick lined well in southern side of the mound which indicated habitation. According to 

local traditions, during medieval period at this spot, there was Muslim habitation, known as 

Chhappan Sarai. After digging, the cultural deposit was divided into 3 layers. 
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Layer 1 was 10 cm thick deposit of grayish hard earth which yielded red ware shapes of bowls, vases, 

long necked jars, storage jars, brick-bats in thickness of 5 cm, animal bones and teeth of a bovid. 

Floor -1: A small brick paved platform in a limited area of the trench attached to section facing west 

was encountered. It was built of brick bats and a small burn patch was noticed near it. It was sealed 

by layer 1, contemporary layer was 2 and it was built on layer 3. 

Layer 2 was 10 cm (10-20 cm) thick deposit of grayish semi compact earth which yielded red ware 

representing bowls, long necked jars, spouted vessels and a broken animal figurine. Burning activity 

was noticed in a small area at this level. 

Layer 3 was 50 cm (20-70 cm) thick deposit of grayish semi compact earth which represented red 

ware including bowls with flaring sides, shallow bowls, basins, handis of pots, miniature handis, 

carinated handis, spouted vessels, bowls of Kushana period, an inkpot type of lid, terracotta tiles, glass 

bangles, toe of a human figurine, a bone dice having circular marks, iron nail and terracotta marbles. 

It is noteworthy here that a human skull was also found at the depth of 70 cm buried in this layer 

(Fig. 14). 
 

 
Fig. 14: T-4, Qdt.-III, General view of floor made of brick bats and a skull in-situ 
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The archaeological material at this level was the mixture of two periods, Medieval and 

Kushana, therefore the excavation in this quadrant was stopped and next quadrant IV was excavated 

up to the depth of 5.47 meter, where we got habitational deposit about 1.78 meter thick and further 

the area was excavated for next 3.43 meter in the natural soil in search of any earlier cultural deposit, 

which could not be found (Fig. 15). The total cultural deposit in this quadrant was divided in seven 

layers as under. 

Layer 1 was 20 cm (0-20 cm) thick deposit of grayish loose earth which yielded red ware representing 

bowls of medieval period as well as bowls of Kushana period in mixed manner. 

Layer 2 was 28 cm (20-48cm) thick deposit of semi compact earth. It yielded red ware comprising of 

bowls, basins, inkpot type of lid, button knobbed lid, vases and jars. Three pottery hop-scotches, an 

archaic terracotta plain human figurine and other with tiny hands and deep impression for eyes and 

naval part were found. A very beautiful net sinker was also found from this deposit. It bears a hole 

across. 

Layer 3 was 27 cm (48-75 cm) thick deposit of semi compact earth which yielded brick-bats and 

potsherds. The material was similar to layer 2. An archaic terracotta human figurine having split 

mouth, deep eyes and tiny hands slightly bent were also found from this deposit. 

Layer 4 was 17 cm (75-92 cm) thick deposit loose earth. It yielded red ware comprising handis, vases, 

basins, knobbed lids, bowls with a depression inside below the rim, inkpot type of lid, jars and high 

neck vases. One potsherds having stamped design; few animal bones; an archaic terracotta human 

figurine and glass bangles were also recovered. It is Kushana assemblage. 

Layer 5 was 24 cm. (92-116 cm.) thick deposit of brownish semi compact earth. It yielded potsherds of 

red ware and brick-bats. The potsherds of red ware consists of high neck vessels, basins, jars with 

collared rim, bowls with featureless rim, bowls with flaring sides etc. On the basis of the findings it 

also belongs to Kushana period. 

Layer 6 was 28 cm (116-144 cm.) thick deposit of semi compact earth. It was noticed in a very limited 

area. It yielded red ware and brick-bats the potsherds of red ware comprising handis, vases, spouted 

vessels, bowls, miniature bowls, knobbed lids, miniature vases, a pan with handle and storage jars. A 

terracotta wheel, an ear stud, a broken piece of aricanut shaped bead, a terracotta female figurine 

having folded hands and beautifully ornamented and skin rubber were also recovered from this 

deposit. The material of this deposit is assigned to Shunga period. 

Layer 7 was 34 cm. (144-178 cm.) thick deposit of yellowish semi-compact earth. It yielded red ware 

comprising bowls with depression inside below the rim, sprinklers, spouted vessels and vases. On 

the basis of these remains it may also belongs to Shunga period. 

Pit-1: A pit was found in a large area sealed by layer 5 and continued up to natural deposit. It yielded 

potsherds of red ware, brick-bats, ash and burnt nodules etc. The potsherds of red ware comprise big 

bowls with depression inside below the rim, inkpot lids and spouted vessels. Fragments of leg, arm 
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and hand of terracotta human figurines; glass bangles and terracotta aricanut shaped bead were also 

recovered. 

Thus the layer 1 belonged to Early Medieval period, Layers -2 to 5 Kushana period and layers 6-7 were 

assigned to Early Historic Period (Period. I) 

 

 
Fig. 15: T-4, Qdt IV, Animal bones from Natral sand deposit 

Apart from ceramics a floor of brick bats, a human skull and huge quantity of animal bones were also 

found from this locality.                                                                                                                                                

 

T-5  

A trench measuring 2 x 2 meter was laid in the campus of Vedic and Pauranic Research Center 

complex at a distance of 50 meter from water tank and about 5 meter south of metalled road. It was 

excavated up to the depth of 5.25 meter which yielded a cultural deposit divided in 12 layers (Fig. 

16). The earliest deposits yielded archaeological components of Kushana period. The description of 

these deposits is as follows: 
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Layer 1 was 5 cm (0-5 cm) thick deposit of light brown, loose earth which yielded shapeless shards in 

red ware along with a chilam of modern times. 

Layer 2 was 13 cm (5-18cm) thick deposit of brownish loose earth which yielded red ware bowls in 

medium fabric along with fragments of basins, vases, miniature bowls belonging to medieval period. 

Layer 3 was 45 cm (18-63cm) thick deposit of brownish loose earth which yielded pot shards and 

brickbats. An iron nail was also found from this deposit. The shapes (red ware) were jars, spouted 

vessels, and knobbed lids. 

Layer 4 was 45cm (63-108 cm) thick deposit of grayish semi compact earth which yielded red ware 

representing bowls, jars, sprinklers, storage jars, handis, and lug handles along with brickbats. 

Layer 5 was 47 cm (108-155 cm) thick deposit of light brownish semi compact earth yielding a good 

quantity of pot shards including bowls, basins, spouts, jars, handis and knobbed lids. A terracotta 

female head wearing ear and neck ornaments was found at the depth of 142 cm. Again an aricanut 

shaped bead and a head of a terracotta female figurine was also found at the depth of 155 cm. 

Layer 6 was 38 cm (155-193cm) thick deposit of light brownish semi compact earth which yielded a 

good quantity of pot shards and brickbats. The pottery represented by red ware included bowls, 

sprinklers vessels, jars, basins, handis, storage jars, vases, knobbed lid and a few shards of black were 

found at the depth of 167 cm and 187 cm. 

Layer 7 was 60 cm (193-253 cm) thick deposit of brownish semi compact earth which yielded red 

ware including shapes of bowls, lid cum bowls, miniature handis, jars, sprinklers, spouted vessels, 

and miniature vases. Brickbats, two terracotta marbles, an aricanut shaped bead and a kauri was 

recovered from the deposit of this layer.  

Layer 8 was 41 cm (253-294 cm) thick deposit of grayish semi compact earth which yielded red ware 

along with the shape of bowls, basins, lids, jars, and spouted vessels. An ivory bangle and tortoise 

bones were also found from it. 

Layer 9 was 12 cm (294-315 cm) thick deposit of light yellowish semi compact earth which yielded 

pot shards and brickbats. The pottery represented in red ware included bowls, basins, jar, inkpot lids, 

and handis. 

Layer 10 was 45 cm (315-360 cm) thick deposit of light brownish semi compact earth which yielded 

brick-bats and fragment of red ware representing the shapes of bowls basins, jars, spouted vessels 

handis. A terracotta humped bull, a bone arrowhead was also recovered from this deposit. 
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Layer 11 was 70 cm (360-430 cm) thick deposit of yellowish loose earth in which the occurrence of 

potshards reduced. A few shards of bowls and vases in red ware were found.  

Layer 12 was 24 cm (476-500 cm) thick deposit of yellowish colour which was marked as natural 

deposit of sand and at the depth of 5.25 meter. The excavation work was closed at this point.    

Thus the layers 1 and 2 were assigned to medieval period, layers3 to 5 to early medieval period, 

layers 6 and 7 to Gupta period, layers 8 to 10 to Kushana period and layers 11 and 12 to Shunga period.    

                     

 
Fig. 16: General View of Trench T-5 with section facing east 

 

 T-6 Vyas gaddi: 

This trench measuring 2x2 meter was laid behind Vyas Gaddi towards north (Fig. 17).  
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Fig. 17: General view of trench, T6 

 

According to traditions, the ancient religious literature was rewritten at this place. This trench 

was excavated up to the depth of 2.40 meters in which the lowermost 65 cm dig was made in natural. 

The objective of excavation was to determine the cultural sequences of deposits in Vyas Gaddi area. 

The land selected for excavation was covered with shrubs and while cleaning its upper surface the 

thin layer of humus was cleared. This did not yield any remarkable pottery or antiquity. The total 

deposit was divided in 4 layers belonging to Kushana period. Six copper coins of Kushana age were 

recovered from this location. Summary of the excavations is as follows: 

Layer 1 was 40 cm thick deposit (0-40cm) of semi-compact nature with grayish colour which yielded 

red ware including the shapes handis with collared rim, bases of bowls, upper part of a sprinkler, 

miniature pots, bowls with slightly everted rim and broken pieces of terracotta tiles (Fig. 18).  
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Fig. 18: Terracotta tiles 

 

The pottery of this phase is plain but some of these bears thin coating of red slip over it, mica dusting 

was also noticed. No potsherd was found with any type of decoration. It yielded 06 copper coins, 

circular in shape and badly corroded. These coins need cleaning for further information.  An archaic 

terracotta figurine with stretched out arms and legs was also found from this deposit. An aricanut 

shaped bead and a broken piece of dabber was other finds from this deposit. 

Layer 2 was 50 cm thick deposit (40-90 cm) of light grey colour and comparatively harder than layer 

1.  A pit was encountered in north eastern part of the trench in a small area in layer 2. It was full of 

ashes and a few pieces of pottery, a conical flask type of pot with sager base and a basin with collared 

rim was founded from this pit. Layer 2 yielded only red ware represented by bases of bowls, bowls 

with flaring sides having finger impressions on exterior with featureless rim, handis, and sprinklers. 

Some of these pots were treated with fine chocolate slip. A broken archaic terracotta figurine was also 

found from this layer.   

Layer-3 was 51 cm thick deposit (90-141cm) of light brownish colour. Its composition was semi-

compact. It yielded only red ware comprising bowls with flaring side with a shallow undercut below 
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rim in interior. Knobbed lids, spouted vessels (only spout) with red slip were found from this 

deposit. 

Layer 4 was 30 cm thick deposit (141-171cm) of dark brownish semi-compact earth. It yielded the 

potsherds same as layer 3 and it was also assigned to Kushana period. It was further excavated for 65 

cm in natural soil. Thus the deposits of this trench belong to Kushana period only. No other cultural 

signature was noticed at this point (Fig. 19). 

 

Fig. 19: General view of T-6 

T-7  

This trench was laid in front of Dashaswamedh ghat temple (Fig. 20) towards the river. It is 

narrated in Valmiki Ramayana that Ram the king of Ayodhya of Solar dynasty performed a horse 

sacrifice at Naimisaranya on the bank of river Gomati. At present there is a brick temple dedicated to 

lord Ram and icons of Ram with Sita, Lakshman and Human are installed in the sanctum and being 

worshipped. The steps of the temple were going in south towards river Gomati where a dam has been 

constructed to control the flood. During the excavations nine steps were opened buried in soil but in 

the last at the depth of 2.82 meter water appeared and we were forced to stop the excavations (Fig. 

21-23). A coin of 1972 was found from the lowest levels which indicated that before 1972 Gomati was 

flowing at this point and after the building of dam it was pushed towards the south. 
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Fig. 20: Dashashvamedha ghat temple 

 

          
Fig. 21 -22 General view of excavations T-7 
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Fig. 23: Lower level of excavation where water appeared 

T-8  

There is a famous place known as Humangarhi temple. On its entrance part, a well of medieval period 

is still standing (Fig. 24). This trench was laid behind the temple which was excavated up to the depth 

of 4.40 meter and it also yielded cultural deposit of Kushana period at its lowest level (Fig. 25).  
 

 
Fig. 24: A well in Hanumangarhi temple 
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Fig. 25 General view of trench T8 

 

From the excavations, a chronological sequence of five cultural periods was established on the site as 

follows: 

V. Medieval period 

IV. Early Medieval Period 

III. Gupta period  

II. Kushana Period 

I. Shunga Period. 

 

Pottery: The pottery of period-I comprised of red ware, black slipped ware, fine grey ware, Orange 

red slipped ware and coarse red ware. It is pertinent to mention here that no shard of Northern Black 

Polished Ware was found in excavations. The recovered pottery was mostly wheel turned. The main 

shapes encountered were dishes with incurved rim, bowls with slightly incurved / vertical rim, 

channel spouted bowls, dish on stand (?), vases, handis, and jars. A few shards in thin fabric in red 

ware were found in very depraved condition leaving reddish powder but it could not be Ochre 

Colour Pottery. It has got rolled and powdery surface because of being buried for a long time in moist 

and sandy layer (Fig. 26-33).  
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                              Fig. 26                                                           Fig. 27                                                              Fig. 28 

 

 

       
                            Fig. 29                                                            Fig. 30                                                                  Fig. 31 

 

 

                                      
                                              Fig.32                                                                          Fig. 33 

                                Potteries of Shunga period (Fig. 26-33) 

 

The pottery of period-II was represented by red ware in medium fabric, wheel turned,  mostly 

without any surface treatment but some times treated with red slip on the exterior surface. It 

represented the shapes of bowls with flairing sides with an under cut below rim on the interior. The 

finger marks were visible on exterior because it was prepared on a slow wheel. Other shapes 

included handis, vases, jars, storage jars, troughs, knobbed lids, ink pot type of lids, sprinklers treated 

with bright red slip on exterior. Some of the pots had incisized stamp design on its exterior too. A 

pedestalled bowl perhaps used in religious rituals was also found in damaged condition from the 

deposit of this period (Fig. 34-39). 
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                                  Fig. 34                                                                                                             Fig. 35                                       

 

                            
                         Fig. 36                                                                                                                     Fig. 37 

                           

                                 
       Fig. 38                                                                                                                   Fig. 39 

                                   Potteries of Kushana period (Fig. 34-39) 

 

Period-III yielded red ware and period-IV yielded knife edged bowls in medium fabric. It was 

plain and devoid of any surface treatment. A few pots in this category were treated with thin red slip 

on the exterior. Other shapes include handis, basins, jars, storage jars and troughs. Knobbed lids, 

shards of black ware were frequently found. Period V yielded red ware and glazed wares (Fig. 40-42). 
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                                 Fig. 40                                                                         Fig. 41           Fig. 42                            

                                                                                    Pot shards of Period IV (Fig. 40-42) 

 

Antiquity:  The antiquities found from period I represented archaic terracotta figurines. It is worth 

mentioning here that a large number of terracotta archaic figurines were recovered from the 

excavations at Sanchankot temple complex of Jalesar belonging to Shunga / Kushana period which 

shows that these were used in religious offerings in this area. Terracotta skin rubber, terracotta net 

sinkers, bone Arrow-heads, iron sickles and axes were also found. A beautiful figure of a lady made 

on the handle of a pot with folded hands full of bangles in standing posture, wearing dhoti as 

undergarment, kati mekhla in waist, was also found from the deposit of this period. The antiquities of 

this period are as follows: 

 

1. Terracotta Ear-stud, grey, looks like a damaru, about 1/5th portion horizontally broken on both 

sides. Both plain surfaces are concave in centre, length 3.3 cm, width- 1.9 cm, from T4, Layer 

5,-120 cm. Shunga. Accession no. 4080 (Fig. 43) 

 

2. The aricanut shaped bead, blackish, cracked from top to bottom, a thin hole across in center, 

slightly concave bottom, height 2.2 cm, diameter 1.6 cm, from T4, -130 cm. Shunga. Accession 

no. 4082 (Fig. 44) 

 

 

                        
                               Fig. 43: Terracotta ear stud                                                                      Fig. 44: Aricanut Bead 
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3. A small and broken piece of terracotta pestle with red color and many deep pores appears like 

holes. Inner material is somewhat grayish in color, length 8.5 cm, thickness, 4.8 cm, from T4, -

120 cm. Shunga. Accession no. 4083 (Fig. 45) 

 

4. A big terracotta wheel, red in colour and handmade, diameter 6.1 cm, thickness,1.8 cm, from 

T4, layer-6, -148 cm. Shunga. Accession no. 4084 (Fig. 46) 

                                     
                               Fig. 45: Terracotta pestle                                                                               Fig. 46: Terracotta wheel 

 

5. A copper coin, small, rectangular in shape, thin, patina on sides, obverse and reverse of the 

same in not identifiable. Length 1.3 cm, width 0.8 cm, thickness 0.2 cm, from T2, layer 6. 

Shunga. Accession no. 4085 (Fig. 47) 

 

                             
 

Fig. 47: Copper Coin 

 

6. A bone arrowhead, reddish, damaged at but-end, length 5.2 cm, thickness 0.7 cm, T5, -360 cm. 

Shunga. Accession no. 4139 (Fig. 48) 

   
            

               Fig. 48: Bone arrowhead 
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7. A terracotta sealing, grayish, having a positive impression of a standing bull in front of a tree, 

diameter 3.1 cm, thickness 1.3 cm, from T1, layer 7, -240 cm. Shunga.  Accession no.4016 (Fig. 

49). 
 

8. A terracotta skin rubber, red, rectangular (Fig. 50). 
 

9. An archaic terracotta human figurine, red, punched eyes, pinched nose, tiny arms and legs, 

handmade, from period I (Fig. 51).  
 

                                          
        Fig. 49: Terracotta sealing                                      Fig. 50: Terracotta skin rubber          Fig. 51: Terracotta human figure 

 

10. Handle of a pot, bearing figure of a lady in standing posture, with folded hands. from period I 

(Fig. 52). 
 

The antiquities of period-II are as follows: 

1. Terracotta female figurine, red, damaged, and badly mutilated. Height 6.2 cm, width 5.4 cm, 

from T2, layer 2,-45, Kushana, Accession no.4015 (Fig. 53) 

 

2. A fragment of an ivory bangle, white, fine, one surface of bangle is somewhat plain-convex but 

other two are plain. Arch: 4.3 cm, thickness 0.5 cm, T5, -265 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4134 

(Fig. 54).                                                                                        
 

 

                                     
Fig. 52: Terracotta handle   Fig. 53: Terracotta female figure                                 Fig. 54: Ivory bangle 
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3. Terracotta bull figure, grey, handmade, crude, hind portion and one frontal leg is broken, 

hump is unusual showing its robustness, length 3.7 cm, height 3.2 cm, T5, -328 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4135 (Fig. 55).  
 

4. A terracotta net sinker, dull red, handmade, crude, height 5.4 cm, width 4.4 cm,T5, -277 cm. 

Kushana. Accession no. 4137 (Fig. 56) 
 

5. A terracotta bull figurine, red, handmade, crude, its tail and legs are broken, eyes represented 

by dots, prominent hump, a hole across on neck to tie it with thread to drag it, length 6.2 cm, 

height 4.7 cm, T5, -347 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4138 (Fig. 57). 

 

              

                  

                  Fig. 55: Terracotta bull figure            Fig. 56: Terracotta Net Sinker                    Fig. 57: Terracotta bull figure 

 

6. An aricanut shaped bead, grey in color, badly damaged depression on bottom, conical at top, 

thin hole across, diameter 2.4 cm, thickness 1.4 cm, from T3, Qdt III, -380 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4104 (Fig. 58) 
 

7. Fragment of a bangle, greenish, thin, Arch 2.6 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T4, -70 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4105 (Fig. 59) 
 

8. Terracotta dabber, dull red, the but-end damaged and missing, diameter: 6.1 cm, height 4.4 cm, 

from T6, layer 1, -35 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4107 (Fig. 60) 

 

               

                  Fig. 58: Aricanut Bead                              Fig. 59: Fragment of a bangle                           Fig. 60: Terracotta Dabber 
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9. Three copper coins sticking to each other and also covered with patina, diameter 2.5 cm, 

thickness 1 cm, from T6, layer 1, -35 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4108 (Fig. 61) 

 

10. Copper coin, patinated, obverse and reverse are not clear therefore not identifiable Kushana (?) 

coin, diameter 2.7 cm, thickness 0.6 cm, from T6, layer 1, -35 cm. Kushana (?). Accession no. 

4109 (Fig. 62) 

 

                                    
             

                          Fig. 61: Three coins                                          Fig. 62: Copper coin 

   

 

11. Copper coin, thick, badly covered with green patina, obverse and reverse arenot clear, 

diameter 2.7 cm, thickness 0.7 cm, from T6, layer 1, -35 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4110 (Fig. 

63) 

 

12. Copper coin, covered with green patina, thick, circular, big, obverse and reverse badly covered 

with green patina, unidentifiable, diameter 2.7 cm, thickness 0.5 cm, from T6, layer 1, -35 cm. 

Kushana. Accession no. 4111 (Fig. 64) 

 

                   
             

             Fig. 63: Copper coin                                                                   Fig. 64: Copper coin 
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13. Archaic terracotta human figure, dull red, tiny hands and legs, handmade, crude fabric, 

prepared from clay mixed with husk, length 5.4 cm, width 4.4 cm, from T6, layer 1, -35 cm.  

Kushana. Accession no. 4112 (Fig. 65) 
 

14. Terracotta aricanut shaped bead, dull red, a thin hole passes through its centre, broken, 

diameter 2.4 cm, thickness 1.6 cm, from T6, Layer 1, -35 cm.  Kushana. Accession no. 4113 (Fig. 

66) 
 

15. An archaic terracotta human figurine, dull red, rounded head, stretched out arms, portion 

below waist damaged, handmade, crude, length 5.1 cm, width 4.4 cm, from T6, Layer 2, -50 

cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4114 (Fig. 67) 

                                         
                                    

           Fig. 65: Terracotta human figure                Fig. 66: Terracotta Aricanut                       Fig. 67: Terracotta human figure               

  

16. Aricanut shaped terracotta bead, upper portion from bottom is grayish and bottom surface 

black, diameter 2.4 cm, height 1.7 cm, from T3, -375 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4116 (Fig. 68) 
 

17. Aricanut shaped terracotta bead, black, a thin hole passes through its centre, plain bottom, 

diameter 2.3 cm, height 1.6 cm, from T3, -380 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4117 (Fig. 69) 
 

18. A terracotta aricanut shaped bead, grey in color, fine, perforation across in center, diameter 2.3 

cm, height 1.4 cm, from T3, -408 cm. Kushana. Accession 4118 (Fig. 70) 

                                            
         

              Fig. 68: Terracotta bead                                       Fig. 69: Terracotta bead                            Fig. 70: Terracotta bead 
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19. ragment of a stone pestle, brownish, cylindrical shape, rough and crude, damaged, length 9.3 

cm, width 4.1 cm. T3, -410 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4119 (Fig. 71)       
 

20. Terracotta aricanut shaped bead, black, fine, depression on bottom, diameter 2.2 cm, thickness 

1.7 cm, from T3, Qdt III, -412 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4120 (Fig. 72) 
 

21. Broken arm of a terracotta figurine, grey, handmade, crude fabric, fingers are shown by two 

deep incised marks, length 3.9 cm, thickness 1.1 cm, from T3, -435 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 

4121 (Fig. 73) 

             

                                            

                Fig. 71: fragment of a stone pestle              Fig. 72: Terracotta bead           Fig. 73: Broken arm of Terracotta figure 

            

 

22. An aricanut shaped terracotta bead, black, fine, a circular mild groove at bottom, hole across, 

diameter 2.4 cm, thickness 1.9 cm from T3, -438 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4122 (Fig. 74) 
 

23. Iron khurpa, badly rusted and very brittle, length 5.8 cm, width 1.5 cm, from T3, -428 cm. 

Kushana. Accession no. 4123 (Fig. 75) 
 

24. An archaic terracotta human figurine, grayish, pinched nose, punched eyes, out stretched arms 

and legs, handmade, crude, length 5.5 cm, width 3.2 cm, from T8, -405 cm. Kushana. Accession 

no. 4132 (Fig. 76)     

 

        
                   Fig. 74: Terracotta bead                                          Fig. 75: Iron Khurpa                  Fig. 76: Terracotta human figure 
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25. A small terracotta marble, dull red, handmade, crude, devoid of any surface treatment, 

diameter 2.0 cm, from T5, -245 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4133 (Fig. 77) 
 

26. Broken right hand of a terracotta figurine, crude, dull red and wrist portion is badly damaged, 

bearing bajuband made in appliqué, length 4.5 cm, thickness 2.8 cm. from pit sealed by layer 5, 

Kushana. Accession no. 4103 (Fig. 78) 
 

27. Pottery hopscotch, circular, red, thick fabric, gritty core. Diameter 4 cm, thickness 1.4 cm, from 

T2, -90 cm. Kushana, Accession no. 4005 (Fig. 79) 

             

    

                  Fig. 77: Terracotta marble                 Fig. 78: Broken hand of a Terracotta figure        Fig. 79: Pottery Hopscotch 

 

                                                       

28. Terracotta marble, irregular round, small in size, dull red in colour. Diameter 1.5 cm, from T1, 

-1.80 cm.  Kushana. Accession no. 4010 (Fig. 80) 
 

29. Fragment of a terracotta spindle whorl, circular, red, fine fabric, treated with red slip, a central 

perforation across. Diameter 3.6 cm, thickness 0.4 cm, from T1, Qdt.III, -300 cm, Kushana, 

Accession no. 4023 (Fig. 81) 
 

30. Pottery hopscotch, one side red and other black, thick fabric, clay mixed with mica. Length 6.2 

cm, thickness 1.4 cm, T4, Layer2, -38 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4044 (Fig. 82) 

 

          
                                         

                Fig. 80: Terracotta marble                     Fig. 81: Terracotta spindle whorl                     Fig. 82: Pottery hopscotch 
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31. Fragment of a glass bangle, green, thin fabric, flat interior, depression on top, rectangular 

section. Arch 1.8 cm, thickness 0.2 cm, from T1, -3.00 m, Kushana, Accession no. 4019 (Fig. 83) 

 

32. Fragment of a glass bangle, black in colour, triangular section, flat interior, apex of triangle in 

exterior. Arch 3.6 cm, thickness 0.4 cm, from T4, layer-2, -30 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4060 

(Fig. 84) 

                              

                                  Fig. 83: Fragment of a glass bangle                                          Fig. 84: Fragment of a glass bangle 

 

33. Fragment of a glass bangle, light blue in colour, flat bottom, and crescentic section. Arch 3.7 

cm, thickness 0.4 cm, from T4, layer 2, -30 cm. Kushana.  Accession no. 4061 (Fig. 85) 
 

34. Fragment of a glass bangle, exterior is in red colour, interior and sides are in white colour, flat 

bottom, rectangular section, exterior has eight irregular circle shape, Arch- 5.9 cm, width-0.4 

cm, and spotted design on the upper surface, from T4, layer 2, -30 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 

4062 (Fig. 86) 
 

35. Fragment of a glass bangle, exterior is red, interior and sides are white in color, flat bottom, 

rectangular section, four irregular circled dots made on top. Arch- 3.9 cm, thickness 0.4 cm, 

from T4, layer 2, -40 cm. Kushana.  Accession no. 4063 (Fig. 87) 

                                 
                                  Fig. 85: Fragment of a glass bangle                                              Fig. 86: Fragment of a glass bangle    

 

36. Fragment of a glass bangle, green in colour, flat interior, apex of triangle on exterior and 

triangular section. Arch 5.5 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T4, layer 2, -30 cm. Kushana. Accession 

no. 4057 (Fig. 88) 

                           
  Fig. 87: Fragment of a glass bangle                                        Fig. 88: Fragment of a glass bangle 
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37. Fragment of a glass bangle, dark blue in colour, triangular section and flat bottom with 

pointed top, mild grooves on sides. Arch 4.6 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T4, layer 2, -35 cm. 

Kushana. Accession no. 4067 (Fig. 89) 
 

38. Fragment of a glass bangle, green in colour triangular section, flat bottom with pointed top, 

grooves on sides. Arch 4.6 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T4, layer-3,-60 cm. Kushana. Accession 

no. 4068 (Fig. 90) 

 

                            
                      Fig. 89: Fragment of a glass bangle                                                 Fig. 90: Fragment of a glass bangle 

                                

39. Fragment of a glass bangle, dark blue in colour, triangular section, inner surface is flat, pointed 

top, grooves made on one side. Arch 2.4 cm, thickness 0.4 cm, from T4, -60 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4069 (Fig. 91) 
 

40. Fragment of a glass bangle, dark blue in color, flat bottom, pointed top, triangular section. 

Arch 3.5 cm, thickness 0.4 cm, from T4, layer-3, -60 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4070 (Fig. 92) 

 

                      
      Fig. 91: Fragment of a glass bangle                                               Fig. 92: Fragment of a glass bangle 

 

41. Fragment of a glass bangle, the interior is green and flat, pointed top, decorated in red colour 

on yellow background on both sides, triangular section, arch 4.7 cm,  thickness 0.6 cm, from 

T4, Layer-3, -90 cm. Kushana. Accession no 4079 (Fig. 93) 
 

42. Fragment of a glass bangle, upper surface white and lower surface is green, length 2.6 cm, 

thickness 0.4 cm, from T4, Qdt. IV, pit sealed by layer 5, -250 cm, Kushana, Accession no. 4098 

(Fig. 94) 

 

                               
 Fig. 93: Fragment of a glass bangle                                   Fig. 94: Fragment of a glass bangle 
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43. Terracotta dabber, dull red, flat base, damaged height 7.2 cm, diameter 7.5 cm. from T3, -335 

cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4102 (Fig. 95) 
 

44. An iron Celt, rusted, length 7.5 cm, width 3.3 cm, from T2, Layer-4, -100 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4040 (Fig. 96) 
 

45. Fragment of an Iron spear head, damaged and rusted, length 8.0cm, width 3.0 cm, from T2, 

Layer 5, -115 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4043 (Fig. 97) 

           
Fig. 95: Terracotta dabber                         Fig. 96: Iron celt                                 Fig. 97: Fragment of a iron spear head 

 
  

46. A pottery Hopscotch, one side red and other black, thick fabric, clay mixed with mica, round 

shape, diameter 6.2 cm, thickness 1.5 cm, from T2, Layer-5, -1.15 m. Kushana. Accession no. 

4042 (Fig. 98). 
 

47. An iron arrow head, rusted, pointed at the top, rectangular at tang end. Length 12 cm, 

thickness 1 cm, from T3, leyar-3, -55 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4051 (Fig. 99) 

                        
Fig. 98: Pottery hopscotch                                                                       Fig. 99: Iron arrow head             

                               

48. Fragment of an iron wire, rusted, length 10.3 cm, thickness 0.3 cm,  from T3, layer 3, -58 cm. 

Kushana. Accession no. 4052 (Fig. 100) 

 
                                   Fig. 100: Fragment of a iron wire 
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49. An iron arrow head, rusted, length 7.4 cm, thickness 0.9 cm, from T3, layer 3, -60 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4053 (Fig. 101) 

           

                                          Fig. 101: Iron arrow head 

 

50. A terracotta figure, lower portion damaged, dull red, molded, length 4.8 cm, width 4.5 cm, 

from T3, -166 cm (pit), Kushana. Accession no. 4054 (Fig. 102) 
 

51. A terracotta Net sinker, reddish in color, collared on both ends, flat top and bottom, vertical 

perforation across, treated with red slip, length 4.2 cm, diameter 3.5 cm. from T4, Layer 2, -38 

cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4045 (Fig. 103) 

                                      

                             Fig. 102: Terracotta figure                                  Fig. 103: Terracotta net sinker 
 

52. Pottery hopscotch, one side red and other black, thick fabric, clay mixed with mica, round 

shape. Diameter- 6.4 cm, thickness 1.3 cm, from T4, Layer 2, -40 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 

4046 (Fig. 104) 
 

53. Pottery hopscotch, both sides red, thick fabric, clay mixed with mica, round shape. Diameter 

6.6 cm, thickness 1.6 cm, from T4, Layer 2, -40 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4047 (Fig. 105) 
 

 

                                 

                                             Fig. 104: Pottery hopscotch                                    Fig. 105: Pottery hopscotch 
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54. Archaic terracotta figurine, red, pinched nose stretched out stumpy arms and legs, right arm 

broken, handmade, length 4.4 cm, width 2.9 cm, from T1, Qdt IV, -44 cm. Kushana, Accession 

no 4048 (Fig. 106) 
 

55. An archaic terracotta human figurine, red, pinched nose, short arms, legs broken, handmade, 

length 4.1 cm, width 3.0 cm, from T4, layer 3, -52 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4049 (Fig. 107) 
 

56. A terracotta archaic figurine, red, handmade, tiny hands, legs broken, split mouth, pinched 

nose, pin-hole eyes, length 4.8 cm, width- 4.4 cm. T4, layer 2, -65 cm. Kushana, Accession no. 

4077 (Fig. 108) 
 

            

                            Fig. 106: Terracotta figure         Fig. 107: Terracotta human figure      Fig. 108: Terracotta human figure 

 

 

57. A terracotta archaic human figurine, red in colour, tiny hands and legs, head damaged, 

handmade, hair knot on head. Length- 5.2 cm, width- 3.3 cm, thickness 1.3 cm. T4, Layer 3, -76 

cm. Kushana. Accession no.4080 (Fig. 109) 
 

58. A terracotta marble, grey, irregular round, diameter 2.1 cm, from T4, layer 2, -30 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4055 (Fig. 110) 
 

59. A small terracotta marble, grey, diameter 1.4 cm, from T4, layer 2, -30 cm. Kushana. Accession 

no. 4056 (Fig. 111) 

 

                        
 

                Fig. 109: Terracotta human figure        Fig. 110: Terracotta marble        Fig. 111: Small terracotta marble 



Excavations at Naimisharanya 

47 

 

60. A terracotta marble, grey. Diameter 2.0 cm, fromT4, layer-2, -30 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 

4058 (Fig. 112) 
 

61. A terracotta marble, grey in colour, diameter 2.1 cm, from T4, layer 2, -30 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no 4059 (Fig. 113) 
 

62. Fragment of a Bone dice, off white in color, rectangular sides, squared top, one end is 

damaged, two circles with incised dots in center on one side. Length 3.5 cm, thickness 0.8 cm, 

width 1.0 cm from  T4, layer 3, -50 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4064 (Fig. 114) 

                
     Fig. 112: Terracotta marble   Fig. 113: Terracotta marble                    Fig. 114: Fragment of a bone dice 

                                                  

63. Fragment of an iron nail, round cross-section, badly rusted and frazil. Length 4.8 cm, diameter 

0.5 cm, from T4, layer-3, -50 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4065 (Fig. 115) 

 
                                       Fig. 115: Fragment of a iron nail 

 

64. Fragment of left feet of a human figurine, treated with red slip all over which is peeling off, flat 

sole, thumb and tarts finger damaged, length 10.4 cm, width 6.6 cm, from T4, layer 3,-60 cm. 

Kushana. Accession no. 4066 (Fig. 116) 
 

65. Pottery hopscotch, red in colour, circular shape, small mica particles seen on both sides. 

Diameter 6.2 cm, thickness 1.5 cm, from T2, layer 5, -125 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4071 (Fig. 

117) 
 

               
                    Fig. 116: Fragment of left feet of a human figure     Fig. 117: Pottery hopscotch 
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66. A terracotta ram figurine, red in color, only hind left leg available, rest three legs and tail are 

damaged, pin hole made on the top of the snout, fattened body. Length 5.3 cm, height 3.7 cm, 

from T2, layer 5, -115 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4072 (Fig. 118) 

 

67. A terracotta animal figurine, dull red in color, head, legs and hind portion are missing, length 

4.7 cm, height 3.3 cm. from T2, Layer 5, -115 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4073 (Fig. 119) 

 

68. Pottery hopscotch, red in color, irregular but circular in shape, thick fabric. Diameter 3.4 cm, 

thickness 1.4 cm. from T2, Layer 3. Kushana. Accession no. 4074 (Fig. 120) 

 

 

                     

              Fig. 118: Terracotta ram figure            Fig. 119: terracotta animal figure              Fig. 120: Pottery hopscotch 

 

 

69. A very small pottery disc, dull red in colour, circular, diameter, 2.4 cm, thickness, 0.7 cm, from 

T3, -205 cm. Kushana. Accession no. 4091 (Fig. 121) 

 

70. Terracotta bead, black, perforation across, damaged at bottom eight 2.2 cm, diameter 2.3 cm, 

from T2, Layer 4. Kushana. Accession no. 4076 (Fig. 122) 

 

71. A fairly good terracotta aricanut shaped bead, round bottom with perforation across, diameter 

2.6 cm, heights. 2 cm, from T3, Accession no. 4086 (Fig. 123) 

 
 

                             
                                      
                     Fig. 121: pottery hopscotch                 Fig. 122: Terracotta bead                Fig. 123: Terracotta bead 
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72. A pottery hopscotch, reddish, made of clay mixed with mica, circular in shape and medium 

fabric, diameter 4.5 cm, thickness 0.8 cm, from T2, layer 3,-85 cm, Kushana, Accession no 4003 

(Fig. 124) 

 

73. An Aricanut shaped bead, dark grey, flat base, conical top, perforation across, gritty surface, 

diameter 2.7 cm, Height 2.1 cm, from T2, layer 3, -85 Kushana, Accession no.4004 (Fig. 125) 

 

74. A stone weight, fine grained, brownish colour, depression on top, bottom and on one side, 

diameter 3.8 cm, height 2.9 cm, from T2, layer 3, -90 cm, Kushana, Accession no.4006 (Fig. 126) 

 

                            

         Fig. 124: Pottery hopscotch                     Fig. 125: Terracotta bead                             Fig. 126: Stone weight                   

 

 

75. Terracotta disc, reddish, round, incised notched on both edges, the middle area is plain, 

diameter 2.8 cm, thickness 0.8 cm, from T2, layer 4, -95 cm, Kushana. Accession no.4007 (Fig. 

127)  

 

76. Broken hand of a terracotta figurine, crude, red, fingers represented by incisions, bearing a 

wrist band, length 10.7 cm, thickness 3.6 cm, from T4, pit sealed by layer 5, -220 cm, Kushana. 

Accession no. 4096 (Fig. 128) 

 

                                                        

                                             Fig. 127: Terracotta disc                                                Fig. 128: Broken hand of a Terracotta figure 
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77. An aricanut shaped bead, grey, depression on bottom, perforation across, damaged, diameter 

2.5 cm, thickness 1.7 cm, from T4, from pit sealed by layer 5, -244 m. Kushana. Accession no. 

4097 (Fig. 129) 

 

78. A big terracotta disc with uneven rim and dull red in colour, circular in shape, thick fabric, 

clay mixed with husk, diameter 5.0 cm, height. 1.2 cm, from T3, Layer 6, -132 cm. Kushana. 

Accession no. 4088 (Fig. 130) 

 

79. Fragment of a terracotta female leg which is broken from knee, displays a sitting posture of the 

figure. The toe and figures are represented by deep grooves in between an anklet made in 

applique is also visible on it. Its color is dull red. Length 8.8 cm, thickness 3.9 cm, width 5.1 cm. 

Kushana. Accession no. 4090 (Fig. 131) 

 

 

                          

  

               Fig. 129: Terracotta bead                        Fig. 130: Terracotta bead      Fig. 131: Fragment of a Terracotta female leg                                  
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Period III represented antiquities as under: 

 

1. Terracotta potters stamp, dull red, traces of red slip is also noticeable, damaged, height 4.3 cm, 

diameter 4.2 cm, from T3, -312 cm, Pit, Gupta period. Accession no. 4099 (Fig. 132) 
 

2. A terracotta female head, badly broken but added by adhesive, light grey in color, hair tied in 

form of bun and a hole in it, to hang it as a wall piece, elongated eyes and face look appears as 

it is stamped, height 5.8 cm, width 4.2 cm, from T5, -155 cm. Gupta. Accession no. 4126 (Fig. 

133) 
 

3. Kauri, small, off white color, damaged and decaying very fast, length 1.2 cm, width  1.1 cm, 

T5, -175 cm. Gupta. Accession no. 4141 (Fig. 134) 

                                                               
                            

     Fig. 132: Terracotta potters stamp            Fig. 133: Terracotta female head                                       Fig. 134: Kauri 
 

4. Kauri, off white, damaged, length 1.4 cm, width 1.4 cm, T5, -175 cm. Gupta. Accession no. 4142 

(Fig. 135)       
 

5. An aricanut shaped small terracotta bead, black in color, fine fabric, flat bottom with a circular 

groove, a hole across, diameter 2.3 cm, thickness 1.5 cm, from T5, -167 cm. Gupta. Accession 

no. 4127 (Fig. 136)    
                                      

6. An aricanut shaped bead, dull red, fine, devoid of any surface treatment, depression on 

bottom, diameter 2.3 cm, thickness 1.6 cm, fromT5, -187 cm. Gupta. Accession no. 4128 (Fig. 

137) 

                                                             
         Fig. 135: Kauri                                       Fig. 136: Terracotta bead           Fig. 137: Terracotta bead                                                    
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7. Kauri, off white in color,  length 1.5 cm, width 1.2 cm, thickness 0.7 cm, from T5,  -200 cm. 

Gupta. Accession no. 4129 (Fig. 138) 

 

8. Terracotta marble, small, dull red, handmade, devoid of any surface treatment, diameter 1.8 

cm, from T5, -202 cm.  Gupta. Accession 4130 (Fig. 139)       

 

9. An aricanut shaped bead, light grey, fine, devoid of any surface treatment, conical top and flat 

base with a mild depression, a hole across, diameter 2.4 cm, thickness 1.5 cm, fromT5, -214 cm.  

Gupta. Accession no. 4131 (Fig. 140) 

 

                                    

     Fig. 138: Kauri                                    Fig. 139: Terracotta bead                              Fig. 140: Terracotta bead 

 

 

10. Terracotta pestle, grey, dents on exterior, damaged. Length 8.9 cm, thickness 1.8 cm, width 5.3 

cm, from T2, Layer 4,  -100 cm, Gupta,  Accession no. 4041 (Fig. 141) 

 

11. Fragment of a terracotta pestle, red, only extent end with a few dents is available. Diameter 5.8 

cm, length 5.1 cm, from T2, (pit). Gupta. Accession no. 4075 (Fig. 142) 

 

12. A terracotta female figurine, red, made on single mold, having knot of hair on top of head, hair 

parted in two foils, bearing necklace, ear rings and necklace, round face, prominent nose and 

small chin. Length 6.8 cm, width 2.7 cm, from T4, Pit, -130 cm. Gupta. Accession no. 4089 (Fig. 

143) 
 

                                       

                            Fig. 141: Terracotta pestle               Fig. 142: Fragment of a Terracotta pestle     Fig. 143: Terracotta female figure 
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13. Terracotta human head, dull red, knot of hair damaged, broad forehead with vermillion, bow 

shaped eye brows, half opened eyes, broad pointed nose, round face, a bit thicker lips and 

small chin, face treated with red slip, Gupta period. Accession no. 4093 (Fig. 144) 

 

14. A terracotta male figurine, red in colour, having broad forehead, prominent eyebrows, and 

bow shaped eyes, prominent nose, broad nostrils, thick lips, pointed chin and muscular cheeks 

(Fig. 145) 

 

                                          
                 

        Fig. 144: Terracotta human head                              Fig. 145: Terracotta male head figure 

 

Period IV Early Medieval Period: 

The following antiquities were recovered from the levels of period IV: 

1. Iron nail, bent at right angle, rusted, length 5.1 cm, thickness 0.7 cm. from T5, -42 cm. Early 

medieval. Accession no. 4115 (Fig. 146)     

 

2. Broken leg of an animal figure, dull red, crude, handmade, damaged, height: 5.3 cm, width 2.8 

cm, from T5, -120 cm. Early medieval. Accession no. 4124 (Fig. 147) 

 

3. An aricanut shaped bead, dull red, fine, a deep circular groove on bottom, diameter 2.6 cm, 

thickness 2.1 cm. T5, -142 cm. Early medieval. Accession no. 4125 (Fig. 148) 
          

       
                          Fig. 146: Iron nail      Fig. 147: Broken leg of an animal figure       Fig. 148: Terracotta bead 
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4. Pottery hopscotch, uneven circular, dull red, diameter 3.2 cm, thickness 0.7 cm, from T3, Qdt-

III, -263 cm, pit, early medieval period. Accession no. 4095 (Fig. 149) 

 

5. Terracotta handle, red, grooves at but end, length 8.6 cm, thickness 3.1 cm, from T3, Qdt III, -

260 cm,  pit, Early medieval period, Accession no. 4094 (Fig. 150) 

 

 

                
                               

              Fig. 149: Pottery hopscotch                                                        Fig. 150: Terracotta handle 

                                         

 

6. A small and thick terracotta hopscotch, dull red in color, smooth surfaces, circular, diameter, 

3.6 cm, thickness, 1.4 cm, from T3, -210 cm, pit, Early medieval. Accession no. 4092 (Fig. 151) 

 

7. A terracotta aricanut shape bead, round bottom, depression in the center, perforation across. 

Diameter 2.3 cm, height 16 cm. from T3, -124 cm, (pit). Early medieval. Accession no. 4087 (Fig. 

152) 

 

8. A terracotta areca-nut shaped bead, grey, conical top, depression on base, perforation across, 

diameter  2.4 cm,  height 1.6 cm, from T3,  -332 cm, pit, Early medieval period. Accession no. 

4101 (Fig. 153)                                                                   

 

 

               
                               
          Fig. 151: Terracotta hopscotch                    Fig. 152: Terracotta bead                     Fig. 153: Terracotta bead 
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9. A Kauri, off white colour, intact, length 1.5 cm, width 1.2 cm, from T5, -2.00 m, Early Medieval/ 

Gupta Period, Accession no. 4014 (Fig. 154) 
 

10. A bent iron nail, rusted. Arch 3.7 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T3, layer 3, -75 cm. Early 

medieval. Accession no. 4078 (Fig. 155)   

                   

   Fig. 154: Kauri                                                                                  Fig. 155: Bent iron nail 
          

11. An iron sickle, badly rusted, length 14.00 cm,  width 9.5 cm, thickness 0.4 cm, from T3, -0.90 to 

1.00 m.  Early Medieval, Accession no. 4034 (Fig. 156) 
 

12. Front part of a chisel (Khurpi), rusted. Length 10.7 cm, width 3.1 cm, from T3, layer 5, -(120-

130) cm,  Early Medieval. Accession no. 4038 (Fig. 157) 

     

   Fig. 156: Iron sickle                                             Fig. 157: Front part of a chisel 

 

13. A Pottery hopscotch, red, both sides plain. Diameter 4.3 cm, thickness 0.9 cm, from T3, layer 3, 

-60 cm. Early Medieval.  Accession no. 4035 (Fig. 158) 
 

14. Fragment of a terracotta bull, damaged red, length 4.1 cm from T3, Qdt III, -107 cm.  Early 

Medieval. Accession no. 4036 (Fig. 159) 

                                  
                      Fig. 158: Pottery hopscotch           Fig. 159: Fragment of a Terracotta bull  
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15. An aricanut shaped bead, damaged, concave base, tapering sides. Perforation across in center. 

Diameter 2.4 cm, height 1.4 cm, from T3, Qdt- III, -120-130 cm. Early Medieval.  Accession no. 

4039 (Fig. 160) 

 

16. A rusted Iron Nail, rectangular. Length 11.8 cm, thickness 1.0 cm,  width 1.3 cm, from T3, 

Layer-5, -(120-130) cm. Early Medieval.  Accession no. 4037 (Fig. 161) 

    
      Fig. 160: Terracotta bead                                           Fig. 161: Rusted Iron nail 

 

17. Fragment of a stone pounder, length 8.5 cm, width 5.6 cm, from T3, -160 cm (pit), Medieval, 

Accession no. 4050 (Fig. 162) 

                            

 

                          Fig. 162: Fragment of a stone pounder 

 

Period V Medieval: 

The antiquities from period V are as under: 

1. Fragment of a glass bangle, green, thin fabric, round section. Arch 2.8 cm, thickness 0.2 cm, 

from T1, pit (-300 to 3.25) cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4032 (Fig. 163)         

              
                                  Fig. 163: Fragment of a glass bangle 
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2. A rectangular shaped terracotta weight, red in color, dent marks seen on surface, thick fabric. 

Length: 6.4 cm, height: 3.0 cm, width: 6.0 cm, weight 143.26 gm, from T1, Qdt III,  Pit (-300 to 

325) cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4024 (Fig. 164) 
 

3. A glass bangle, yellowish, flat interior, rounded exterior and round section. Arch 4.3 cm, 

thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300 to 325) cm, Medieval. Accession no. 4017 (Fig. 165) 

 

                    

                             Fig. 164: Terracotta weight      Fig. 165: Fragment of a glass bangle 

 

4. Fragment of a glass bangle, greenish, flat interior, mid rib, triangular section. Arch 3.0 cm, 

thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300 to 325) cm, Medieval, Accession no. 4018 (Fig. 166) 
 

5. Fragment of glass bangle, green, flat interior, rounded top, crescent shaped section. Arch 2.1 

cm, thickness 0.2 cm, from T1, Pit (-300 to 325) cm, Medieval, Accession no. 4020 (Fig. 167) 

 

     
       Fig. 166: Fragment of a glass bangle                                   Fig. 167: Fragment of a glass bangle 

 

6. A terracotta Marble, red, round in shape and fired at medium temperature, diameter 1.5 cm, 

from T1, Pit (-300 to 325) cm, Medieval, Accession no. 4021 (Fig. 168) 
 

7. Fragment of a glass bangle, green, flat interior, conical top, triangular section, mild grooves on 

sides. Arch 4.3 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300-325) cm, Medieval, Accession no. 4022 

(Fig. 169) 

 

                                              
       Fig. 168: Terracotta marble                                                                  Fig. 169: Fragment of a glass bangle 
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8. Fragment of glass bangle, flat interior, rounded top, red on top, green on sides, round section. 

Arch 3.9 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300 to 325) cm, Medieval, Accession no. 4025 (Fig. 

170) 

 

9. Fragment of glass bangle, green, flat base, pointed top, triangular section. Arch 4.2 cm, 

thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300 to 325)cm, Medieval, Accession no.4026 (Fig. 171) 

 

          
   
                    Fig. 170: Fragment of a glass bangle                                   Fig. 171: Fragment of a glass bangle 

                         

10. Fragment of a glass bangle, flat base, pointed top, mild grooves on sides, triangular section 

and green in color. Arch 4.8 cm, thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300 to 325) cm, Medieval, 

Accession no. 4027 (Fig. 172) 

 

11. Fragment of a glass bangle, black, flat interior, pointed top, triangular section. Arch 5.1 cm, 

thickness 0.2 cm, from T1, pit (-300 to 325) cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4028 (Fig. 173) 

 

       
         
                    Fig. 172: Fragment of a glass bangle                                  Fig. 173: Fragment of a glass bangle 
 

 

12. Fragment of a bangle, yellow, flat interior, pointed top, triangular section. Arch 4.5 cm, 

thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300-325) cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4031 (Fig. 174) 

 

13. Fragment of a glass bangle, grayish color and crescent shaped section. Arch 4.6 cm, thickness 

0.3 cm, from T1, pit (-300 to 325) cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4033 (Fig. 175) 

 

     
          

                        Fig. 174: Fragment of a glass bangle                                Fig. 175: Fragment of a glass bangle 
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14. Fragment of a Muller, grayish in color, diameter 5.4 cm, thickness 2.7 cm, from T5, -12 cm. 

Medieval. Accession no. 4106 (Fig. 176) 

 

15. Fragment of glass bangle, flat top and bottom, circular dots in a parallel on both top ends, 

rectangular section. fromT1, Layer-4, -130 cm, Medieval, Accession no. 4000 (Fig. 177) 

 

                                                   
       

        Fig. 176: Fragment of a Muller                                                   Fig. 177: Fragment of a glass bangle 

 

16. An aricanut shaped bead, red, flat base, globular profile, narrow perforation across, damaged, 

diameter 3.2 cm, height 2.1 cm, from T1, Layer 4, -110 cm. medieval. Accession no 4001 (Fig. 

178) 

 

17. Terracotta marble, reddish, round in shape, well fired, devoid of any surface treatment, 

diameter 2.0 cm, from T1, Layer-4, -110 cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4002 (Fig. 179) 

 

18. A barrel shaped stone bead, black, horizontal perforation across, diameter 1.0 cm, height 1.2 

cm, from T1, layer 4,-1.40 m. Medieval. Accession no.4012 (Fig. 180) 

 

 

   
                               
             Fig. 178: Terracotta bead                 Fig. 179: Terracotta marble         Fig. 180: Barrel shaped stone bead 
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19. Terracotta marble, irregular round, well fired, devoid of any surface treatment, diameter 1.5 

cm, from T1, -1.40 m. Medieval. Accession no. 4008 (Fig. 181) 

 

20. Terracotta marble, irregular round with incised lines on exterior, dull red, diameter 1.5 cm, 

from T1, -140 cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4011 (Fig. 182) 

 

21. Glass bangle, flat interior, rounded top, round section and yellowish colour. Arch 2.2 cm, 

thickness 0.2 cm, from T1, -1.40 cm. Medieval. Accession no. 4009 (Fig. 183) 

 

          

Fig. 181: Terracotta marble     Fig. 182: Terracotta marble             Fig. 183: Fragment of a glass bangle 

 

22. A glass bangle, greenish colour, flat base, round exterior and round section. Arch 3.5 cm, 

thickness 0.3 cm, from T1, -1.40 m. Medieval. Accession no. 4013 (Fig. 184)     

 

23. Fragment of a terracotta lion figurine sitting on a pedestal, both frontal legs are vertically 

placed bearing the load of the body. Long hairs falling downwards on the chest, nails are 

visible. The upper portion of it is broken and missing (Fig. 185). 

 

                     

                     

                              Fig. 184: Fragment of a glass bangle                                         Fig. 185: Fragment of a terracotta lion figure 
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Dr. Chanchal Srivastava, Scientist of Birbal Sahani Institute of Palaeobotany examined the botanical 

remains collected from the different horizons. The fruit remains found from different layers are 

summarized in the following table.  

 

S. N. NSY Sample 

details 

Crop remain Weeds and wild taxa 

1. Trench 3, layer 8 Barley, Field-pea, Lentil Cotton, 

Jujube fruit-stone 

Silk Cotton 

2. Trench 3, layer 7 Barley, Green gram, Lentil, Rice Gular fig/fruit pieces, Neem, Silk 

Cotton, Unidentified fruit capsule 

3. Trench 3, layer 7 Barley, Field-pea, Cucurbit (Torai), 

Custard apple, Cotton 

Neem, Silk cotton 

4. Trench 3, layer 6 Barley, Bread wheat, Rice, Dwarf 

wheat, Green gram, Black gram, 

Jujube fruit-stone, Cotton 

Hairy Indigo, Neem, Silk Cotton 

5. Trench 4, layer 6 

(pit) 

- Blue-stem grass, Crow-foot grass, 

Hairy Indigo, Panicum grass, 

Foxtail grass, Lalsabuni 

 

This table throws light on the vegetarian food habits of Naimisaranya people27. 

 

 

Conclusion: 

No doubt the place of Naimisaranya was covered with thick forest in remote past. It is clear 

from the botanical remains of the site that there were many Neem trees on the site therefore it was 

named as Neemsar. The antiquities recovered from the site are less in quantity and poor in quality 

which indicates that there was no thick population of general public or a royal family. But the 

cultural habitation on the site in a regular way started during late phase of N.B.P. W. Period around 

200 B.C. E. It is supported by the radiocarbon dates achieved from the charcoal samples from the 

lowest levels of the site. This was the period when Mauryas were ruling in northern India. In the last 

phase of their rule Pushyamitra Shunga occupied the charge of chief military commander. He killed 

the last Mauryan king Brihdrath and occupied the empire of north India. Vishnu Purana mentions the 

ruling kings of Shunga dynasty. It starts with Pushyamitra Shunga who assassinated his master and 

occupied the throne of Mauryas. After him ten kings ruled in Ganga valley for next 112 years28. 

Pushyamitra Shunga defeated Yavans and pushed them back beyond Punjab and performed two horse 

sacrifices. He also promoted Brahmanism and revived it again.  
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  Archaeological investigations done in district-Nalanda (Fig.1) during last two decades pushed back 

the settlement history of the area earlier than the times of Buddha. The excavation at Juafardih done in 

2006-07 and at Ghorakatora in 2008-09 had brought out a pre-NBPW horizon. B.K. Choudhary, Director, 

K.P. Jayaswal Research Institute, Patna has reported about 52 other sites of archaeological importance in 

and around Nalanda.1 Recent excavation done at Telhara has revealed the ruins of Tilodhak Mahāvihāra 

mentioned by Hiuen-tsang in his travelogue as Ti-lo-shi-ka.2 In one of the Nalanda seals the place is 

mentioned as Tilakāņda Vihāra.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

  Fig.1: Google Map of District-Nalanda 

Exploration 2012-14 

  Recent findings compelled author to do village to village survey of the district. Authors had 

started exploration work during 2012-14, keeping in mind the ruins of Nalanda as the main reference point, 

and have surveyed more than 200 villages and reported 72 sites having archaeological potential, among 

them 35 were unreported. Pot-sherds of RW, RSW, BW, BSW and NBPW were collected from the surface.4 
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Iconographic Study 

During exploration author has found hundreds of sculptures scattered in various sites. More than 

50 Brahamanical and Buddhist Sculptures were inscribed either around the halo or on the pedestal. Author 

is thankful to Prof. Arvind Kumar Singh, Jiwaji University, Gwalior for deciphering these inscriptions. 

Most of the Buddhist sculptures are inscribed with famous Buddhist creed-Ye Dhammā Hetuppabhavā. 

Brahmanic sculptures belong mostly to Shaiva, Vaishnava and Sun cult (Fig. 2-16).  

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 

     Fig. 2: Chaturmukhi ShivLinga, Atma  (9th Century)                                                    Fig. 3: Shurya, Tungi  (10th Century)       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4: Uma-Mahesh, Beswak (10th Century)                                                   Fig. 5: Tapasvini Parvati, Maniyawan (10th Century) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Fig. 6: Ganesha, Ghosrawan   (10th Century)                                               Fig. 7: Shivalinga on Nandi, Atma (11th Century) 
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        Fig. 8: Revant, Ghosrawan (9th Century)                                                            Fig. 9: Durga, Aungari  (9th Century)     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Fig. 10:  Vishnu, Khaira (11th Century)        Fig. 11: Vishnu, Samas (9th Century) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Fig. 12: Sarswati, Chandi Mau (10th Century)                             Fig. 13: Navagrahapatta, Maniyawan (9th Century) 
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 Fig. 14: Varah, Afsad (9th Century)              Fig. 15: Surya, Kosnara (9th Century)      Fig. 16: Three headed deity, Mahadevasthan, 

                       Maniyawan (13th Century) 

 Scattered sculptures are made during Pala-Sena period. Brahmanic images  are not less in number 

in comparison to Buddhist Sculptures (Fig. 17-36) which is shown below in table no. 1and 2 respectively.  

    

 

  

 

 

 

Fig. 17: Buddha, Baragaon (8th Century)          Fig.18 Budha Tetrawan (10th Century)       Fig. 19: Buddha, Tetrawan (8th Century) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Fig. 20: Buddha, Ghosrawan  (8th Century)  Fig. 21: Buddha, Versiyawan (9th Century)   Fig. 22: Buddha, Beswak (11th Century) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Fig. 23: Buddha, Rukministhan (11th Century)  Fig. 24: Buddha, Jethian (10th Century)  Fig. 25: Buddha, Makhadumpur (10th Century) 
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 Fig. 26: Buddha, Tungi  (10th Century)          Fig. 27: Buddha, Chandaura (11th Century)    Fig. 28: Buddha, Mustafapur (11th Century) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    Fig. 29: Buddha, Parvati (10th Century)                     Fig. 30: Mahabhinishkramana Scene, Baragaon  (10th Century)                         

 

       

 

 

 

                              

  Fig. 31: Bharpatta of a jain temple, Ayer  (9th Century)                                Fig. 32: Avalokiteshvara, Ghosrawan (8th Century)

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 33:Crowned Bodhisattva, Baragaon (11th Century)  Fig. 34: Marichi, Ghosrawan(10th Century) Fig. 35: Marichi, Baragaon (11th Century) 
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Fig. 36: Trailokya-Vijay, Jethian  (9th Century)    

 

Sl. No. Type of Sculptures No. of Sites No. of Sculptures 

1. Lińga (Phallus) 11 19 

2. Ek Mukha Lińga 02 02 

3. Shiva 04 07 

4. Uma-Maheshvara 12 18 

5. Parvati 02 02 

6. Mahişmardini Durga 09 14 

7. Ganesha 07 12 

8. Nandi 09 10 

9. Vishnu 09 15 

10. Lakshmi 04 06 

11. Sarswati 01 01 

12.. Daśāvatāra 01 01 

13. Varah 01 01 

14. Sun 09 20 

15. Kuber 06 07 

16.  Fragment of Brahmanic images 20 180 

 Total 107 315 

                        Table-1: Scattered Brahmanic Sculptures in the district 

 

Sl. No. Type of Sculptures No. of Sites No. of Sculptures 

1. Buddha 20 48 

2. Bodhisattva 10 20 

3. Varahi 02 02 

4. Trailokya- Vijaya 01 01 

5.  Fragments of  Buddhist  images 23 177 

 Total 56 248 

                                 Table-2: Showing Buddhist Sculptures 

The sites of Bargaon, Telhara and Versiyawan needs special attention because unique sculptures 

found on these sites are wrongly identified by local inhabitants due to unawareness. An image of Buddha 

in Bhūmisparśa mudrā made of black basalt recovered from Bargaon, is locally known as Teliā Bhandāra (Fig. 

17).  

Actually Brahmanic sculptures either intact or as fragments are kept 

in local temples and are under worship, so that they are safe while 

Buddhist Sculptures are scattered and not worshipped which has 

resulted in vandalism. Only those Buddhist images are safe which are 

huge in size or pieces. 



Indian Journal of Archaeology 

71 

 

   According to local belief if a pregnant woman offer mustered oil to that image she will get a healthy 

baby. Another image of Buddhist tantric goddess Marichi is called Dhelwā Bābā (Fig. 35).  

It is believed that if a person is going to do a pious work he must hit the image by a brick-bat. A 

stone slab on which the scene of Siddhartha’s Mahābhinişkramaņa is depicted is installed on the pedestal of 

the Sun image of the Sun temple of Baragaon and misinterpreted as Arjuna of the Mahābhārata (Fig. 30).  

The image of Buddha in Bhūmisparśa mudrā recovered from Tetrawan is known as Bhairava Bābā 

(Fig. 18) while the Buddha image of Versiyawan is called Gachchafāra Bābā (Fig. 21).The word gachcha is 

used for a tree. Actually the image was hidden between two trees. During a strong storm both trees were 

fell down and the image came out, so it is named Gachchafāra Bābā.  

 

The sculptures of Nalanda are related to Pala School of Art or Magadhan Art. As we are aware that 

the Gandhara, Mathura and Sarnath School of Art are named after places where these specific art forms 

developed. Being nearer to Sarnath, Nalanda also experienced its impact. But when the Sarnath idiom 

passed through Nalanda, it received certain Nalanda orientations.The Brahmanic and Buddhist sculptures 

found scattered in district-Nalanda and its vicinity support the contention of Art Historians and 

Archaeologists that the region could be reckoned as the place where a different school of art devloped.5  

 

Rukhaegarh Excavation-2015 

  During exploration archaeological importance of the ancient mound of Rukhaegarh (Lat. 25°19’N. 

Long. 85° 22’ E.) was noticed and it was  decided to excavate the site before it the site is destroyed. The site 

is located 29 km north of the ruins of ancient Nalanda Mahāvihāra and 26 km north-west of Bihar Sharif 

the district headquarters of Nalanda.. The site lies on the road linking Rajgir and Patna. The distance 

between Nalanda to Patna is nearly about 90 km; Rukhae is situated about 30 km north from the 

archaeological remains of Nalanda.   

The mound is situated to the south of the village and several walls of burnt brick structures were 

visible in the section of the mound. A number of fragments of Buddhist sculptures of Pala-Sena period 

made of black basalt were found scattered at various places in the village.  Pot-sherds of Red, Red Slipped, 

Black, Black Slipped and NBP Ware were collected from the surface of the mound. Four copper coins of 

medieval and British period, collected from the mound were shown by Mr. Chandramauli Prasad Shukla, 

an inhabitant of the village. It was observed that ancient bricks of the mound were used in many modern 

houses. The people are rapidly destroying the cultural remains of the site. During exploration it was 

noticed that half of the mound was excavated by JCB and the soil was used to construct the new four-lane 

road. Before the site is destroyed, the present team has decided to excavate the site with the kind approval 

of the Archaeological Survey of India.  

 Under the direction of the author himself on behalf of the Centre of Advanced Study, Department 

of Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi with the 

assistance of R.N. Singh, Arun Kumar Pandey,  Amit Ranjan, Pankaj Kumar and Dheerendra Pratap Singh 

a limited excavation at Rukhaegarh , Nalanda, Bihar was carried out during the months of March-April, 

2015. The excavations had been conducted with the financial support of BHU, Varanasi.       
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The site is surrounded by three rivers i.e. Nonai, Chiraiya and Mohane. The river Nonai flows about 2 

km west while the other two rivers flow 1 and 2 km east of the village respectively showing uniqueness of 

the site (Fig. 37). There is a moat in the west side of the mound. The site is not only extended in about 2x1 

km of area, but its catchment area extends in about 4x4 km covering 16 villages including a number of sites 

having archaeological importance along the rivers.  The maximum height of the mound is about three 

meters (Fig. 38).   

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Fig. 37: Excavated area of Rukhaegarh 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                 

                                                                       Fig. 38: General view of the mound 

 

Prime objectives of our limited excavations at the site was to know the cultural sequence of the site, 

to make the comparative study of ceramics and antiquities found during excavations with those found at 

other sites of Lower Ganga plain, to find out the linkages of the site with the ancient Nalanda  Mahāvihāra 

and other sites of the region and to know the settlement pattern of the site.  
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The Cutting and Stratigraphy   

The coordinates of the main mound are Lat. 25019.566’ N. and Long. 850 22.355’ E. Its height is 146’.  

We could not lay out any trench at the top up of the mound because of modern settlements. However, we 

could excavate in the field just adjacent to the main mound where five vertical trenches viz.  A1, E5, XA1, 

Y1 and Y2 measuring 3x3 meters were laid out for digging. Amongst them two trenches viz. Y1 and Y2 

were found disturbed because of agricultural activities of the present inhabitants.   We were able to reach 

up to the natural soil in the rest of the three trenches. In addition to the above, five section scraping were 

done in the western and southern part of the mound to know the complete cultural sequence of the mound. 

 

  In Trench A1, (Lat. 25 0 19.547’ N.; Long. 85 0 22.340’ E., elevation 118’,) the humus deposit was 35 cm 

thick because of recent agricultural activities. However, a rammed floor of pot-sherds and burnt clay 

plastered by fine riverine clay was traced at the depth of 45 cm. After cutting the floor we recovered NBP 

sherds along with Red and Black slipped ware sherds. The percentage of NBPW is less than other 

associated wares. At the depth of 60 cm we found a pit on the slope which continued up to 1.29 m. After 

that we found a layer of 16 cm of mature NBP; again 19 cm was disturbed and then we found a layer of 38 

cm of Deluxe NBP and finally the natural soil (Fig. 39).  

 

 

Fig.39: Trench no. A I 
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In Trench E5( Fig. 40) after digging 7 cm of humus we found a 20 cm thick layer of Deluxe NBP; a 

pit was found in the west corner. In order to recover some datable materials and archaeo- botanical 

remains, wet floatation were done for the NBP deposits. We have noticed some grains at the depth of 23 

cm. In addition to AMS dating of the grains, archaeo- botanical studies will be carried out by the specialist. 

At the depth of 30 cm in Trench E5, the natural soil was noticed but the digging continued up to the depth 

of   1.10 cm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 40 : Trench no. E 5  

The Trench XA1 (Fig. 41) was laid down on the western slope of the mound, (Lat. 25 0 19.574’ N.; 

Long. 85 0 22.283’ E., elevation 118’).  This trench was found disturbed up to layer-4 due to water-pipe 

connection. From layer-5 potteries of Sunga-Kushan period were recovered while layers 6, 7 and 8 belong 

to NBP period as attested by the potteries of NBP and associated wares. The people of the NBP period were 

settled on the natural soil between layers 6 and 7 there i a floor. Similarly between layers 7 and 8 there is 

thin floor. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Fig. 41: Trench no.  XA1 

Floor 1 

Floor 2 
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In addition to excavations at five trenches mentioned above, section scraping were done at five 

localities in the western and southern part of the mound which exposed a Ring Well (just west to Trench 

A1) of Kushan period. The Ring well was dug up to the deposits of the NBP level; two wells of Sunga 

period (one was exposed up to 17 courses to the south of Trench A1 with an extant height of 89 cm having 

diameter of 90 cm full of filling materials like ashes, pot-sherds and loose earth and other up to 37 courses 

just west of Trench, E5. The diameter is 4 ft and it is made of wedge-shaped burnt bricks measuring 23 cm 

in length and width is 20 and 16 cm respectively while thickness was 5 cm, sealed by 4 courses of Mauryan 

bricks measuring 48x28x5 cm) were also exposed. In addition, 10 courses of Sunga-Kushan brick wall 

showing plan of five rooms along with another six courses of brick-wall measuring 52x30x5 cm was also 

recorded (Fig. 42-45). 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

            Fig. 42: Ring-well just west to Trench A1                                 Fig. 43: Well of Sunga period south of Trench A I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

      Fig. 44: Well of Sunga period west to Trench E 5                         Fig. 45: Sunga-Kushan brick wall showing plan of five rooms 

 

Cultural Sequence 

The limited excavation brought to light four-fold cultural sequence i.e. from NBPW Culture to Early 

Medieval period without any break in between all of them.  Period I is NBPW Culture; the cultural deposit 

of this period is 1.25 meter, which was recorded in trench nos. AI and XAI.  Period II represents Sunga-

Kushan period while Period III is Gupta-Post-Gupta and Period IV is Early Medieval period. All the four 
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periods were characterized by their typical ceramic types and other antiquities. The features of these 

periods are described below: 

Period I-NBPW Period 

 The deposit of earliest habitation was found in trenches E 5, A1 and XA 1 represented by 1.25 m of 

cultural deposit. The ceramics of this period comprises of deluxe quality of NBPW, Black slipped ware, 

Grey ware, Red ware, Red slipped ware and Cord-impressed red ware. The other finds include a copper 

cast coin, beads of terracotta and bone. 

Period II-Sunga-Kushan period 

 Remains of period II were recorded from trenches E 5, A1 and XA 1. This period is characterized by 

the absence of NBP ware. Black slipped ware and Red ware are the dominant ceramic industry of this 

period. Structural remains were noticed by section-scraping in the western and southern parts of the 

mound. The structures have two phases i.e. Sunga and Kushan periods. Small finds of this period 

comprised copper and iron objects, terracotta beads, figurines and discs. 

 

Period III-Gupta and post-Gupta period 

 Both slipped and unslipped variety of Red ware was recovered. Among antiquities mention may be 

made of terracotta figurines, pestles, sling balls, beads etc. No structural activity was noticed in this period 

during section-scraping at five places. 

 

Period IV-Early medieval period 

  The site continued to be occupied during early medieval period as well. Glazed pottery was 

recovered from the surface and a few copper coins of this period were also found and kept in the collection 

of Mr. Chandramauli Shukla who is presently residing on the mound.  

 

Ceramic Assemblage 

 The ceramic assemblage of Period I comprised of Black, Black slipped, Grey, Red slipped and NBP 

ware (Fig. 46-47).  

 

   

 

  

                                         

 

 

                        Fig. 46: NBPW and associated ware                           Fig. 47: NBPW and associated ware     

 

The NBP ware has been recovered in different shades like black, silvery, golden and dark brown. Bowls 

and flanged bowls were found in majority. In Black slipped ware dishes are the principal type followed by 

straight sided bowls. The fabric and core of these vessels are very thin and light. The fine and medium 
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fabric bowls, dishes, basins and vases have been recovered in Red ware. The common types are straight 

sided bowls, dishes with incurved rim and sagger base and vases of varying sizes. In Grey ware, the 

pottery types of NBPW and Black slipped ware continues. 

 

The pottery of Period II is Red, Black and a few course variety of Grey ware (Fig. 48-49). In 

comparison to the pottery of period I, the ceramic industry has declined in the clay quality (fabric), surface 

treatment and firing. The important shapes are ink-pot and knobbed lids, sprinklers, bottle necked jars and 

pans with elongated loop handle and bowls with inverted rims. 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Fig. 48: Pot-sherds of Sungan period                 Fig. 49:  Pot-sherds of Kushanan period 
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                     Fig. 50: Pot-sherds of Gupta period    

 

Antiquities (Fig. 51-56) 

A total of 61 antiquities were recovered from our limited excavations at Rukhaegarh. These 

included five copper objects including a copper coin, five iron objects, twelve beads including ten of 

terracotta and of bone and glass (one each), sling ball, wheel, gamesman, discs, terracotta figurines and 

other objects. 

 

 

 

 

The Period III is characterized by the occurrence of 

Red ware only. The application of lustrous red slip 

was also applied in the pottery of this period (Fig. 

50). Big sized vases, knobbed lids, large sized basins 

etc. are recovered from this period. Vases with out-

turned long featureless rim and short concave neck 

and splayed out rim with expanding body are the 

other important shapes. The occurrence of glazed 

pottery from the surface suggests the existence of 

Period IV at the site. 
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             Fig.51: Broken Animal figurines                                                                                    Fig. 52: Terracotta object                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

                    Fig. 53: Copper objects                                                                                          Fig. 54: Iron objects                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

   

                          Fig. 55: Obverse & Reverse of the Copper Cast-coin                     Fig. 56: Stone and bone beads 
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 The excavation yielded five copper objects distributed in period I, II and III. They comprise a cast 

coin, an antimony Rod, a broken bangle, broken part of a bowl and an unidentified object due to heavy 

erosion. In addition to copper objects, five iron objects were recovered from period II and III; among them 

mentioned may be made of three Nails and one Chisel. 

The limited excavation of Rukhaegarh yielded only twelve beads including ten made of terracotta. 

Bone and glass beads account only one specimen respectively; bone bead is spherical-shaped while glass 

bead is square in shape. Terracotta beads are Ghata, Areca nut and Cylindrical shaped and present in 

period II and III. Ghata shaped beads have been treated with bright red slip. They were fired under 

oxidizing conditions resulting in a red colour. Areca nut shaped beads are made of fine clay on a fast wheel 

and baked very hard at a high temperature. Perhaps these beads were fired in closed kilns under reducing 

condition, resulting in a black or smoky grey surface. The excavation yielded only two terracotta pendants 

which show exquisite craftsmanship. They are of circular and cylindrical shape. 

The excavation at the site yielded only one copper cast coin from the Trench XA I at the depth of- 

1.05 m in Stratum- 5 from the upper level of NBP Period. The coin is made of Copper, circular-shaped 

having a diameter of 1.3cm, its weight is 1.80 gram and thickness is 0.23 cm. Obverse of the coin showing 

Crescent on three arched hills. On the Reverse side of coin an elephant is depicted. This type of coins is 

reported from Mathura, Kausambi and also from Pakkakot. 

The terracotta figurines recovered during the present excavation consist of four human and six 

animal figurines from period I, II and III. They were hand modeled and in molded form too. Among 

human figurines three were male and only one is female. Animal figurines are of snake, dog and buffalo. 

Other figures are badly broken and their fragmentary remains do not permit correct identification. All the 

specimens are solid and represent the technique of hand-modeling. 

Among other terracotta objects mentioned may be made of discs, hop-scotches, lamps, gamesman, 

wheels, dabbers, cones etc. The excavation yielded very few specimens of terracotta discs.  They are only 

three in number. A single specimen of similar type was also reported from Kumrahar excavations. Hop-

scotches are made of waste pieces of pottery and have a rough circular shape. Some of the hop-scotches 

have single perforation in the centre. All these specimens are distributed in period I, II and III. 

 The excavation also yielded nine sling-balls including one made of stone from period II and III. 

They are solid, hand made, well rounded and baked to red colour. They have been found in sizeable 

numbers from Kumrahar and Vaisali.  These balls were made of medium to fine grained clay and baked 

hard in oxidizing condition. Majority of the specimens are in bright red colour. The present excavation 

yielded four specimens of terracotta wheels distributed in period II and III. Such wheels are quite common 

in this area and reported from Pataliputra, Kumrahar and Vaisali.    

The excavation yielded two stone and one terracotta pestle from period II and III. Stone pestles are 

broken while terracotta pestle is intact and pecked by cutting the clay with the help of some sharp 

instrument. One terracotta dabber was recovered from period III having a solid handle. Two broken 

bangles and one specimen of ring were recovered from period II and III. In additions, five cones and three 

gamesman of terracotta were recovered also from period II and III. They are handmade and black in colour. 

Similar antiquities had been reported from Kumrahar.6 

Samples of grains were collected by flotation process. Animal bones were also collected during 

excavations.   Analysis of these remains is under study.                                                                              
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Concluding Remarks 

  During explorations several Black and Red ware sherds were collected. However, we could not 

trace their pre NBP cultural deposit in the excavations.  The limited excavation brought to light a four-fold 

cultural sequence from NBPW to early medieval period without any break in between them. All the four 

periods were characterized by their typical ceramic industries and other antiquities. The structural remains 

show that during Sunga-Kushan period the site was inhabited. 

The unique geographical situation of the site compels us to think that it was possible for its 

inhabitants to have commercial links with other contemporary cities like Rajgriha, Nalanda and 

Pataliputra. The site is still surrounded by three rivers i.e. Nonai, Chiraiya and Mohane. Recovery of a good 

number of bowls and flanged bowls of deluxe variety of NBPW show that these ceramics might be used by 

Buddhist monks for alms.  Considering the location of the Rukhaegarh between Nalanda and Pataliputra, 

the site appears to be a natural halting-place for the Buddhist pilgrims. A number of fragments of Buddhist 

sculptures of Pala-Sena period made of black basalt were scattered at various places in the village. Black 

and Red Ware pot-sherds were also collected from the surface near trench no. E5 but not from a stratified 

layer.  
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Coins of district Sitapur and district Banda  

                         Yashwant Singh Rathore  

The coins found from different places of district Sitapur and district Banda were supplied by Shri. 

Vijay Kumar to the author of this article. The catalogue of the coins is as follows. 

1. Provenance- Kesra p.s. Machhrehta district Sitapur. This coin was found at Kesra and is in 

possession of Mr. Ashwani Kumar Pandey, village Kesra, Sitapur. This village was first 

visited by Mr. Girish Chandra Singh1. After him, D.P. Tiwari visited this place and reported 

Terracotta pieces and other antiquities of different places2 

Dynasty/Period- 

Metal-    Copper 

Weight-   5.92 g 

Size-    1.6x1.6x0.3 cm 

Obverse-   In the first line three Panchal signs are there. In the second line, 

there is writing in Brahmi. It is illegible. 

Reverse-   Image of Agni. 

 

                    
     (Obverse)                                                         (Reverse) 
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